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PREFACE. 

QO many Englifh travellers have of late gyb- 
^ liflicd their remarks in their refpeftive tours 
through Spain, that it is not without the utmoft 
deference that the prefent Letters are offered 
to the public; as not only the moft remarkable 
objefts in that kingdom have been fully defcri* 
bed, but we have moreover had catalogues of 
greek and latin books in libraries, lifts of pic- 
tures, and circumftantial accounts of buildings, 
both Roman, Gothic and Saracenic, annexed to 
the various incidents of travelling. — Another 
writer has had recourfe to the very rocks and 
mountains, has dug into the bowels of the 
earth, and vifited the mines, defcribing the 
fubterraneous kingdoms of nature, as well as 
the various trees, arid plants that cover the fur- 
face of that extenfive countryJ What then re- 
mains to the prefent writer? or how can he 
flatter himfclf with prefenting any new matter 
worthy the attention of his readers, that will , 
ftand the teft, before the piercing eye of critl- 
cifm ? yet mcthinks whatever may have been 
tlje caufe, whether from had roads, wretched 
inns, or extravagant price of provifions, in the 
courfe of thefe different peregrinations; the 
mountain of Parnaffus hasnof been vifited by the 
curious traveller, and the fpapifli mufc has tun- 
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ed her lyrt withom being difburbed by the 
unhallowed ftcp of the rambliEKg flrangcr.-* 
Shpuld this be the cale^ aad that the author 
Ihould have preferred the Caftalian fpring to 
the tempting j wee of t^ LaMancha grape, he 
ftiU claims indulgence for the many imperfec- 
tions of the following fketch, while he truly 
dreads the charge of intoxication from theie 
Ihallow draughts ! ^ at the fame tinnye he ac^ 
knowleges to have taken rather a curfory 
view of Don Quixote's library, and Ibme poem® 
are not mentioned fuch as the Juftriada oi 
John Rufo, The l^ears of Angelica^ *The Fertune 
^Lflz;^ of Antonio Lofrafco of Sardinia, with 
fome others praifed by Cervantes. However 
tranfient, the merit of thcfe may have been, 
it is not fo with an ingenious and bur- 
lefque poem intitled the Mojthea by Jofeph dc 
Villaviciofa, which fhould not be forgotten, 
though not particularly mentioned in this 
work r the poet has defcribed with infinite? 
humour and pleafantry the inconveniences ari- 
fing from that troublefome infcft the mofchet- 
to : a new edition of it was lately publilhed 
at Madrid and dedicated to our ambaffadof 
then at that court. Lord Grantham, evidently 
• Sec Pope's EiTay on Criticifm. 

manifefting 
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preface: ? 

manifefting in the perfon of that accompliflied 
nobleman, a fenfibility of the impartial and re- 
fined Judgment of the Bricifb nation^ of 
which the fpanifh mufe feemed defirous to 
court the particular favour and appkufe. 

It has been faid by a great and learned frencH 
writer *' that the Spaniards have but one book, 
and that one, fhe ws the ridicule of all the others.** 
How far fuch a general refleftion appearS^ ftrain- 
cd and tinftured with national prejudice, I fliall 
leave to others to confidcr : — wifhirigto reverfe 
lb fcvere a fentence, I nowftand beforethe court 
of Apollo, and petition for a hearing. Can we 
avoid doing that juftice to the furprifing ge- 
nius of Lope de Veg^, the contennporarjr, and 
in a manner rival, of our immortal Shakefpeare; 
or can we refufe encomiums to the learned and 
unfortunate Quevedo ? to whom we may fairly 
apply the lines of Pope in favour of one of 
our own poets. 

To him the wit of Greece and Rome was known, 
And ev'ry author's merit but his own. 

To thofe who may be pleafed wifh poetical 
numbers, a few fpccimens are added of the dif- 
fcrent kinds of Spanifli verfification. With re- 
lpc6l to tha judgement paffed on the feveral 

poets> 
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poets, I have followed the opinions of their 
own countrymen, find I further acknowledge 
my particular obligations fqr thi^ purpofc, to 
two Spanifh acadennicians, Don Lewi;? Jpfeph 
Velazquez, Knt. of the order of St. James^ in 
his Effay on Spapifti poptry j and to thp new 
Spanilh Parnaffp3, of Pon Jphn Jpfeph Lopezd^ 
Sedano, Knt of the order qf C^los Terceroj a$ 
well as to the pdfthumoys Meipoir^ inten4ed 
for the hiftory of poetry and Spani|h poets, by 
the late father Sarmiento, a learned Benedic- 
tine, from whofe valuable writings I have fc- 
Ijefted much information : Hill the field is fo 
ample that a grpat deal remains ijnexplored : 
I have in a manner only tracpd the fkeletor^ of 
a gigantic figure, whofe proportions, like the 
Farnefian hercqles, . arc more eafily admired;^ 
than defcribed. If tl^prefore from want of abi- 
lities equal to thefubjed, I am deficient^ 1 fhaU. 
think myfelf amply rewarded, if on the whole, it 
may not be thought, I have already faid tqo 
much, and that I do not faH under the imputa- 
tion mentioned by Swift of forhe writers, when 
he fays, " The mod accompliflied way of 
ufmg books at prcfent is, toferve them as fome 
' do lords, learn theirti'tles, and then brag of their 
acquaintance." - c - . - 
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LETTER L 

Voyage to Barcelona. — College of Tzohadours. — 

Cafiilian language defcribed. 
• DEAR SIR, 

BARCELONA, idi MAY, ijji. 

WHEN I took my leave of you 
at Genoa, and embarked 
in an Englifli veffel for Barcelona, 
I left you reading Petrarch, You 
may recoiled I informed you how 
much that illuftrious poet had con- 
tributed to polifh and improve, the 
Poetry of Spain, where he had nu- 
merous admirers, as lyell as imita- 
3B tors, 
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tors, whio introduced his metre into 
their language, though: not without 
oppofition at firft, from national pre- 
judice. 

You acquainted me that you had 
already begun to read Don Quixote 
in its original language, and the ce- 
lebrated Spanifh tranflation of the 
Anjjlnta of Taffo, by Jauregui, found 
in Don Quixote's library, and fo 
highly praifed by Cervantes. You 
xequefted my opinion concenjiog the 
Poetry of Spain, with fome informa- 
tion relating to their Poets, the lirae. 
when they flouriflied, and where their 
works were printed. Senfible how 
unequal I am to the tafk, I promifed 
however to give you in the courfe of 
my tour, a flight flcetch of the Ori- 
gin and Progrefs of national Poetry 

in 
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h' in that kingdom, to trace jts viciffi- 

tudes through the mazes of hiflory 
and conqueft, after the irruption of 
the morihem hive, and fucceeding 
invafion of the Saracens ; finally, its 
improvement from the TrobadourSi 
as well as flourifhing flate under the 
kings of Caftile : particularly after 
they had driven out fhe Moors and 
difcovered a new world, furniftiing 
additional fcenes to the fancy of the 
poet, and unexplored regions to the 
•legant pen of the hiftorian. 

I arrived at this famous city after 
a pleafant paffage of feven days. Our 
veffel was filled with a motley collec- 
tion of paffengers, confifting of jSpa- 
nifh tumblers returning to Valencia, 
Italian a6irefles and fidlers, recruit- 
B ? ing 
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irig TcrjejatttB, pilgrims, and friars. 
'A§ tlie weather was fine^ we were 
continually entertained upon deck 
with the flirill fife of the foldier, the 
jarring found of a diffonant guitarre, 
^ the din of the caflatiets, with the 
fandango dance, and the love fongs 
of the adreffes ; all which were occa- 
fionally interrupted by the grave dif- 
courfe of a venerable friar, who had 
lived many years at Rome, and was 
now returning home wrapt up in 
monaftic forms and regulations. -— 
We had fome blowing weather in- 
crofling the gulph of Lyons, that 
gave a paufe to our mirth ; but the 
fea became fmooth like glafs, as we 
drew near to Barcelona, when the 
pleafing fight of the coaft, with the 
verdant hills in the blooming May, 

enraptured 






enrapture^, t^e eye,, while the ffin-! 
nine breezes ;wafted us .forward-, and 
our cheajpfuV coippanions made this 
Jittle YPxage the. rooH jpdeafapt I had 
ever peffoi^mjed ; , thus, we.fjntered th^ 

tatio,DS , ^f .^ pfir joUy, b^Qchao^lians, 
who^ maj4e , the-, hills; e,chQ :with tK^ii; 
vocifeiatipq.. . . .. ; ^.^ .. 

So much for mufic. . Let me now 
return to the poets, for I am already 
pn^claffic ground, and i;he feat of- the 
pjufcs. It was in. this city that a 
college was firft founded for the Tro- 
badours, who were fettled here to- 
wards the end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, by Jqhn.the ift king.of AragoDi 
who fent a fplemn embafly to France 
for the purpofe, defiring affiftancc 
B 3 from 
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from iht fydtty df Trobafdttutis ^t 
^Jrouiutrfe/ift otdet to intfodute the 
Giija Sciencia ihtti Spaiir, a re^ireft 
wtifch wias imtDediately granted ;^nd 
two principal p^rfons were fent to 
Barcelona, where they formed ati 
cftablilhmeflt t but before 1 ta^e tip 
the Poets, I mtift fay a few utH^i c6n- 
cerning the language, asfh^groaiid* 
work on which this fuperftrirdure 
was to be raifed. , 

The commort language of Spain is 
Called Cdfiiliati^ Or Romance.- This is 
what is printed in books, and fpok- 
en at court, and in the univerfi* 

y 

tics- The city c>f Toledo was cotifi-^ 
dtrtA the ftandatd, whdn the refidence 
of the mdnarchs; but lidw Madrid 
undoubtedly bears the palm. This 

is 
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is the language that prevails in the 
two Caftiles, Leon, Aragon, Eftrema- 
dura, Andalufia, Navarre, Rioja and 
the mountains of Burgos ; in all 
which places it is common, with 
more or lefs purity, attended with 
an accent called Tonillo^ but with- 
out any variety of dialect. It is not 
fo in Aftufias, Galicia, Valencia and 
Catalonia, where they have a pro* 
vincial dialed, infomuch that the 
Caftilian language is not universal, 
though generally well underftood, 
and written in all parts, except 
in the mountains of Navarre and 
Bifcay, where it is neither fpoken, 
written, nor underftood by thfe com* 
mon people, ^hbhave a diffetent 
.\ language of their own, unconne£ted 
wUh the Caftilian ; but this is not 
B 4 the 
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the cafe iu Catalonia, Valencia, an4 
Galicia, the dialeds of whiph are cor- 
ruptions of the latin a5 well as thq 
Caftilian ; pf qourfe the affinity of 
the latter has been clpfer, anc} it9 
prpgrqfs more extenfive. 

Froqi fuch a diverfity of dialers i% 
\s natural;fo fuppofe that no inoderA 
language . abounds more than the 
Spanifh with foreign expreffipns, pw^ 
ing to the variety of nations that have 
yifited that Icingdom, conquered, it, 
or become fubjec^ to its dominioi^; 
which niakes it difficult to trace the 
prigin of its words, and has fwelled 
the didlionary of the Spanifh acade- 
my to fix volumes in folio, which is 
yet thought fo deficient, that the firft 
volume has been reprinted with con- 

fiderablQ 
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^derable additions, for whoever at- 
tempts an etymplogical work of this 
nature, muft, exclufive cff modem 
languages, poffefs a rich fund of ori* 
ental literature, added to a perfe6l 
knowledge of latin and greek, a judg- 
ment of which may be formed from 
the fpecimen exhibited by the learn- 
ed Cobarruvias{a). If then we fup- 
pofe the Spanifti language to be di- 
vided into 100 parts, fixty muft h^ 
allot4:ed to latin, ten to greek, ten to 
the goths and northern nations, ten 
hcbrew and atabic, and ten german^ 
Italian, and french, with -the new 
words imported from the £aft and 
Weft-Indies. 



(a) Teforo de.Ia lengua Gaftellaha o Efp^nola, ppi^. 

In 



t>on Sebafiian dc Cobarru vias Orozco. Madrid, 1 6 1 1 • 
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In the year 1300 there were five 
national languages fpoken in Spain» 
viz, the Caftilian, Lemofin, Portu- 
guefe, Galician, and Bifcayan, in 
their refpedive provinces ; while the 
following dead languages were equal-^ 
ly common, viz, the hebrew amongft 
the Jews, the arabic amongfl the Ma- 
hometans, and the latini and greek a- 
mongft the Chriftians. Aldrete has 
fairly proved in his book on the 
•' Origin of the Caftilian language,'* 
that it never exifted as a diftinc^i lan- 
guage prior to the invafion of the 
goths, and that it owed its origin to a 
corruption from the latin, though the 
exad time could not be fixed. Sc-t 
veral parchment infcriptions and pOt 
ems having been difcovered and dug 
up in Granada in the fixteenth cftn-r 
tury^ weakly attributed to St. Cecilius 



SPANISH POETRY. n 
a difcipie of St. Jamps, and fiippofe<i 
(to be coeval with the days of the a^- 
paftlei; yet written in the Spanifb 
language ; theffp were alleged with ati- 
intemperate zeal againft Aldrete, 
who, dreading the irofl hand of fu- 
perftition^ and not darlng.to contra* 
di£t the blind notions of his country- 
picn, unwilling at the fame time to 
give tip his opinion, he fell upon this. 
Angular device, ** that thefe writings 
were delivered in a prophetic ftrain,'' 
^nd thug avoided the conteft. Thefe 
jnonum^nts of grofs and bigoted ere- 
dulity were carefully fcnt to Rome to 
be examined, where they have fince 
been finally condemned, and the bu- 
(inefs is now. at aa end fa). We need 

[a) Eapebrochius, in his Life of Ferdinand the 
(aint, for the 30th of May, has given a full Account? 
9! thefe Granada poems 4 even the leading of them 

not 
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not then be furprifed at their igno? 
ranee in other matters relating to the 
antiquities and hiftory of their Coun- 
try. Father Sarmiento, a learned be- 
nedidine, complains^, that there are 
feveral hebrew and arabic books, re- 
lating to Spain, with which his own 
countrymen are totally unacquaint- 
ed ; adding that Albupharage was ; 
tranflated by an Englifhman, Elmacin 
by a Dutchman, ^nd t\ic Geagraphia 
Kubienfis by a Maronite, being all a- 
rabic coropoCtionSi which, without 
abfolutely belonging to Spanifli hift- 
ory, are replete with a variety of mat- 
ter that greatly ferves to illuftratc 
its hiflpry and geography. But let 

wjis prohibited in 1641, aad they were finally con- 
demned in 1689. ^^Memorias para la bifloria de ^ 
Poefia y Poetas Efpanoles. Per El Rmo. P. M. 
Martin Sarmiento, Mad.rid, 177^/' 
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me not involve you in fuch a chaos. I 
have already exercifed your patience 
and let me rather entertain you with 
this agreeable climate, fo particu- 
larly iiiyiting at this feafon of the 
year. 

I have made an excurfion to the 
famous mountain of Montferrat, the 
w^onder of naturalifts, which our en- 
glifh travellers in Spain have fuS- 
ficiently defcribed. I fpeak of it on- 
ly in a poetical flyle, as it has been 
celebrated in heroic verfe by Chriftdr 
pher de Virues of Valencia, whofe 
poem of Monjerrate I fend you here- 
with, which makes it unnecefFary for 
me to add any more on the fubje^l. 
You may remember this poem was 
alfo in Don Quixote's library, and 

preferved 
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preferved from the Hames. Should 
this find you reading that incompara^ 
ble romance, obfetvc that I have juft 
been on the fpot near the walls of 
this, city» where the Bachelor Sanfon 
Carrafco, alias the intrepid Cahdlen 
de la Blanca Luna, overthrew in fingle 
combat the unfortunate hero of La 
Mancha^ and gave the finifhing ftroke 
to his extravagant adventures. 

Adieu. 



i 
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LETTER IL. 

Latin poets in Spain after the Conqueft of the 
Romans^ and under the Gotbs^ 

BARCELONA, rzth MAY, 1778. 

AS you propofed 10 fet out im- 
mecjiaiely for England, and 
to pafs with the utmoft expedition 
through France, I hope I fhall foon 
bear of your fafe arrival, as it will 
be fome time before 1 can join 
you. Whatever may be the novel- 
ties and pleafure ariling from travel, 
the mind naturally preponderates to- 
wards home, and I feldom pafs a day 
without calling awiflful eye towards 
England, and enjoying, in private, 

the 
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the pleafing expe^lation of returning 
to my own country, and once more 
With rapture, to hail fair Britannia ! 

I find, fince I came here, that I 
had a narrow efcape, and that if I 
had been longer at fea, and obliged by 
any accident, to put into Marfeilles, 
our fhip would have been feized and 
ourfelves become the dupes of a per- 
fidious and inveterate enemy ! but 
thank God we have had the good jl 

fortune to avoid their deceitful wiles. 

Having mentioned 'to you the de- 
feat of the hero of La Mancha^ yoii 
will perhaps expect from this place a 
fcene on the gallies, fimilar to the | 

one defcribed in fo lively a manner 
in Don Quixote, but thofe days _ 

are ! 
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a^e pad at .Barcelona ; . the fanrbouf 
has long fioce bieen chdakediipiwitH 
land; the. plans offered 19 reine- 
dy this defe<^ have beeii reje£led, 
and though th^ city an tj port have 
lately beien beautified, tkislpia^e is 
Qn]y frequented by fmall voffels, and 
the arfenal which ierved for th£^ 
gallies. formerly the , terror '.of- the 
Moors, is now converted into afoun<p 
dery <of cannon, where I have fecn 
them bufy at work,. The corfairs 
are well apprized of this alceration, 
for the day I entered Barcelona, I law 
two of their crui|ers ftand clofe in to 
the mouth of the harboiir,. with an 
exulting indifference. 

I have fpent my time v«y agreear 

blyin thii plac^, and have ^efihx>f fe* 

C veral 
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veral cheaiful parties in the neigh-» 
bou^hoodU M have laid in a provi* 
fion of good Mataro wine, which is a 
red wine little inferior to Forty Rtxd 
confiderably cheaper,' and have had 
the pleafurei to drink ybur health in 
a bumper of' excellent Sitges, by far 
tbebeft bfJall the Catalonian wines, 
which an general have a roughnefst 
with *a certain gout de terroir. 

Previous to my departure for Va* 
lencia^ I refume my favourite fubje<ft» 
and "^ entertain you' with thevpoets 
after* the conqueft of the Romans, 
and under the Goths, as introduc-^ 
lory fo what I' (hall fay of the 
Caftilian mufe when I come to il- 
ludrate its differetH: erks, under its 
monarcbs^ till the fuccellioh of a 

' ^ french 
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Irench prince to the tbrQjpye of. Spain. . 
I fhall point out the various Caneio-: 
neros^ -or coUedtons, that have been 
made . of the Poets, the Spanifih 
tranflations of the gr^ek an4 latin, 
daffies, and italian poets, as well as 
the Spanifh writers who have pro- 
fessionally treated of the art. 

We read that the natives were 
jbnd'ofpoetiy time immemorial, and 
cultivated it with lingular delight. 
Silius Italicus relates^ that the peo- 
ple of Galicia compofed and fung 
verfes in their original tongue. Stra- 
bo extols the ingenuity of the Turde-. 
tani^ and fays that they had hiflories 
and poems, as well as laws written, 
in verfe, when it was firft applied, as 
Horace fays, to foften the manners, 
C'2 9nd 
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aiid intiidt^Uise orckf gf&d xitc&ruhixi-g 
to civil ib^iety. . As to the priiMttive 
language of Spain we atte kill in^ tfae 
darl& Cdncisrning it) if wb give it ft 
greek oi-phcenician origihat, a'fimiUis 
genius of pd6try will natarally fol- 
low ^ if it tbdUM be cidmp&red to the 
Hebrew, wWeh neitUetyou'nor I uib^. 
deriland, I mufl refer you to a learn- 
ed Jjritifli prelate, tof whofe refined, 
and claffical tafteype' are. indebted &>v 
ajuftidea of the poettyof that people. 

. Aftef Spain had been cotiquered hif 
. jthe Romans, itinfenfibly became tii£ 
feat of the rtiufes. Caius Julius Hyn- 
ginus, tt^;&^edmanoF,Auguflus, aaocdv 
accoirding to. Snetonius, a Spaniird 
by birth, wifs the intimate friend 9f 
Ovid, and is faid to be the author 'q^ 

:. . (h? 
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jthft aflDomqmic^d! poetry that goes uii*' 
dcr'his aaihb., iii tlbe fanieia^e flod* 

, neca f^ieakbrlbatinidiffereQtl^, taxing 
Hibk mrith' beia^ (more uigHniotts tliaui 
leaihoi,) 9nt^(fo 'f],igfaty and .ttnequal 
iridalal^i that^he.fo^m^d \o. Jkll in* 
tSkj'it^QKlxm^a^l^nd fuftiah wfak^ 
jSkw o ; talwfi .xkfiiic9 iof in the poetf 
dfiC(i>ili<»vd, iNytk9.)pi^rhaps had ape- 
lioliactt^ <}£ madiiKr and ^dkii^on, .fudi 
e»(&Veh.Lw^:liie hiftockn could luat 
divdl himfelf 6£, The icil^. <of Cqp- 
•dxlncEE'ijparQdnccid thxee goitrd .-ppets ijite* 
xfaxrthat mcmftfi^ Keoo, tke iw6 Stod- 
^s^axui :Lupa»ibi , The! tragedies :ctf 
d&onecli arethe.etsly4<it«ui>cin98£xtaiiic 
ififf itfa^;acicaeiit».j'' Maiiti^oTBslbili^ 
-iaorarffiaiiiJbaia; fe^Airagoli,. lived vvni' 
dbrdddmitiaoJ.vIjbejhieimaiis federal 
. .j::.J C3 other 
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other poets that made a figure in his 
days; fuch as Unicus, . his kinfman, 
whofe brother, was alfo a poet» Cahi- 
us of Cadiz, Decianus of Meiida, and 
LtcianusiaJft) of Bilbilis. :From thii 
time doiwn to the emperor Conftazi4 
tine, the poetic vein feems to have 
greatly declined. Juvencos, a piiefl, 
put 'the gofpel into hexameter verie; 
£Lnd was the firfl ecclellaftical bard. 
Arator tranfldted the x£ts of ttie apof- 
ties into hexameters, and was follow- 
•ed by Sediilius. Latinus Facatus, in 
■a panegyric on the emperor Theodd- 
-fins, declares, that Spain abounded 
in .valiant ;ibldiers, eloquent orators^ 
jand excellent poets. ;St. Jerome 
fpeaks of Aquiliu^ Severus, a Spanift 
poet, wlio flourifhedl under Valenti- 
nian. Bnidentius,^ who lived in the 
• ) fourth 
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fbofth century,- is equaiHy read for 

rhe harmony 0f -hra biimbei^, as for 

4fa6inforinatibn he gives^oftbechuixh 

hiiftO»y of his-tirtie. 



( 
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■ We now cottie to the Mh century; 
whJen th6 ' favagc— goth-^ oVetFiia. thtf 
&&ii^hiOtis oi Sjpain ; though; Viii 
miift-not cfe^ge thefe invad«*»' With 
ffee-lgnorattte and bairbfetify- df the 
a^r or til^ke> them 'tiM' it)»l^:deC^ 
pfdikrs of that iiafte which ^^-iflfe.TO- 
imm had left with- the^ • Spiifi<ta¥ds: 
A' tate poM^erftil? c^ufe^o{)*?ttt^d' on 
the mind : The gloom of fuperHition 
univerfally prevailed, the eccleGaf- 
ty pmt '■ fail ^ l«>ly u&m Ute fdigion, 
v^ 'ftj^id :tty>l>Mlt iil-4[)n'4|S byfte^ 
'Aet; anliihiffig^iu^ ^ti^ctamped^ 

'9id^-,[ i<rM]i^i]^ .': : .-1 n-^.f-Kyrani, 
fli 



tfed ctevouori t>f the-^ebple, who v/^fe 
€bnu6»tdisi&(iQf\thfi ftU'^gOify. (t>f i thj9 
gentiles; fo that byjd^e§»/€yj|jv^ 
idea of the fublime and beautiful 
^s i»ft-» n^^aeiMs-h^weyer fpe^k; of 
9 iDpanifli.po^t; €aUe^ .^arobaud^s, 
Dobo iras,^fiilluftti9iR l^irtb, aMi^ft 
(^MIcqC or?^(o^; ^prthjfjQ be ^Uikd 
with': tl^iMtfjiiplitJ;:, adding ftfc^tjtije 
dofkitihed i»of^ei:.Th«o#.Q^ the j|p4, 
in whi)le i<i4)f8. . alfo J^v^: Dracofttjijij 
inh^rMdOt^i^i^ to Iftd^c vrtit: aiifbisr 
roic! ipe»^o«^; ; $bei ,.<?€ Sfttiwjn .'«f- itlrc 

-"r* .;-;?" 0? oHj ,!' 'ir/'itq V..j, .':>viai; 

. r ll^t^ filSiiC«8t^l^<K« Hod tfe^f y, 
<bo]^^tiy>9ii3iu ]S^(i:o9)pDf«4^|»% 
eih i:;i.iiK|(icl|i^ Q!Wllp|F«»ith||^Aoi^3(tf 
Bbaebltid^ttei^ao 9(«gfls4 H^gJUr 
laar'-aliufioa for i^ qltidftian prelate. 

la 
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In the ^xth century flouriOied Oren- 
cius, who is fpoken of by Segebert 
Gemblacemcis^' atid writ' a poem en- 
titled Cpmmonitorium^ in hexameters 
iand pentameters, pubtiHrtfdWtth nbt^ 
I bynfkther'^Martin Ant:oiiio iiel Rib, 

I and more porre^Jly b^ DpnJuianTa- 

mayo de Salazar. In the feventh ccn- 
tui-ywe h^^e^. lidefdJiJbsf kitehbi^o^ 
of 'Toledo,- 1 who coiri^fbdf/tfpigiims 
and epitapiis; - 6tv -Bugitei^bi^^tchbiiic- 
ihbp of ^efansr cimrchi Ksdmiiivusi 
ihe poem i>f ; flDacom^ ioti iob^ cxtH^ 
tTon of .th)s[: -wdttld T a lofty them^ 
fbdainglyivefeiivi^ for ttie< jdignlty of 
ourpwn lan^g^, S|8 th^ie(X{ierieticfe<»f 
many %g^ iua ^dvidentty CbittWh, tlw(( 
« i>elohgeM to the^<^ihe.vMilt«m ai^ 
' ]»»6, tb treiit fo fubinbb' a fufeje^ 

xmti'-fin'g ■> ■^"'Jv- ' ■■- 'iilf ■' ■'' - fj 
'■'i^*r Of manVfirft difobedience." 

I. S T T £ R 
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Jminuy t9,Makn^., tathf-.P^ry under th 
Saracens. Library of Don Gregori? Mirfans. r . 
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TI:i£.:badnefs: (?#;, rpads, th? 
w^Cnt; of poftrhjQrfei^.iand car- 
ijagc5.!WUh tt»!eincohve»iBence ofmi- 
ferable iims«: arei common topics iot 
ii:aveUd:!s inthls couout ; but wemuft 
iHtribute. it itidber id theirgotfaic laws 
^nd bad:polic)t of :gov.erftment, thaii 
to the hatpial.difpofitiojo of the peor 
pie; HTUI' the old tenures are.abof 
li(hed, a^twsUi as'th^ variety of fhafck- 
les with wl4.<h induftiy. is fettered, 
the traveller muft bear every thio^ 

■ with 
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with patience ; for othei^i^, he OSi- 
ly offers an idle and'-ufdefs coot- 
plaint! In every town atid village 
the ptivilegi Of keeping an inn be^ 
longs to thc'lofd of the liiiXiOT or ih^ 
corporation, if a private perfob' with* 
oh^ authoritjr; was tO ;niake: the at* 
tempt he w;ouM. incur a ibvece pienat* 
ty,. and ! be: i immediately ponlfliid:; 
Thus, theprivileged iiinh<;}Jifei:;fleecei 
the; paffen^r with impunity, ithatiiie 
may pay an d^dorbitant veiitto dbelamb 
lord, belides a «oh^eittble premium 
at entrance.,' In imiiny phicps. this 
occupation is dedxted a pubilic officii 
which every one in bifr tum ja obitgol 
todUchkrge;i6]nidtimes fetla term ^ 
tfa^^e years./ • When the loit iiappeni 
to iall da- an-^iiidigeat .peafant, 'what 
tjoknfoit icaiL 'be. found crndec ftis. 
. 1 ' roof? 



m 
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jpof?.: JB&cw.sjfn iskCh. a9.inn be |)«o- 

49f'lie«lsj aiie.feo l>c ;§»pe^ed from f 
j»an, wbp: wmppetl up *pjJbis cloafc 
ibis iflept isUi his life 'cm Ukii : ground ? 
fiiit jthbii^notall : ; .p^vifiotis are-a^ 
nother mioopoiy. It would be hlgh> 
ly-cnipnia4'foraiiinhiJLeeper to ha.'^tf 
ai'iaidttrfroireven vrineiin'hii cellar v 
every tfaiUl^diKdl be. {Diuitdi;ifE# sttidjf^ 
fbimed . -planes; -ivtiecc iD^r . WeineSd 
tixtvellcaDiitufttgO'ariCetBiiiifsfeirvamfif ' 
ftnd even ihfin fi^domi fiaAs ivhat ibe 
want8^)^t{ ti^efe:plades,.iii(daiii.'and 
&orh>i$idUsilpailbe isio ekpefi; added 
to,jtI^~reccpux)n>b£iannei|eiiiy ra«Uer 
^ana fiienol, sandiieiokrjb^'ithe: londt- 
ioed/ hife iuiiufiSi and'^lis ceomrfv^' 
wUkh rfixfeo(|tbe )naihies^t^ whoi ktcaif 

k . from 
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JErom home^ tinkrs;urgedby.the irtmoft 
heceffity; by which means the country 
is.iinhofpitable^.aiid the tcavellor.as 
mii^ch at a lof&^as in the defarts of 
Arabia. 

M Under thefe forbidding drcuiii- 
(lances, animated by that infatiable 
pdflion/ curiofiiy^ I hired a. carriage 
at Barcelona, drawn by mules, hav«« 
ing previoufly provided myfeif with 
a kettle, knife, fork, and fpoon, 
napkins, and a little flock of qofFee, 
chocolate, tea, fugar, &c. with a 
(camp-bed, arid other field equipage ; 
thus I fallied forth in quefl of adven^' 
tures, having obtained a permit from 
• the Captain-generai of the province 
to travel with fire-arms, which wa* 
jnfertcd ;n my paflport, and in this 

mannert 
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mannec, travelling at the rate of 
about twenty miles a day, I arrived 
happily stt this plea fant city, delight" 
fully fituated near the fea, Jn a beau- 
tiful vale, fo highly efteemed'by the 
Moors, that they fondly conceived 
paradife to be feated ia that part of 
heaveti. which hangs over it. No 
wonder then if the poetic vein fliould 
partake of the happy influence of the 
climate, and the Valencian mufe be 
fo remarkably infpired. 

. In my lad letter I am afraid I 
overpowered you with dulnefe, in 
wandering through the dark ages of 
gothic barbarity and ignorance ; we 
now draw jiear to a more brilliant 
epocha, the invafion of Spain by the 
Saracens iii the eighth century; which 

brought 
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brought about a further revolution in 
the under (laading of men, as well as 
in dominion * GnCe with the arts and 
fciences, the Arabs introduced a new 
flrain of imigery to enliven the fancy 
of thepoei; the mufe partook of its 
bold metaphor and lofty flighty robed 
in the fplendid garb of fidion, decked 
with oriehtail pearl, and heightened 
with all the powei:s of imagination I 
Without tracing the remote origin of 
poetry from the fongs of the gothic 
bards or the iflandic fcalds, the po- 
etical field becomes animated^ and 
the Rhunic enchantments feebje 
and dim i when compared with the 
boundlefs luxuriance of the Eaft: 
jiowever, we muft not lofe. fight of 
the latin mufe, when in queft of her 
Caftilian dififcendant, but once more 

-' behold 
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behold hei.wub her difhevellcd 
locks, dtfgutfed Under gothic drsrpigi 
ry. Amongft thefe was 'Fheodolpbus, 
hiSaop of Orleans, in the eighth cen« 
tory,: though a native of Spain, wholb 
pbeiiis have been publiQied in France 
by father Sirmond : thor<; of Alvaro 
(^ Cordova, in the tiimh century, 
jind of. Ciprian, arch-^pHeA of Cor- 
dova, have been preferved in Spain 
by the late father Florez, a karned 
monk and celebrated antiquary — 
Were it ncceflary, I could foon fwcll 
the lift; for at that time poetry feein- 
ed to. inflame every breaft, Alvaro Of 
Cordova particularly fpeaks of it, as 
a. vain amufement and paftime, ii) 
which Si. Kulogius and himfelf had 
waRed niuch of.their youth. It is froni 
thefe writers, and the imperceptible 
. ■ decay 



4ecay «f the Htaidia iton^ud^' 'tbai \\^ 
Ainft trace the fiift dawd' ^^he'Ca^' 
JUlian mufe ; 'CdJicernmg ^i'ch I 
mead to eMertain yow, vrHefi I liave 
ranged a littk iurijber in t^ls ^^ght^ 
^1 fpoti and beheld the .variety of 
landscapes, mth which theibi(^nteons 
iatid o^ ndkm^ has ev^ry wHiete em 
l?iched this c^atniiog juaiil ibe^utiful 
icbuntiy^- •..;:.. :i . ' j 

• -.-.; . • ':.; J- '■-■■■• ■ . • !. i..:.- 

V'ln the coutfe oiFray ramti^ amidft 
lorange gtdyes', ki^menfe' |4aiitatioas 
of mulberry trees, and varkms p\e&^ 
fant: gaTrdeiis, t^la^v'e in vain fought 
/or the Olwtra ie Vdencia^ mi^ntion. 
ed in Don ^ixote. That famous 
^hd veneraBJfc tree, ceiebratcd by flo- 
ral games and rural fports, now exj^ 
t^ Ho more, thoiigh the oKve is cul- 

/ D tivated 
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tiyated with the greateft afiGduityaod 
yields, excellent oil. Hearing that 
there was a velTel in the road.qf 
Valenciai.bound for England, I have, 
fent y<m ajar of oil ; and fome excelr 
lent olives, which though perhaps not 
.fo lufcious as thofe from Andalufia,. 
that Gicproi was fo fond of; yet- 1 
hope m%y Aill find a place ^t ydut 
table. The culture pf the. olive i» 
general in all this part of the coun.- 
try. The method of propagating 
. it, is Ajli the faipe ^& n^^htipned 
by Virgil; 

*' Qjiin .& caudicibua fedis ,inirabile. diStu ' 
\f Tn^ditur f ficcq »d^s^ c4eaginf ligno.".,; 

GSOR.q. 8. V, ^o, 

I have had the pleafure to becqm^ 
acquainted with the learned andcour^ 
,tepp§ Don Greg9ri9,Mayaijs, forpiey* 

" ■ ' ' '^ 
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ly librarian to the kthg; who now liv,es 
here, having a good eftaCe in this 
Country, and to his politenefs I am. 
much indebted for many civilities, as 
well as great information. To giv^ 
you an account of his numerous writo 
ings in almoft every branch of litera- 
ture and jurifprudence, would fill a 
volume. You have read his life of 
Cervantes, annexed to the Garter^ 
edition of Don Qjiixote. He is 
-now writing the life of Virgil, and is 
pofifefTed of a moft curious' and valua- 
ble library, chiefly of the writers of 
his own country, with many fcarce 
manufcripts, ' and a numerous collec- 
tion of the old Spanifli tranflations 
of the greeK ^nd latin claiHcs. He 
fi now in a very advanced age; but 
Ailt preferves vivacity and a moft af- 
D 2 fable 
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fablt di^fitioa, a4ded< to ?> furpri:^ 
fing fti>plicatk)ii.< " !Dui^ng the, inw 
ttipiks of the j^fuliis, • w)ip. werr afcaid 
df him, M' hottfe a^d library limixt 
ilnvelled by-iin arm^d'fCHrde ; 4ragdoni$ 
htolib lata his (ludyl 4ad took awa^r 
many of hii books by ijuthbricy i-'^ 
Oh, hsipp^ EnglatMlf w^fc. the pio^t 
^drty Of indi\^dU6l6-^ ii fkcred, ointl 
where the l^aft^ violation of liberty; 
meets with a fpiriredand jtiH refeht^ 
iUebt frtim the people ; of which we 
have ktely had fo ilriking an inflatice 
In a'€af<^'of:this na^urs. Such is tHfi 
public fpitit of our- country, that if 
the moft'flagitious character is attack? 
cd eith^et in his perfoh. or free^iom^rV 
I fay,, were ev«n fiach; .evcff idi bo 
oppreflfed, the tute^ry . genius off lif 
berty guards the injured party with 

her 
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her {hield, in hopes that a due fenfe 
of her protedlipn, may corred the 
heart and reform paft errors; — but 
Don Gregorio Mayans is juft at my 
door, antl I mud bid you farewell. 
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LETTER IV/ 



Attachment of tb^ Spaniards to the Araiic mm* 
hers. Literature of the Spanifh Jews. 



VALENCIA 2ath MAY 1778, 

AS I poftponc making you ac- 
quainted with the Caflilian 
mufe till my arrival at Madrid, I can- 
not fefrain from troubling you with 
fome further reflections on the fara- 
censi tending to elucidate the influ- 
ence which their government had o- 
ver poetic numbers. The very faces 
of the prefent inhabitants carry fuch 
a ftriking refemblance of their ancef- 
tors^ and the african cad of feature is 

fo 
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lb ptrce^tible^ that I am infcnfiblf 
led iiito this fubjed. 

It beijig conlmoii fdr the Vanquifli- 
fed to receive laws from the conque-*- 
tot, it Was natural that Spain {hould 
Ihate the fate df arms, and receive with 
the faracen yoke their manners and 
riiftoms. Thcfe people having held 
a long pdf^eifion of this country, in- 
troduced their language^ religion, 
ind literature. . The oriental ftyle of 
poetry pervaded every mind, and the 
exuberant genius of its compofitiori 
hot only became univerfal, but in a 
maiiner Worked the dovvnfal of the 
Toman numbers. Alvaro df Cordo- 
va, complains that the Spaniards had 
fo totally forgotten the latin tongue, 
and given the preference to arabic, 
D 4 . that 
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that ir waf difiicult even amofij^ M 
thoufand people, to fii^ one wlw 
could write a latin letter. So great 
wa5 the attsrchmentof the people to^ 
the cha^daic books^ and the literature 
€>f tht orient ak^ tliat they could write 
Arabic with remapk^ble' parity, and 
compofe verfes with jr;^ much fluency 
and elegance as the ara^bians thepPH 
felves- Not only cha|:med with tfapu^ 
poetry, they even embraced their re- 
ligion; forlfen, kipg-of Cordpva, who? 
^ied in 795, had three thoufand apof- 
tates from chriilianity, in his train. . 

Thus «ft«r a kiHg^ period ^ neai 
eight .hoadred years, that the domini-' 
oil ol the arab» contfoued ; the pro^ 
vinces pf Spain fplit into numeroul' 
dynaftie^^ flousiilied ia oriental l&te^ 

mature 
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tature; whUit the Gallilians diftia- 
f ufQi€d tb;infeives in feats of arms, 
Rja4 were TpiUiDg their blood in de-^ 
fence of th^ir territories ;.hor)our andl 
Jc^ve were Tung by thfc bacds, and. 
ibe arabic mufe forniflied a nume- 
(09$ lift of poets, whofe n^ines are 
tecordcd \n the BiUiotlie^a J^if^ of 
Don NicQlas Antonio; the oriental 
dii9;ionary of Herbelot, and' the ara- 
bic hifpanic co^leiSion of; mafiufcripts 
01 die ^fcnriai^ lately piib}:ifhe4 at 
Madrid, by Caftri, a Maroaite, i» 
f«fO volcnnes . m folio; at Ms catholic 
marjdly'^ iexpfnce ; whcjfe a nuokeroufr 
€olk<^on of poets may be founds 
hitherto »tixiiQ^ticed, all whiich are 
^atcfuHf. pre'fefVed ia the valuable 
libracy of the efcuriaL In this cla^ 
the provifiU of Andaluil» {articular- 
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\y diilinguiflied itfelf; its ihhabitatid 
feemed animated with a {ieculiat 
brilliancy of compofition. The twd 
. academies 6i Cordova and Seville 
&one beyond others. Their Writers 
introduced harmony and numbers 
into the moil feribus fubjeds,, leaving 
nothing either in I'eligidn or poli- 
tics, nor in any branch of polite arts 
which did not partake of their verfe 
iand poetical enthufiafm. Ebn Tar- 
' hun of Seville who fiouriihed in the 
year 6gi of the hegira, raifed his mtife 
to the mod fublime themes ; he fang 
of the creatian of man ; of the fouFj 
and defcribed the temple of Mecca. 
DhihaldinAlkazary whoHourifhed iri 
the fixth age of the hegira, writ a po* 
em called " the treafure of poetsf"; 
while others employed themfclves in 

comments 
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comments on their moft claffical wri- 
ters. Ebn Forgia, who lived in the 
fifth age of the hcgira, writ a comment 
tary on the famous poet Almotuabi; 
and Ebn Macrana commented upon 
the poem on animals by the perfian^ 
Abiotman. Nor were the powers of 
verfification confined to the men, 
biit extended equally to the fair fex ; 
feveral ladies gave proofs of their ta:- 
fents, thofe of Ahdalufia in particu- 
lax, did honout to the mufes, and 
their works are preferved in the ef- 
curial ; but none were more famous 
than Maria Alphaifuli of Seville, 
who was the Sappho of her time. 

Befides thefe celebrated geniuffes, 
the fame of many others has been 
preferved in the dictionaries of ara- 

bic 
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bic Spaniards, compiled by mali0iii<> 
etan writers : fuch as the didionar' 
xy arable and hifpantc, in the efcu- 
rial, of all the caliphs, captains, phi- 
lofophers, poets, and learned ladies 
of Spain, in four large volumes, by 
£bn Alkhali Mahomed Ben Abdalla 
in the year 710 of the'hegira. Like- 
V/ife the hiilory of all the Spaniards 
and Africans, &mous in arts and fci- 
ences, particularly in poetry, writ- 
ten by Ben Mahomed Abu Nalfer 
Alphath of SeviUe, who lived in the 
fixth age of the hegira ; which bool;^ 
is in the king of France's library. 
Thus the arable mufe flourifbed 
while fuppoited by the cimeter, 
and totally periflied with its em- 
pire, when the victorious arms of 
JFerdinand and Ifabella drove the 
moors out of Granada. 

It 
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It is to ' thofe days we \ mufi alio 
]odk i^p, to form an idea of the lite:* 
iJatu^re of the Spanifli Jews, which 
was cherifhed by Maftp.rsfrom Babyitn 
JoflL, where fhey^ had academies fup-j 
ported by thtemfelves ; at a time whtqt 
books were fo' fcaro^ in. Spain «*»► 
mongft chfifiians, that id the begitii 
ning of jhe tenth century, one and 
the fame bible, with St JerbiSa's epift 
ties and other ecclefiaftical works fer- 
yed different i?W)nafteries./Iiif theyiear 
967, Rabbi Mpfes and his.fonHabbi 
Enoich, having bcpn taken by pirates^ 
wcrefold as flayes at Cordova, and re-* 
deemed by/ their brethren ^ who elU* 
Wiftied a fchool at Cordova, o£ 
whlich Rabbi Mofes was appointed 
the ,head^ who being defirous of 
returning back to his own country^ 

the 
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the moorifib king of. Cordova would 
not ^ve . his conCept, rejoicing t^iat^ 
his Hebrew fubjeds had mailers of 
their own religion at hoine, without 
the neceflity of receiving them from 
a£3reign aniverfity; and every in- 
dttlgence was granted them with ref* 
peS to their worihip, exhibiting a 
t^ue fpirit of toleration, worthy to be 
followed byitheir chxiflian fuccefibrs* 

In the year 1039, Rabbi Ezechias 
was put to death at Babylon, who 
had fucceeded Hai Gazon, whofe 
fons fled to Spain, by which the el^ 
derfliip of the Gaons became extind, 
adid their college was transferred to 
Cordova, from whence a fwarm oihtr 
brew poets iflued lorth, that have 
jbeen noticed by various, learned wrir 

ters. 
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pets. Our countryman Thomas Hyde 
in his treatife De ludis orieiUalUnts^ 
mentions a hebrew poem on the 
game of ch/sfs by Aben Ezra. 



In Poftugali Rabbi David Ben 
Salomon Ben D^vid lachlfa of Lifbon 
who lived in 1440, writ a treatife 
on: hebrew iwetry, which was tranf-r 
Zated into latin by Oenebrard, anid 
pri^tied in 1587, at the end of his 
ift^oge^ to read hcbriew without , 
points ; it abounds with quotations 
of the different metres of the hebrew 
poetry in Spain. They may he very 
fublime, but for my part I cannot 
ucad the language, either with points' 
or'w.ithout, and you will pardon this 
digreflion: however it gives us an 
idea of the flouriihing ftate of their 

fchools 
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fchodHsiu CoEdova^ ScviHe, iGranadaj 
«iid' Tol«dQ, and we heed not hi 
§itpTikd flC che ' n^^mirous heb]%«V 
proverbs; aiid mbde^ b£ fpbeeh, tha| 
have cr-ept into - the. €a,ftilian lan- 
guage,' and^foirm a cx]ttif{>itiiious |xirt 
i6f 1(6 pbnlleology ; lor though king 
John lid ^batiiflicd the J)e#s oub^ 
his kingdom, and the « rigid and ci>ii^' 
«l in4«ifttio4 *was ajfeepwards eft^ 
feliffied to purge the natibn of that 
fed, yec all the horrors of that blocjdy 
tribunal, . have not been able com* 
pieatly- to tS^ %}»s -jT^nguixiaty 
purpofe. , ' • :' ' i 

, The SJMinilh langeag^: owes tlicfe 
people a particalar ijobligation, for 
that curious verfion of ti^e hebfew 
books . of th6 old teJQiainent, wbi^h 

long 
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long after their expulfion they firft 
printed at Ferrara, in 1553, in a go- 
thic-fpanifli letter ; a curious and 
Hcarce book, comprehending many 
energetic words, 2^nd peculiar cxpref- 
fions, not to be found in the didion- 
ary of the Spanifli academy, and 
which they feem to have cautiouily a- 
voided. This verCon is thought to 
have been made by that learned 
grammarian, David Kimcbi^ in the 
tenth century. Father Sarmiento 
has given many critical and judici- 
ous reafons for attributing this ver- 
fion to the age of Kimchi, and cen- 
fures father Simon greatly, for fay- 
ing it was made at the time it was 
printed, when fcarcely underftood by 
the Tews, quam vix Judai intfUigunt. 
But you will fay I am now going 
on at an extravagant rate* Should 
£ this 
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this fifid you fafe returned, as I hope 
it will, remember me to my reverend 
friend, your brother; tell him what 
he loies in nor (ludying Spanifli, and 
if be fmiles at the conceit, remind 
him 4}{ Gafpar Liinienberg, who has 
Written de non conUmnendis ex lingua 
hifptmica fUilitatibus theologicis [a). 

Having now furnifhed you fuffici- 
ently with hebrew, arabic, and go* 
ttiic'fpanifli information, and poured 
in upon you a legion of hard words^ 
added to a variety of uncouth and 
harih-fbunding names, I (hall in my 
next -touch upon the procecdipgs of 
the Trobadours, and then fet out for 
Madrid. Meanwhile I take iny laft 
farewell of jews and mahometans- 

{a) See Bibliotheoi Grasca, of Fabncius. 

LETTER 
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Protfitdings if the trohadbws fit the ikigiom ^ 
JragsHy until its mim to the crown of CaJHle. 
CharaBer of the Marquis of f^llena, an tmi*^ 
nmt poet. 

VAL^NCIA> ^ift MAY, 1^78. 

FRipJVt the miftaken laws and no*- 
t-ions cosi^eraing inns on tlie 
jroad, you KvUi emtertain a yeiry iiidill* 
ferent idea oi the ioitierior {>oike and 
govcmment in towm io Jiua/couatiy. 
Vjdenda, htaMen&c^ in this xefpe(9;, 
ideferves fone exc^ions, andlin^s 
tiot a little fiiiprized:at my <returo io 
iny inn the {iocoiid nigjht a&er my 
arrival, to fee the city guarded |>!y a 
, . E a patrol, 
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patrol, the men carrying lanthorns 
and poles in their hands like our 
London watchmen. THls regulation 
is owing to the patriotic fpirit of Don 
Do ft Joachin Foz, ar worthy magif- 
trate, who propofed it for the relief 
of a number of poor men, heretofore 
employed in the making of fire- 
works, a confiderable branch of in- 
duflry in this capital, till a late pro- 
clamation abolifhed them all Qver the 
kingdom. To find bread for a num- 
ber of diftrefied families, he hit up- 
on this laudable' expedient* They 
walk the fevefal ftreets from eleven 
at night, till five in the morning, cry- 
ing -the hours :and the weather, and 
keeping the peace as withus; but as 
this fine climate bfeldom obfcured by 
^ark nightsm cbudy mornings, the ferene 

atmofpherc 
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atniofphere only ^tSbcds- them a mo- 
notony of expt'effion, and the wprd^- 
reno, becomes their conilant clamour 1;- 
from whence they have acquired thei 
mmt of S€r€neros^ whicl^.adde^ to the 
ftillnefs of the town» refcalled to my 
mind the beautiful night of Hilton.:. 

" Silence was pleaifed ; aow'glowM the fiiihament '' 
*' With ^vjng iapphiret: Hefpenis > that > led -'• 
"The flany hoft rode btighteOJ r-tr ^ • 

I have now an opportanit/ of im- 
proving myfelf in the pcfetry of the 
Trobadours ; for the language of this 
country is a dialtft of the ptdvenzalj 
and introduced itfdJF with theit vefrfe 
in all thofe parts where their num- 
bers prevailed ; Tuch as the cdiiii- 
ties of Languedoc, RouffiUofa; and 
Barcelona ; kingdoms of Valencia, 
Murcia, Majorca,' Minorca, and Sar- 
E5 dinia; 
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dinia; ^6te ii #e«a&>iw$ to this day. 
The S^^nlfh wrfteis boaft of theif 
Ttdbadoufs as h<fgh as the tweifth 09 
fhitteetsth eenturies^. tVillilfs de Bet* 
^^dsidt, a G^taUn baroo, wais ^cTVo* 
Ibtdour, iktid Ms pQ«9isarepifefei^ed iii 
the r^tldan libraryy {d] aw wiU as thof^ 
of Nun de M^taplan {b) ; they alfo 
rank Raiynijiwd LuUi, of Majorca, in 
this cla&: btH withotit Idbkimg fo fat 
back, I ihall not gp higher than the 
Courteenth^?entu.iy, when John the 
jBii^, king of. Aragoq,. who was alfo a 
t)6et, invited (he Jrobadours to fettle 
iaBarcelopa, as we ,Iearn from Zurita, 
the learned and claffic hifloirian of 
that kingdom. Tl^e fifteenth century 
produced the celebrated Aufias March 
and James Roig, both of Valencia ; 
the works of the former have been 

(a) Codex 3204, 3205, and JZ07, 
W Codex 3204, and 3205^.- 

turned 
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cntfned into Caftilkm verfe ; the Ixtter 
vented his ipleca a^aioA ^Dme» ina 
fatyrical piece* carlied i?/^tf, or *' th<i 
Looking-glais," which feems.ko have 
been imitated by Prior^ Tacoutt 
afterwards the favour of the fair fex* 
Roig fung the imioactilsae ocncep-^ 
tion of the Virgia. This poet Mmi 
phyfician to queea Ma)?y of Aragoii» 
Unit to Alfonfo the fifth, afidi lived to 
be tieaf a hnnictred yeavs old; Though 
-riiere are five edltiobs of >liS' wodt'/, 
noAe afe later thaiv 1563: The fel^ 
lowing lines may fsinreasia ^cimefa 
of hisftyk: f ^ 

Noraata cinch 
O cent anys tincTi 
Dels quals cinquanta^ ' 
O }o$ fexanta 
Del meus millors 
Penes dolors 
Man cfplctat. 

E 4 Itt 
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In thjs fixteenth century, Peter Se* 
raphi diAinguiihed huoTelf in the Va- 
lencian dialed* and his poems are; 
prefixed to an edition of Aufias 
March, printed at Barcelona, in 1560: 
Many otber bards arc!fpoken of, 
though the exad pieisdd jwben (hey 
lived caniu>t .be aiberiained. Among 
the reftV Affnau Caj^alans (o), and Moi* 
la {b), ivhofe worksiai^e in.tlie vat^fi4» 
library, NfblTen Natias VinyoUe8(f), 
Vincent Fei?radis, Dun Fritnci de^Qa^ 
ftdor, Miguel Percd,; ^«an jde .Vcr- 
dancha and' Mo0en Bernardo Fenolr 
lar, of all whom, there aiietprovepizal 

(«) Codex 3805. 
(J) ^ 3^07, 

(e) The appellation of MoiTen is peculiar tp Va- 
lencia, in imitation of the Ereocb' word Mcnfieur, 
in the lame manlier the Italians fiile a foreigner Monfu, 
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poems in the Cancianero General 
printed at Antwerp, in 1573. Fe* 
nollar was a native of Catalonia, and 
in that dialed, wrote in couplets, a po-r 
€m on the *' contemplation of Chrift'* 
primed at Valencia, in 1493. They 
value themfelves greatly in this city 
on their early 'knowledge of the art 
of printing, whdn it was; not in ufe 
in any other part^ of Sjpain ; and fhew 
a latin dictionary, entitled^ Compre^ 
hmforium{a)y ^ud a Salluf!, printed 
i|i 1 475 : * &6. that they f6an followed 

[a)^ The Gompreheiiforium has the fpllo\ving fentcncc 
at the' end : " Praefens hujiis comprehenforii prae- 
clarumopus Valentiae impfeffum, anno. m^cccc,lxxv« 
Die vcro xxiii. menfis februarii finit fcliciter." — Thic 
univerfity in the city.pfValencia was founded in 14.70^ 
two other were afterwards founded in the fame pro- 
vince^ viz. in the city of Gandia, in 15499 and at 
Qvibuelat in 1555. ' ' 

• ; the 



si ORlOm OF 

the example of Oxford, vrhere we find 
a book pariikted io 1468 (a), which 
W9i% fidvcral years be£3fe Gaalion 
pia<Sifed tbat.art in Englandv 

. > , . » 

V The provenzals generally. mftde vSt 
«f the hendecafyllable verfe : their 
jtenemt iionfiflied chulfiy of Jbiln«t», 
pailodalev and love Ibftigs, ivhich gave 
fife dO' a tpdetical tribiinali, termedv 
ihe court a/ love; confining of a fe^ 
le^ numbet of eminent poets, who 
Ikcided jdl controvei£es amongft 
themfelves on thefe fubjeds. The 
Trobadours were chiefly of the prime 

(a) This book is in the public library at Cambridge! 
^e title is, Expoficio Sanfli Jeroniini iti SimboIuM 
Apoftoloruat ad Papam Laotentium. At the etid, 
Eitpiicit e^ficio, &c. Jinpref& Oxonie & finita, 
«n. dom. m,cccc,IxTiii. — ~- See Hifioty nd Art of 
.firiptiog, by P. Lackombe, M,T>A. London, ryyY. 

nobility 
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itobility of the Jkingdom ;. at le^gtH 
ihey c»Tti«4- tbd -poetic licence fo ht^ 
^s to give mttdh feandal w the pabi 
ItCf and even t«fi taint the r^putatidts 
of the palace^ £tsi well as of iibe ladies 
df the cotirt:; fear to aakc tlaiele. ei^tei^ 
tainibeht&jrHiii^ fprightly, tHely invi* 
te& aunilt^ls; , ftooileis;^ aad btt£fbcnis8{ 
Which in Soibe: me&iwitf juAified ik^ 
|>r«cautM»i)$ taken! afterwaids^ agaioft 
ihom.. Ho^ted(^' tk» iiiwgi- of Arst» 
genit JDoxkjJoha'tbtf ift^ l)^ MdttiH^ 
afltt^ Don ^etdit(aii4> : ttforctieii > fbdfe 
poetk:al c<»Qfiftdri€8, afid birdught 
Uflsxa ia4x> high reputation, in Which 
the laft mentioned! fovereign wa| 
giieatly affiifted by hi» kinltoan, D6H 
flenTy of i^iagon,- Ma^rt}ui& of Ville- 
pa. Thefe monarchs ^ffiiied in pet^ 
fon at their aOentbli^s, where the 
r. verf(ps 
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yerfies!of ihe candidates were recited; 
and the |iremiums diihibuted with all 
the magoificence and fplendor of roy- 
alty. The poets who 'had gained the 
prizes were crowned with laurel, a- 
midft the acclamations, of: the fpdiEia- 
tors, added to the joyfiul found of mu> 
^cal infirunvents, fucceeded by an ele- 
gant repaH: they were then conveyed 
home with a* courtly attendance, and 
prefented with an excluUve privilege 
to iing, and read their Verfcs in pob- 
:|ic atpleafUre: a nobkJnfUtuticMi^ 
ihe coniinuance of which was fo ar*^ 
dently wifhed for,- by.ihatjmmorrtil 
genius, Mich&el de Cervantes, the 
oonteqjporary of Shake^ear, and I 
will^lrao^ yewtUre to ; add, : in every 
icfpeid^ his^quali • ; ■ 

^ The 
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The mufes feem to have taken' great 
delight in the kingdom of Aragon* 
At the coronation of king Alfonfo the 
fourth, in 1328, the Infant Don Pe- 
dro, earl of Ribagorza, and brother 
to the king, attended by the prjnctpal 
nobility, exhibited dances and a va- 
riety of paftorals, and fongs, com- 
pofed for that pleafing event. The 
Joglar, or poet Ramufet^ fung a pafto-, 
ral fong cpmpofed by the earl ; and 
Novelet, another Joglar^ recited a 
poeqi of fix hundred verfes by the 
fame foyal hand. The aitachment to 
poetry fecmed hereditary in the royal 
line of thefe princes, and contjinued 
in the Marquifsof Villena, who com- 
pofed the Arte de la Gaya Sciencia, for 
the ufe of the college of Trobadours^ 
belides many other poems, which were 

greatly 
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^eatly admiredi and frequenlly fe-^ 
cited in public. 

An hiflorical poem qF all the poets 
of Aragon, has been fince compofed 
by Don John Francis Andres dc Uflar* 
roz, hilloriographer of Aragon, in 
imitation of that of the grestt Lope 
de Vem, of the poets of Caftile. 
UAarroz cotnpleated his in 1652, and 
thought firft to entitle it Parnaffb 
Aragones; but he altered his mind, 
and called it. Aganipe de Los Cijhes 
Aragmefes^ ctlehrados in el clarin de li 
fama\ but it never was printed, and 
flill remains . in manufcript in the 
king's library at Madrid. 

The union of the crown of Ai»g<m 
with that of Caftile, in the perfon of 

king 
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king Eerdinand the fifth, who mafried 
Ifjbella, hfcirefs of CaftHe, feeim to 
have eclipfed the fabling of the Tro^ 
badours. The Aragomans and <!Jatalo- 
nians adopted the Caftilian diale<^, 
when the influence of that kingdonl 
prevailed, and the cultiva^tion of 
its language and manners paved 
the way to honour and preferment. 
The poet Bofcan, of Barcelona, tuned 
his lyre to the genius of daftile, and 
though a few bards attempted to ftip* 
port a langurfliing mufe, Miguel Perez 
and juan de Verdancha, of Catalonia, 
introduced the Caftilian metre ai^ 
rhyme into their verfe. — About this 
time Columbus difcovered a new world 
for the arms of Caftile, which gave 
fuch a fplendour to its court, and dig- 
nity to its language, that the Gaftilt- 
aa mufe (hone like a newconftellation 

ia 
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in the firmament ! the wonderful ex- 
ploits of intrepid' heroes engroffed 
univerfal attention ; the boundlefs 
love of fame immortalized the gaDant 
foldier, while the fordid view of lucre 
dilhonoured the adventurer, though 
it replenifibed the kingdom with gold. 
This unexpeded event gave rife ,to a 
variety of paiEous. The nation was 
roufed ; the great empire of Monte*- 
zuma ceafed in America ; the .Spanifh 
fiandard was displayed in the new 
world; and the cScmimtcTrobadqurs^ 
and their fongs, were entirely for^ 
gotten. 

It remains for me, however, to fay 
fomething of the Marquis of Villena, 
whofe grejat character appears confpi* 
cuous in the poetical annals of his 

country i 
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tountry ; being in a manner the father 
of poetry in Spain, as well as the 
brighteft ornament of his age. Thii 
illuftrious nobleman of the royal 
faouf<i of Aragon diftinguifhed him- 
felf early iii. poetry, philofophy, and 
afttology, and with fuch attachment 
to this lafl fcience, that amongft his 
ignorant countrymen he generally 
pafled for a necromancer. As his fa- 
mily h&d been difpoflefTed of the 
marquifate of Villfcna, Henry IIL 
had given him the earldom of Can- 
gaS) and afterwards procured him to 
be .debited grand mafler of the miU^ 
tary and religious order of Calatrava. 
For this purpofe the marquis obtain- 
ed a divorce from his wife under pre- 
tence of a natural impediment ; then 
ceded the earldom of Cangas to the 
f crown, 
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cr(;>wn that it might nat fall into^ his 
or^er at his death, and .was clewed 
grand mafter : fome of . the- knigl^tf 
however protelied, and elcdcd Bou 
Luis de Gufman, a caftiliau nobler 
xnan i but the king went in perfon tq 
Calatrava, put the n^rquis in pofit^ 
fion, ai>d.:^yery thing was qfuil^ till 
the death of th? king^ when Gu>5Q>ai| 
wfao.h^d fl^d to Rome renewed hi? 
cl^ia|> before . the pope, and tbs 
knrghj^^.rctofed further obedience. A 
Ipijg {\,\i was qommep<;.e4i wWch M4 
(e4 .6h: ye^ir^ aod ww.refgrtcd m. ^ 

genftr§l: chapter of the order oiCi/kH 

held ^lil;^ulS"-n<iy•< WhUft thia w^ 
dtepeiKLingi the marquk attended on 
bis updfi!P<i!£i. Ferdjua^d of AEag<}ii 
wheii ; ^g>^ji:cee<}ed to that crown^^ 
and came with huoqi to Barcelona, 

where 
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^here he prelided at the confiftory of 
Trobadours^ and writ . a , theatrical 
piece, in which^ juftice, truth, mercy, 
dnd peace^ were the principal cha^ 
tsiders. In the midfl of thefe rejoic- 
tng&news came in 1414 that be had 
loft his eledion, ami was deprived of 
his grandmafterihip, with an ir^nnC'^ 
tian to cohabit again with his lawful 
wifc^ which' he complied with, and 
becajaie a luitior at the court of king 
John liJthen anr infant, for an in«» 
denmificatibn for his earldom of 
Canga«. After much foHcitatidn he 
obtained thelordihip of Invielia, wher^ 
be retired with his wife, an^- gave 
himfelf up to philofophy .and the 
inufe», Beftdes a ir^flatiotv of t)anr 
•ee into profe, he traftflated tfefc iEnds 
of Virgil in f|>anifh verfe, . at tlie 
F 1^ requeft 
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requcft of his kinfman John king of 
Navarre, and intended to dedicate it 
to that monarch, for which purpofe 
he had affixed a painting, in which 
the king of Navarre is reprefented 
fitting on his throne, and the mar- 
quis prefenting him his book ; but 
wh^en all this was compleated, he 
dropped his defign, as that monarch 
' went to war with the king of Caftile^ 
on which account he avoided all fur- 
ther communication with hioi. His 
mod famous piece was his book on 
the Gaya Sciencia^ which is a com*- 
plete fyftem of poetry, rhetoric and 
pratoiy^ befides dcfcribing all the 
ceremonies of the Trobadours at their 
public exhibitions. This work he 
dedicated to his illuArious and learn* 
ed friend the marquis ctf Santillana« 

After 
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After fufFeririg much from the gout, 
he died in retirerpent in 1434; hia 
fine library was burned under the 
notion of his knowledge of magic, 
and the bifliop of Segovia, confeflbr 
to the king who was charged with 
this commiffion, is faid to have re* 
ferved moft of the books for himfelf. 

Thus ended this great philofopher 
and friend of the mufes, who was 
contemporary with our poet Lyd- 
gate, and had juft reached the days 
of the renowned Chaucer, the father 
of englifli poetry, whom he greatly 
refembled. With him he ran the 
career of courts, and experienced the 
ficklenefs of royal favour, equally 
preferring retirement and fludy, and 
like him, had the ujerit of refining 
f$ the 
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the language and poetry ofhis coun- 
try. Thus the names of both bard$ 
have been joinily handed down with 
venera^tion, by a grateful poderity ! 
If their verfe wanted melody^ it was? 
owing to the inaccuracy of meafure, 
and imperfedion of language at 
that time, when both the Englifli 
and Caftilians feem more to have 
courted the god Mars, than Apollo ; 
for while the Caftilians were daily 
encroaching on the Moors, the vicSo* 
rious banners of England were tri- 
umphant in Paris, where our Henry 
Vl. was crowned king of France. 

Alas, poor Macias ! trufty efquire of 
the grand matter Villena, haplefs bard^ 
ftiould I forget thee ! who didft fing 
of love, and feel the fpiart of its em^ 
bittered arrow : imprifoned for excefs 

of 
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of paffion, after the fair bbjed: of thy 
love had been dirpofed of; arid had 
given away her hand in thy abfence : 
Joaded with cjhains by Villena for the 
follies of youth tbou'felleft fudden, 
when bewailing thy fate; the Gali- 
cian rnufe ftrewed flowers over thy 
tqmb, thy verfe is treafured up in 
the efcurial, and the portuguefe bard 
claims thee as a parent, for this was 
thy fong ; 

Q;Cativo de Mina triftura 

Ja todos prenden efpanto, 

E preguntan, que ventura 

Foy, que me atormenta tanto. 

Mas non fe no rnundo amigo, 
^ Que mais de mcu quebranto 

Diga^ defto que vos digo 

Que ben fee nunca devia, 

Al penfar que faz folia, 

F 4 Cuydc 
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Cuyde fubir en alteza 
Per cobrar mayor cftado^ 
E cay in tal pobrcza^^ 
Que moyro dcfennparadQ 
Con pefar c con defefo 
Que vos diray malfedado, 
Loqug ^ he bgn qjpj(j_ 
Quando o loco cay mays alto 
Sobir prcndc m^yor falto. \ 



LETTER 
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tE T t E R Vt 



jQumey^ from Vahmin^ t(t MadHO^^Sittie fe^ 



MADRID, I2th June, 1778* 

I NOW date this, from MAdrid{L.ii 
where I arrived after a-jpiarlicy' 
of nine days from Valencia^ by the: 
new road lately, made from that city tO/' 
this town, whifh is every where miArk^ ' 
ed out and rendered paffable, though ^ * 
not compleated ferther from Madrid )D 
than the town of Ocana^ nine leagues j 
from hence ; fo far the ro<id is excel- ; 
lent, and has mile flones ; but when 
the, remainder will be finished, or 
the intended caoal of Caflile, for 

inland 
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inland navigation be compleated, bo 
one can tell ; for while the family com* 
pa(% has its fway, and they wafte 
their treafures in fchemes of bound* 
lefs ambition ; they are only grafping - 
at a (hadow and impoveriihing their 
people. It is true, they have not as 
yet taken^ off the mafk, and keep 
ftill an ambalFador at our court; 
but for my part,' I have no doubt of 
finifter defigns which will fooh appear 
evident ; and that the ideas of Cafti- 
lian honour are phantoms, by which 
we muft^not fuffer ourfelvcs to be de- 
ceived in a political light, whatever 
notions we timy have been induced 
to formr of individuals*. 

In the courfe of my joiimey to this 
place, I paJGTed over the plains of 

MmaniM. 



r 
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Almnma where a pillar proclaims the 
vidory of the French and Spaniards 
over the allied army ia 1707, when 
moQ of I he Englifli were killed or 
taken prifoners, having been fliame- 
fuUy abandoned by the Portugueze 
horfe at the firft charge, and the fuc- 
cefs of that day fixed the crown of 
Spain on Philip Duke of Anjou, fa- 
ther to the prefent king, adding 
new dominions to the reftlefs an4 
ambitious houfe of Bourbon. 



Our foldiers fpilled their blood in 
that war, as they had done before in 
that caufe. In the reign of Charles 
the II. the Englifh troops obtained a 
compleat victory at the battle of 
Evora, and took the rich tent and all 
the baggage of Don John of Auftria. 

the 
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the Spanifli general ; for which our 
Charles generoufly ordered the fum 
of forty thoufand crowns to be diflri- 
buted among the foldiery.— What dp 
you think was the largefs of our 
magnanimous ally? — ^Three pounds 
of fnuflF to each company ! which 
when given to the Englifli foldiers, 
they toffed up in the air out of 
contempt and difdain (a), 

(a) The following paflage from a judicious writer^ 
fiiews^ the obligation of iht Portugueze nation to 
England fo /ully, and carries fuch convidion with, 
it, that I am induced to make the quotation. ^^ I 
have feen, he fa^rs, a large coUcfiion of privtregcs. 
^anied by feveral king$ of Portugal to the Englifli 
beyond thofe cnjoye4 by the Portugueze fubjeAs, I 
know not whether I4nay call them charters* Thefe 
were copied from the acchives of the kingdon;i \n the' 
Torre del Tumbq^ but themoftantient wasof king Fer? 
dinan4 whofe reien began not ti)l 1367. The^eare 
Jcveral of John the Firft» his fucceflbr, feme of whicli 
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I was mufing on this fubjed, and had 
bewildered myfelJF in political reflect- 

refer to others, granted by his predeceflbrs. By 
this it appears that the Englilh had a great 
hand in fetting up the kingdom of .Portugal; 
and if thehiftorians of this country deceive us not, 
they had as great a fliare in proteding and fecuring 
it^ as often as it hath been brought into danger by a 
foreign enemy. Twice it was like to be wholly over-run 
by the Caftilians, who had poflefled themfelves of the 
greateft part of the kingdom, and gained a nume- 
rous party of the nobility over to ' their fide,* and 
had been very near taking Lifbon itfelf ; the firft 
' time in die reign of Fetdinand, thie laft of the law-* 
bxl defcendants from Alfonfb Henriquez, the other 
time while John the Firft, from whom allj that had 
fucceeded him derived their titles, was Qruggling for 
the aown, and they have been as often relieved by 
the EngUIh and enabled to carry the war into th^ 
enemy's country, our princvs of the blood condc? 
fcending tb go in perfon to their alBftance, firft Ed^ 
mund Langley Earl of Cambridge, and tfterwar* 
John of Gaunt Doke of Lancafter ; and if after the 
iieveral fiourifhing reigns that jfucceeded, they were at 
la(| reduced under the Spaniih yoke, it was becaufe 

tions 
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tiofis till. I entered the plains of ta 
Mancha.:. There I.recovefejd my good 
humour ; faw miiny a fat laughing 
Sancho, drank good wine at Cuidad 
Real, fpept a night at the village del 
Tob&/b, the refidence of the peerlefs 
Dulcinea j faw the windmills which 
the diftraded Qjaixote millook for 

they were wanting, to themlelves, the EnglKh havijs|^ 
fent out a gallant fleet and army to their lefcue, 
under Doif AcUoajiOf: whom they nad made their 
)jjxg. but they w^Id not accept deliverance, and fa 
ihey remainsd under die pow^r.of their enemies^ 
Thofe .fpiadl force$ (em by king Charles^ after h\^ 
fefioi^ftioni by their unparalleled valour, foon put 
an end to the* quarrel, and the vtiftories obtained b|r 
ihcir means beiitiig fegonded, as they were, by this 'vit 
giiance, dexterity and condud of ;the fame king's <mt^ 
Riders,, recovered Portugal and reftored it to thift 
coQ^i^ion in whi^ it now remains*"'. See ^^ As ac^ 
couat of the court of Portugal under the reign cf 
the prefcnt king Don Pedro lid," London^ 17010.* 

giaht3, 
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city Af a M^cfie^a'^^hAr -t^bo'ivraifed 
«if^tK!A^'^t'lbi^ar. -knoi afliiii^iBerif 

Si^i dfleA ; ihey l^ylie is laief^dcad:" 
B«{ Chjis Will n^itfeeftt extraokriinauFf 
^i\?Reh I ivas t«iit iof a field IDfficeii 
a fgrfoil of lu>rrt/.Thit afttr Wn|; 
f€kVi^ie Tfaad tifenfrdm ; a pvii^ais fol«- 
^i^t^'^ka, when* in cbkBpanyi ao^ 
thte^ifbourfd feil on Don Qpi3(ote( 
faid. He &4d oiUft' hean^ of Hinli &iid 
afked." whether he had not been Co- 
loner of fhfe Regiment of flamttiiv'' 

Having beete in thl« cspical bef(5rti 
I fpeak wkh wihik b^oldnefs of theit 
manners atvd cufiloins. You rbiiOt ntH 

however 
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bdwever expeS (t^m ipe ,4^tai)f{ of 
this fort ; or im|)gijp« a .variety; of en- 
tertatnmeote,. as inXon(ijE>n Qr^Parip; 
or fuch.opeH femes Qf ; .di(&paMoa 
and luxury as ^reidftily exhibited ^i^P 
tbofe brilUant capitals ; but though 
the walk is mor^ .p^vate, I b^li^ve 
the inhabitants^ ..whatever ^y V?^Y 
be.in fciience or -i-efi&emei^tjarie xiQt 
behind hand with ;theiil .in vice or 
debauchery, : as thtytiixo daily Jayiflir 
iBg the treafures 6]F>Mexicp^i»d Peru 
int private 'amours, : aond expente, dir 
vefted of: magnificence or fpfendour- . 

• ■' •■•-- .: :.'.J'.: I :. »;.: •- : ;. 

A fet of gay fparkihad laHyinjt^'ot 
duced an alTetably for dancing, where 
the maimers of ibe AdaPtiUis: WPFc 
followed, and blind fidlers- were cm- 
ployed for greater precaution.'T-Thefe 

flepraved 
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depraved knights were decorated at 
thefe revels with a ribband and 
b'adge, but they were fobn difcover- 
ed, and rigoroufly purjiflied. If fuch 
is the depravity of youth, you will 
naturally fuppofe a liberal and good 
education is wanting, as well as a- 
greeable and pleafing fociety, added 
to thofe corivivial hours, where the 
wifeft man need rjot be afharacd 
to be feen; but thefe are unknown, 
and though the Spaniards enjoy fuch 
a variety of choice, and ddicious 
wines, they feem ignorant of the good 
qualities of the grape, and if they are 
feldom taxed with the irregularities 
of inebriation, they are equally ftran- 
gers' to its generous effufions. Their 
own countryman . Roderic Sanchez^ 
l?ifliop of Palencia, who dedicated his' 
G hiftory 



mm 
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hiflory to Jlenry the 4th» king of Ca- 
ftilc, fays, '* that the Spaniards are 
more inclined to keep^ their wine in 
the cellar than to drink it, and 
chufe rather to fell than partake of 
it, and that the fair fex and youth 
dread it like poifon(fl) ;" infomuch that 
if you except the open hearted Bif- 
cayners, and a few boon companions 
of honeft Sancho Panza, the circling 
glafs is unknown, and the chearful 
moment of the poet never thought 
of, who faid 

* ' Nunc e^bibenjUim '^t->^. 

(a) Vinum quoque malunt in cellario quam in ven- 
tre, quippe qui vcndere pptiu5 quam guftatc prsecli- 
gunt: fceminxi vero, Sc pueri bacchum ut venenum 
fugiunt.— Roderici Santii Epifcopi JPalentini Hi&oria, 
mfpanica, pars prima, caput iv. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 

Poetrjf of Galicia and Portugal. 

MADRID, aoth Jvn^ 1778. 

THE plain!; of Almanza had 
led mt in my laft letter, into 
a (train of hiflorical and military re» 
fledlions, which imperceptibly drew 
on a political rant, when I intended 
to fpeak to you of the galician and 
portugueze mufe, previous to my ac- 
count of the Poets of GaAile, which 
you will now expeft frofil me, being 
at prefent on that clallic tjpot where 
thW*mighty emperor Charles held his 
court ; where many of their 4}eft poets 
G 2 fung. 
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fung ; where Quevedo befides his dif-. 
tinguifhed talents as a poet, gave 
fach fhiping proofs of reined wit 
and profound erudition ; and finally^ 
where the ever admired Cervantes 
firft exhibited his unparalleled hero. 

Th^aliciin mufe was diftinguiflied 
at an early period, though her flights 
were not Ipfty, and chiefly fupported 
in the caufe of religion, by th^ nu- 
merous votaries who r^forted to the 
fhrine of St. James, at Compoftella. 
The political tqm prevailed fo far, a$ 
tp be the chief employment of both 
fexes. .l^ing Alfonfo, the wife, re- 
ceived his education in Galicia, and 
in that dialed com.pofed canticles for 
the churfb, .which^ with other p^es 
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bf the tildes are preferved in the ca- 
thedral of Toledo. Some of , them 
were publiflied by Zuiliga the hifto- 
riati, iki his annals of Seville, as far 
as they related to Alfonfo's father,- 
Ferdinand the third, who conquered 
Seville from the Moois. . The poems 
bf Macias, a native of Padron in 
Galicia, were in that dialed, though 
taken for Portugueze by Argote de 
Molina. The poet Juan de Mena 
laments the tragical end of. Macias^ 
as does Juan Rodrignez del Padron 
in his poem of gozos d4 Amor^ " En- 
joyments of Love," who was fo af- 
feded at the news of his death that 
he retired iiito a convent, where he 
ended his days; fGarici SiancheaJ d€{ 
Badojoz, aii elegant poet, fpeaks fctel- 
-ingly of Macias in his poem Infierno 
G 3 dc 
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de Amor, " Hell of Love/" and utters 
a defponding wilh to be interred 
along with him, and (hare his repu- 
tation, which he exprefles in the fol- 
lowing pathetic (lanza^ 

Si te plaze, que mis dias 
Yo fcncfca mal logrado 
Tan en breve. 

Plegate qui cdn Macias • 

Ser merefco fepultado, 
T decir deve. 

Do la fepultara fea, 
Una tierra los crio, 
Una muerte los llevo, 
Una gloria los poflea. 

The cataftrophe of this unhapp]^ 
poeti and the imprudence of his paf*- 
fion, has afforded a moral tale to all 
focoelBve bards ; many of his poems 

ar& 



SPAKISH poetry. 87 

ate in thb Cancionero de Poetas Anti' 
gubs of' Juan Alfonfo de Baena, in 
the Efcurial, and give a true idea of 
the galician ftyle of poetry, from 
whence we may fairly trace the For* 
tugueze idiom, as the conqueft and 
peopling of Portugal under Henry 
of Burgundy^ Was efFeded by people 
from the north of Galicia, in con- 
jundion with foreigners. Many 
places in the, north of Portugal ac- 
quired the fame names with thofe in 
Galicia^ as it happened in England 
after the coming in, of the Saxons ; 
Galicia then extended further to the 
Xouth, including all thofe diftri^s 
between the rivers Duero» and Min- 
ho, which did not appertain to Lu- 
fitania. Ptolemy diftinguifhes two 
clafles of people in Galicia, the Bra- 
G 4 cfrifes^^ 
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cenfes^ whofe capital was at Braga, 
and the Lucenfes at Lugo. When 
Portugal was ereded into a feparate 
kingdom, they encroached on the 
borders, fo that what had belonged 
to Galicia, now became Portugal, 
and under their monarchs a new 
court fupported a variation, and 
gave a national chara6):er to their 
language, of which Bluteau, an Eng- 
liihman, and chaplain to Queen Ga- 
therinei confort of our Charles the 
id, has given a mod ample and 
learned vocabulary. 

The portuguefe mufe made a figure 
in the jiath century, under Alfonfo, 
the ifl king of Portugal, in whofe 
reign Gonzalo Henriquez, and Egas 
Moniz, are the firft poets in the re- 
cords 



] 
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cords of that kingdpm. In the next 
century, king Dennis was a poet, as 
was alfo his natural fon Alfonfo San- 
chez. The 14th century furnifhed 
king Alfonfo the 4th, a favourite of 
the mules, whofe poems have beeii 
coUeded by father Bernardo Brito. 
His fon king Peter was likewife a po- 
et. In the reign of king John ift, 
the Infant Don Pedro corapofed va- 
rious fonnets, in praife of Vafco Lo- 
beira, the fuppofed author of the 
celebrated romance of Amadis of Gaul, 
of which fo much has been faid, and 
who furnifhed fo many admitable 
fcenes to the animated pencil of Cer- 
vantes. In the 15th century. Hen* 
riquez Cayado diftinguifhed himfelf 
under king Emanuel, as did afterwards 
the Infant Don Pedro, fon of kirigjohjai^ 

2d 
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2d. At this time the Latin mufe Was 
agaip invoked by; the Portuguefe, and 
tbepurity of the Auguftan age feemed. 
to revive with Achilles Stacio, Diegd 
|?ereyra, Morais^ Coelho^ and the je- 
fuit Luis de la Cruz, who. wrote fome 
Utin tragedies; which made the hifto- 
rian Faria fay, that in his country 
every fountain was an Hippocrene^ 
jnd every hill a Parnaffus, The i6th 
century produced Bernardino Ribe-* 
ira^ Francifco Saa de Miranda, Mi^ 
chael de Cabedo, the famous co-* 
median Gil Vicente and his daughter 
Paula, who not only affifled her father 
in writing his comedies, but aifo com'* 
pofed othew of her owii invention» 
AU* thefe flouriflied under John Hid* 
to whom we ought to add the poet^ 
undet the reign of the unfortunate 

king 
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king Sebaftian, fuch as Euil^icio de 
F^ria, Geronimo deConc Real, Jorge 
de Montemayor, and above all, the 
illuflrious Camocns, whofe beautiful 
poem of the Lufiad alone, would 
have been fufficieat, to perpetuate the 
poetical chara<5ler of his country ; 
though Galicia lays a claim to his 
origin, as defcended from a family 
of that kingdom. 

The Portuguefe Cancionerfl contains 
many more poets than the $pam(h 
one, as that of Caftile has only one 
hundred and twenty poets, and thait 
o& Portugal one hundred and fifty ; 
the Spanifli one, only indudes thofe 
of the fifteenth ceptury, that of Por- 
tugal goes as high as king Peter, 
who died in 1367* Amoogft others, 

of 



^1 ORIGIN 6F 

of this amorous raonafch, accept of 
the following, addr^ffed to the lady 
of his afFfe^Wons, whom he ftiles his 
fecond God* 

Mais dyfia de fer Jervida 
Que fenhora de ejie mundo ! 
Vosfoes men Decs fegundo 
(Vosfoes men bent de ejla vidcu\ 

You will think me a book-worrii 
indeed, for looking fo far back into 
antiquity, and after the indifferent 
account I have given you of focie- 
ty iti this place. Will conclude that 
thefe purfuits wafte away all my timfc^ 
which might be much better em- 
ployed ; however I dd iiot negle^ 
exercife^ and for this, purpofe have* 
purchafcd *a beautiful Andalufiari 

gennet 
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gennet,. fropi a gentleman of Cordq- 
ya, ^ho boafts of its race. Thouglj 
Jie would not win a plate at New* 
market, nor perhaps hold out at a fox 
chace,with anEnglifll hunter ; he has 
neverthelefs numerous qualities that 
give pleafure to his rider ; the docir 
Jity of his temper, the goodnefs of 
his mouth, and the agility and quickr 
nefs of his piqtipns, vvitl^ his plegant 
ihape, form his principal chayader, 
while his; flowing mane and well 
furnifhed tail, added to his ftately 
carriage, give him a noble and grace^ 
ful appearance ; — his colovir Ifabel, a 
naine givep in allufion to the whim- 
fical vow, and fliift of Ifabella Clara 
Eugenia, governefs of the Nether- 
lands, at the memorable fiege of 
pftend, which lafted from 1601 till 

*6o4, 
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1604, and who wanted to perfuade- 
the ladies of her court to follow her 
example, which they imitated in 
having their linen dyed.— As to the 
Twiftnefs of my courfer I muft how- 
ever inform you that he was gene- 
l-ated by the wind, and fo they all 
afe at Afanjuez, if you will believe 
the infcnption over the king s ftables 
at that place ex vento gravidas. If 
you will not truft to the king's e- 
qucrry, nor rely upon what has been 
laid by Varro, or Colamell?, I muft 
tefer you to Virgil, 



Conjqgils vento gravidas, mirabile diftu 
Saxa p€r> & fcepulo$ & depreflas convalles 
Di^iigiunt. 

GEORG, Lib. 3. 

i 

p. S. £xcufo^ 
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P. S. Excufe a digreffion from i 
Qiiixotic traveller, in favour of the 
famous Rofmante, tboiigli nof gene- 
rated by the \vind, and moreo'v6t fd 
(leady, that he would not rqend his 
pace if all the mares of the Dehefd^ 
prpaftures of Cordova, were in com- 
pany. In the' very firft -chapter^ 
fpeaking of this deed, the text fays^ 
Que tenia jnas quartos que un Real. The 
drift of which confifls in a pui:i, upon 
the double meaning of the word 
Quarto^ which fignifies a piece of cop- 
per money, as well as a defed in a 
horfp's hoof, ^nd as there are feven- 
teen quartos in the filver coin, called 
Real^ it alludes to the numberlefs dc* 
fe<5ls in Rofinante'% hoof, and cannot 
be literally tranflatcd. T'^is paffagft 
greatly puzzled Peter Mottcux, -the 

publifhet. 
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publiflierof atranflation of Don Qijix- 
ote, by fevcral hands, in 1733, who 
alters the fenfe of it by rendering 
It thus, •* Whofe bones |luck out 
*' like the corpers of a Spfinifh reaj." 
I fuppofe he had feeij fome of the 
old cut Spanifh money which fug- 
gpfted tjiis ejTOQeous idea. SmoUet 
has coptinued the ffime blunder, and 
learnedly added by w^y of note, that 
a Spanifh real is ^ coin of a very ir- 
regular ftiape not unlike the figure 
in geometry, called Trapeziuni. 

I have now on my table a treatife 
on farriery, by one of the king's far^ 
riers, T'he Gibjbn of Spain, entitled, 
Jn/liluciones de albeyteria por el Bachfiller 
Francijco Garcia Cahero^ herrador\ yal- 
bey tar de las cavalier itas del R,ey. Ma- 
drid 
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drid 17 75*. In which he gives the fol- 
lowing account of thfe quarto. '' To 
explain the reafon why this accident 
is called ty the name of a quarto 
I am perplexed, not being certain, 
nor convinced by the reafons given 
me by different perforis ; fome fay 
it is becatifc it falls uppri the fourth 
part of the hoof, others, becaufe the 
animal by this means lofes the fotfrth 
part of its value ; to the firft 1 an- 
fwer, that t am unacquainted with 
the exa6l dimenfions of a, quarto ; to 
the fecQnd that if the accident is of 
the compound kind, though the ani- 
mal was ever fo valuable before, it 
becomes then not only not worth a 
quarto, but not even an ochavo.'\ 
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LETTER VIII. 

Origin andprogrefs of national petry in CafiiU. 
TOLEDO, 39th June, ^^^%. 

I HAVE made an excuiiion to the 
city of Toledo, twelve league^ 
fouth of Madrid, and dignified with 
the title of imperial, after its con-? 
queft from the Moors, by Alfonfo 
the 6th, who ftiled himfelf emperor, 
and was crowned here ; fince which 
the city has bore for their armorial 
enfigns, an emperor feated in a roy- 
al chair in his robes, holding a drawn 
fword in his right hand, and a mund 
in his left. 

I fhall 
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1 ftiall leave to travel writers to 
defcribe the numerous edifices and 
|>ublic flruflures, as well as churches, 
picSiures, and ftately monuments to 
he feen in this place. The cathe- 
dral alone would require a volume ; 
amongft its many fuperb tombs^ I 
particularly noticed that of Don 
Alvaro de Luna, conftable of Caf- 
tile, the unfortunate favourite of king 
John fld, and that of Cardinal Men- 
doza, archbifhop of Toledo, fon to 
that illuftrious poet, the Marquifs of 
Santillana. With refped to the va- 
riety of ornaments in this antient 
cathedral, the cmic has a noble field 
of matter ; as fo«r the unwieldy 
groupe of figures in this church, fb 
much admired by the inhabitants, 
and called, I know not for what rea- 
H 2 fon, 
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fon, El Tranfparente \ one of their 
own writers, Don Antonio Ponz, a 
modern critic, fairly acknowledges, 
** That for any ufe or ornament, it 
affords, this immenfe mafs of marble 
might as well have remained buried 
fot ever in the quarry of Carrara !*' 
I fliall fay nothing of, the badnefs 
and crooked form of the flreets, ftill 
more inconvenient from the fituatioa 
of the city on a hill, much lefs can 
be offered in favour of the environs ^ 
of Toledo, which are bleak and in 
great want of trees, though Martial, 
in one of his epigrams to Licinius, 
teprefents the country in his time^ 
on the bank of the Tagus, to have 
been much favoured with ihade. 

-ffilftus ferenos aurco franges Taga 
Obfcurus umbris ar^drum. 

But 
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But it IS npw high time to proceed 
t>n my favourite fubjed. — When the 
Latin tongue, which had been uni- 
verfal in Spain,, became totally cor- 
'Tupted by fuch different invafions, 
and variety of nations^ and difpofi- 
tions, the Caftilian language is fup- 
pofed to have infenfibly arofe about 
the 12th century. — The ariental 
poetry had flourifhed near five^un^ 
died years, and tlic Provenzal and 
Galigia^il <iiale6ls about one hundred, 
"fo that when the genius of Caftilian 
pQetry firfl: began to expand and ac- 
quire a national form, it muft have 
borrowed of courfe from tjie fpirit of 
its predeceffors, and had its origin, 
like all antient languages, in fmging 
the exploits of heroes, founding forth 
the praife of the Deity, and tuning 
H 3 their 



loz ORIGIN OF 

their lyre 'to the caufc of religian : 
fuch were their Cantares^ of which the 
Cancioneres have preferved ample col- 
lecflions. — I have enlarged upon the 
ftyle ?ind charat^er of thefe feveral ' 
people^ in order to form from thence 
fome fixed idea, or rule proper to be 
afligned, as an origin to the poetiy 
of Caftile^ tracing the fources of its 
fingtrisw: variety, and difcovering that 
want of unity in its character, in pro- 
portion as it has imitated fuch a di- 
verfity of models. The oriental ftylc 
in the Jirft place*, delights in drained 
allufions, and extravagant metaphors, 
adorned with exuberance of cxpref- 
•fjon, and an admirable variety and 
brilliancy of fentimeni : it is happy 
•in the harmony of its numbers, and 
when it lifes.to folemn and majeftic 

fubjeds 
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fubje^sr, is faid to lofe itfelf.in en- 
thuJdafm and rapture. The Provenzal 
poetry on the other hand is reftrided 
by the laws of the Trobadours, and 
being fettered in the golden chains 
of love« becomes languid and faint, 
when it attempts to defcribe the 
thunder of Jove, or the anger of mi- 
litary heroes^ with the clangour of 
war. 

Such was the flock from whence 
the Caftilian bee was to draw an 
inexhauflible ftorc, and to fip every 
flower, inriching itfelf with a fund 
that was to charm future ages, and 
convey to the mind the moft perma* 
nent and pleafing fenfations. When 
they foUo^yed the manner of the ori- 
H 4 ental 
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entals, the Trobadours, or the Ita-? 
liaos, it proceeded from a datural im- 
pulfe, which leads to imitate (he ob- 
jeAs conftantly in view; when they 
copied the Greeks, and Romans, it 
owed its efFed to a more refined and 
elevated genius.— -The various ob- 
jeds of the bards fuccefiively altered 
with the times ; the atchievements 
of Charlemagne and th^ twelve peers 
of France, drew the attention of the 
French and Italians ; then came the 
croifades and the feats of knights 
infpired with a military zeal for re- 
ligion ; after thefe were at an end, the 
mind was flill exalted and attached 
to the marvellous, fuited to the pre- 
vailing manners, fo that the fictitious 
heroes and knight errants eafily fuc- 
ceeded, and the tale was embelliftied 

with 
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with tlje amorous novel, in which 
the Spanifh warriors were introduced 
with fuch a delufive medley of falfe- 
hood and truth, that fome have 
taken fable for hiftory, and others- 
have reje<^ed fad for romance. At 
laft a furprifing genius arofe, the uni- 
verfal admiration or mankind, who 
with the invincible lance of Don 
Quixote, drove for ever all thofe ex- 
travagant heroes out of the field. 

As'mufic is compofed of certain 
tones and cadences, it was necejGTary 
that what was to be fung fhould have 
a proper metre adapted to mufical 
harmony, from' whence the firft ori- 
gin of verfe, in every part of the 
world; that. the Spanifh language is 
admirably adapted to poetic harmo- 



ia6' ORIGIN OF 
ny, has been generally allowed, and 
has- been evidently proved by an ex- 
cellent judge, Francirco Salinas, of 
Burgos, born in 1513, celebrated by 
his contemporaries for his great {kill in 
iBufic, as a performer and a theorift ; 
and though affli^ed with blindnefs 
from his infancy, inftead of depreff- 
ing his mind, it tended to improve 
his mufical genius in a wonderful 
manner. He went to Rome in the 
retinue of Don Pedro Sarmiento, 
archbifliop of Compoftella, and after 
twenty years fpent in Italy, returned 
to Salamanca, where he held a pro-^ 
feflbrfliip of mufic, and died at the 
age of fevcnty-feven, qqivetrfs^Uy ad^ 
mired and regretted. 

In tracing then the poetry of Caf- 
tile through its various ropdulations 

from 
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from its origin down to thip preCent time, 

w6 may divide it into four periods j 

the firft from its early dawn till the 

feign of king John the 2d; th€ next 

from this king to the days of Charles 

\he 5^h; the third from that cmperoi? 

down to Philip the 4ih ; and the lai^ 

&om that reigfi down' to Charles the 

fld, the laft Auftrian monarch, when 

the genius of Homer and Virgil 

feems to have fled froim the banksf 

of the Manzanares, and to have 

fixed its retidence on thofe Of the 

Thames* In this manqer its firft 

ftate may be compared to its infancy, 

the fecond to its juvenile days, the 

third to its vigour and manhood, 

and the fourth to its old age and de« 

cUnc. 

The 
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The Caftilian bard made his firll 
effort man age when there was little 
refinement in language, and the ear 
unaccudomed to melodious founds, 
or (kilful enough to be affected by 
the harmonious numbers of the an- 
tirnts, much lefs in a fituation to imi- 
tate them. The moft antient poet 
known in Caftile is not of a higher 
date, than the beginning of the thir^- 
teenth century. This is Gonfalo Ber- 
€CO» native of the town of Berceo^ 
in Guypiifcoa and a monk of the 
convent of St. Milan, from whofe 
archives it appears that he lived in 
1 2 20, he wrote the lives of St. Milan, 
St. Dominic of Silos, and other Spa- 
nifh faints in verfe, of twelve, thir-^ 
teen and fourteen fyllables, as well 
fis a poem on the battle of Simancas, 

where 
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where the -Moors were defeated by 
Ramiro the 2d, king of Leon. Thefe 
with fome others are in manufcript, 
in the convent of St. Milan. Ther& 
is likewife a poem of his on the mafa 
in the royal library at Madrid, but 
nothing more has been printed than ' 
his life of St. Dominic, wherein he ac- 
quaints his readers that he attempt- 
ed hrs poem in Spanifh, being total- 
ly unable to perform it in Latin. 

.Quiero fer una profa en roman paladino 
Enqualfuele el pueblo fahlar a vecino 
Ca non fo tan ietrado por fer otro latino^ 

The fimilitude and analogy ob- 
ferved between the latin and Spa-^ 
ni(h verfe, fuch as the verfe of eight 
feet with the Trocaic, that of five 
\vijh the Adpnic, that of eleven with 

the 
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the Sapphic Afclepediad, or Chotiam^ 
bic, and other (ifnilar cooipofitions, 
(hew their origin from the gfeek and 
latin models ; but Avith refped to 
imitation, we muft rather look fot 
it amongft thfi Tfobadours and Ita-* 
lians, horn whom they borrowed the . 
Seneto^ MadrigcA^ ' Cancion^ Terceto^ 
O&at/a RiPta^ and fimilair poems, di^ 
ferent from the ancient Coplas of 
Spain. 

The Coplas, called Redondiltas, or 
Roundelays, are of great antiquity^ 
The Spanifh poets of thofe days, 
when they wrote in latin, made life 
of the rhyme of the roundelays, and 
from them perhaps it was adopted iri 
the national poetry. An epitaph iri 

the 
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the church of Toledo; of the year 
1333, has the following lines. 

Mitibus hie tnitis, tamen hoftibiis efle ftudebac 
Hoftis^ fulgebat propter certamina litis. 

Which divided by the Cefura of rhyme, 
would run thus* 

Mitibus hie mitis, 
Tamen hoftibus eflc fiudebaf 
Hoftis, fulgebat 
Propter certamina litis. 

Another epitaph in the fani6 
church : 

Toleti natusj cujus generofa piopago 
Moribus omatqs fuit hie probitads iaiago; 
h^tgus, m^nificusj eleftus mendomenfisj 
Donis inmenfisj eundbmim verus amicus. 

Which divided in the fame manner, 

will be, 

Tpleti 
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Tolcd natu$^ 

Cujus gencrofa propago • 

Moribus omatus 

Fuit hie probitacis imago 

Largus, magnificus 

Eleftus Mendioncnfis^ 

Donis inmenfis 

Cundoram venis atnicua^ 

In the early days of their poetry^ 
we often find verfe of four, five, fix 
and eight fyllables, in the works of 
the infant Don Manuel, who died in 
1362, and alfo made ufe of the Hen- 
decafyllable verfe, as did the mar- 
quis of Santillana. 

The verfes of twelve fyllables were 
flyled De arte mayors and were ufed 
by king Alfonfo the Wife, in his po- 
em of Las querelas^ or *' Complaints'' 
againft the rebellion of his undutiful 
fon Sancho ; but the verfe of thir- 
teen 
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teen and fourteen feet are the moft 
ancient metre, being ufed by Berceo 
the monk, and king Alfonfo above- 
mentioned* 

As to rhyme, we know it exiiled 
before^ the Goths extended them- 
felves to the fouth, or the Saracens 
penetrated into the weft : it has beea 
thought by fome . writers, that even 
la the Augufian age the poets had 
a ]partiality for rhyme at the end, 
like the Leonine verfe, inftatices of 
which are feen in Horace {a)^ O- 
Vid {b), Propertius (^), and Marti- 

[a) Noa fatis eft {>itlchra efle poemata dulcia funto 
£t quocamque volent, animum audiioris agunto. 

Art* Poet. 

{b) Qaot coelum ftellas, tot habct tua Roma puellas* 
Du AnT Amand. Lib. u 

' if) Nee tibi tirrhena folvatur funis arena. 

Lib. i« El£g. 17. 
I al(a}, 
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al (a), and the fimilfonance was con- 
fidered as a figure of rhetoric— How- 
ever that might have been, the 
monkifli writers, without ajiy feeling 
for the true graces of poetry, were 
delighted with jingling founds, think- 
ing with confonance and rhyme to 
fupply the place of genius and fancy. 
To perceive the £miiitnde between 
their barbarous latin verfe and the 
Spanifh rhyme of thofedays, we have 
only to compare them together. ---An 
epitaph in the .cathedral of Toledo, 
of 1J26, is as follbws : 

Hoc pofi'tus tunrtulo fuit expers improbitatis, 
Ijnty^ & extra fuit iitmienfoe probitatis, 
Largus, magnificus fuit, & dans onninia gratis, 
,Et Ipeculum generis, totius fons bonitatis. 

(d) Diligo ptsefiantcm, non odi cinna negantem. 

Lifr. 7. Epic. 42. 

This 
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I This ftrophe preferves the fame 
rhyme, as thofe of the monk Berceo^ 
with refpe^: to the confonance of the 
four verfes. — Let us now compare it 
with a Spahifli epitaph of the year 
1388. 

t). Sancho obifpo de avila como fenor hohrado, 
Dio muy bucn exemplo, como fue buen prelado, 
Fizo efte monafterio de S. Benito llamado ' 
Y diole muy grandes algos, por do cs fubftentado. 

Verfes ending with an echo were 
ufed by Juan de la Encina, and are 
with his other poems in the Cancionero 
general printed at Seville, in 1535. 
The laft part of the penultimate word 
is echoed by a fimilar one, thus, 

. El mas querido, y inflamado, amado, 
Pucfto en el dur6,y fin confuelo, fuelo, 
Sufre por mi, de tiefra y cielo> yclo, 
JEn un pcfcbre defechado, echado. 

I s{ . many 
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Many new kind of verfe, fuch as 
fapphic, adonic, phaleucian and 6^ 
thers, were introduced byBermudez, in 
his tragedies oiNize. The verfe called 
EJdrujvio was firft ufed by Cayrafco 
de Figueroa, and always ends with 
da6lyl8, or words that have the accent^ 
on the antipenultimate fyllable, with 
the t^o lad fyllables fhort, thus^ 

Al prado de fan Geronimo 
Con mis zelos, y mi cantaro. 
Salgo a vengarme de un picaro 
Que nove el cftilo xacaro. 

Vicente Efpinel is commonly f;iid 
to be the inventor of the verfes called 
after him E^nelas, but this is contro- 
verted by Don Gregorio Mayans, wha 
attributes them to Juan Angel, who 
ufed them in hiii poem of Tragitriumfo 

ia 
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in 15231 and only allows to Efpinel 
the merit of having improved , the 
metre. Efpinel alfo Wrote a romance 
pndpr the feigned name of ElEfcudero 
Marcos jle Obregon^ de/cribing the fol- 
lies of his youth, from whence the 
French writer La Sage has interwoven 
feveral of his charaders in his ro^ 
mance of Gil Bias. 

Other verfes were called Felicianas, 
according to Lopez de Vega, from the 
inventrefs of that name, who fpent fpme 
time in men's apparel in the univerfity 
of Salamanca.— It would be an ufelefs 
talk to relate the variety of inven- 
tions which fprang up in a barb9j:ous 
age, fuoh as the retrogade verfe, the 
labyrinth, the cento, the acroftic, and 
other puerile &ncies, of which Cara^ 
1 3 muel, 
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xnuel, a Spanifti monk in the laft cen- 
tury, has compiled two folio volumes 
under the title ofRythmica and Metra- 
mica^ which were reprinted in Italy : 
but I will not take up more of your 
time with fuch trifles, and haften to 
fpeak of blank verfe, which is of 
great antiquity in Spain, where they 
feem as fenfible of its dignity and 
majefty as we are in England. They 
had it at the fame time that the fa- 
mous Triffinp firft introduced it in 
Italy, for his contemporary Alonfo de 
JFuentes^ of Seville, publiftied a poem 
there in 1547, in blank verfe, intitled' 
La Suma de Philofophia. Triffino died 
in 3^50. 

I this moment receive the agreea- 
ble news of your fafe return to Eng- 
land. 
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land. The melancholy accoaiit yoti' 
give me of parties, and fa^lion at 
home, grieves me ex€eedingly; but 
I tmft in the fpirit of our people and 
our numerous refources to overcome 
both foreign and domeftic enemies. 
Foreign nations, unacquainted with 
pur conftitution and government, and 
who only hear the mifreprefemations 
and clamour of fadien, imagine we 
are undone ; the French flatter themr 
felves to have in a manner fecured to 
themfdves, the poffeffion of Amert^ 
ca, under the veil of an alliance with 
the congrefs ; and the Spaniafrds fond- 
ly conceive that Gibraltar will fall an 
eafy prey into their hands; how egre- 
gioufly they are deceived in this, as wel4 
%$ in their romantic ideas of conqu^**- 

l 4 i«g 
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ing Jamaica, I truft to prQvidencb 
and our own vigoroi|$ exertions tq 
Ihew J you tell me we have a fine 
fleet injhe Bay. under the command 
of an experienced officer, who, i| 
he falls in with the enem^, no doubc 
will give 9 good account of theni, 
and» I hope, return home, crov^aed 
with laurels, to receive the thanks of 
his countrymen, Methinks I fee the 
gallant veteran entering London ii^ 
iriumph, like a Roman conful, with 
the fppils of the enemy, amidftthe 
fliouts aqid, acclamations of a grateful 
people, t^pe^ting inceHantly his vic- 
tories ! I mud fay no more, poets, 
you know, are apt to have vifion§, 
let me with this may bf a true ope, 
ahid that in all parts; of the ^etld pur 
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fl[cets and arms inlay ever be vi(5lorious, 
and, to ufe the expreffion of a great 
writer, *'affert triumphantly the rights 
and honour of Great-Britain, as far 
as waters roll, aqd ^s winds pap waft 
fhem." 



Adieu t 
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LETTER IX. 

King Alfonfo the Wife improves the Spanijh 
Language. -r—rSingular poem of the archprieft 
pf Hita, 



TOLEDO, i2t;li July, 1778, 

I AM deGrQus, whilft in this city^ 
of faying foraething more to you 
of the royal poet Alfonfo, the loth 
king <of Caflile, who held his courc 
here, apd was firnamed the Wife, on 
account of his great learning and 
knowledge of aftronomy. It was 
Jiere that he caufed thofe famous aftro-^ 
nomical tables to be drawn up, called 
Alfonfine, after his name, which are 

carefully 
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earefully preferved in the cathedral 
of Seville.-^-He perfededthe SpaniiOh: 
code, named Las Siete Fartidas^ from 
their being divided ii^to feven parts, 
(TOrrefponding with the feven letters 
pf his name. He moreover intro- 
duced- the national language into all 
public writings ; an example which 
was foon after followed with us, by 
our Edward the 3d, who gave or-? 
ders for the abolifhing of the Norman 
tongue in all public a61s and, judi- 
cial proceedings. 

King Al^onfo caufed a great many 
books to be tranflated into the Ca- 
ftilian langijage, and befides giving 
the example by feveral compofitions 
of his own in profe and verfc, he 
fpeht large fums of money for the 

advancement 
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advancement of fcience, and extend^- 
ed his bi^unty and generofity on all 
occafipns with the utmoft magnifi- 
cence. — Amongft other extraordina-f 
ry performances of this great king, 
there is a poom written in 1272, 
called Theforo, which ' is in the royal 
library of Madrid, being a trea^ife on 
the philofopher's ftone, written in 
cyphers, and in magical charaders. 
This book is thought to have be* 
longed to the library of the marquis 
of Villena, and to have been one of 
thofe faved by the bifliop of Segovia. 
Gil Gonzales de Avib, in his biftory 
of the church of Seville, has given 
the introduction to this work in Spa^ 
nifli verfc, in which the royal poet 
fays he ha4 invited a famous chemift 
from Alexandria* in Egypt, to teach 

hin^ 
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him the art of making gold^ which 
they had frequently pradifed toge- 
ther, and had acquired a pet(e£i 
knowledge of the phildfophets fton^. 
The verfe runs thus. 

La piedra qiie llamah philofophal 
Sabia facer, e me k enfeno. 
I*^izimos la juntos.; defpues folo yoi 
Conque much^s v^es crecio mi caudal^ 
E vicndo que puedc fecerfe cfta tal, 
De muchas maneras> ipas fiempre una cofa 
Yo vos propongo la. menos penofa, 
Pdf mas exCelente, e mas principal {a), 

Amongft other numerous works of 
this fovereign, there is a folio rnanu^ 

(a) That is — he knew how to make the philofo* 
phcr's flane, a»d ^ taught it me. Wc made it toge- 
the][, and I alierwards made it by myfelf, fa that I 
often increafed my flock ; and finding that it is ta 
be made in different ways, but always one and the 
fame thing, I propofe to you the lead expeniive, as* 
the complcatcft and be;1 method. 

fcript, 
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fcript, in the library, of Toledo., wrk^ 
tendon paper in Spanifh, on mifceU 
laneous fubje^is. Amongft the reft^ 
a tra<a relating, to St^ Patrick's Purga- 
tory, in Ireland, which perhaps may 
be the origin of the famous yifion of 
Odaenius, mentioned by fome Iriffi 
^ Writers* .Alfonfo is thought to have 

' firftiiitroducedpaper in Spain, atleaft 

amongft the Chriftians, fuppofing ifs 
life to have been known aniongflt the 
Mahometans ; for Sarmiento rdentions 
having feen a paper manufcript in 
1 261. ' I (hall not, however, enter into 
further details relating to the work^ 
of this monarch, he was a compe- 
titor for the empire, with Richard 
Duke of Cornwall, who was chofen 
emperor, but not having fortune or 

power 
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power fafficicnt to.fupport its digni-* 
ty, was obliged to return to England^ 
and they eleded another prince. As 
forking Alfpnfo, his expences re- 
duced hirji to great ftraights ; „nor. 
could his fuppofed'kttOwlcdge of ^the 
philofopheFs ' fforie; ftirnifli gold e- 
npugh without laying heavy taxes on 
his fubjcjfts : while this nlonarch wai 
bent upQfn ^ftronomical purfnitsl iti-; 
ftead orthe. intereft of his people, 
and in lieu of obferving: the motions) 
of his fubjed?, was watching thofef 
of the ftars in the crown of Ariadne; 
his fecond fqn Sancho rebelled againil 
him, fnatched his own crowo from 
his headr and got • pdffeiEon df t'he 
kingdom^ , For this updutiful ad, an4 
his fucceffive vidories over the Moors, 
. • •■" .■•" •--■•• 'the 
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ttie&panifli hiftoriani have called him 
Dm Sancko El Bravo{d), 

• (a) Alfonfo the Wife had two fons. Ferdinand 4hd 

cldett and Sancho. The former died in the life time 
of h» fiithcr, and the lattet ufurpcd the crown, on . 
-which bi^ nepbeiv A^Ifonfo, Ferdiaaad's ion, chen^ 
a minor, fled to France, and was proclaimed king 5a 

^ the death of Alfonfo. the Wife, but Sancbo's party 

£treVailed. Thii Atfonio fimamed La Cerda^ from a 
longhair otx his back, iiiiirti^d Miude of Ftahc6, and 
left u fon, Lewis,. who returned to Spain, aad ceding 
his right to ibe. crown, accepted lands rfrom king.Fer? 
dihand the 4t1h, "alid married Leonpra Guzman, 
d^tt^tfer of AlOnfo Perez de Guzman, founder of 
tb^ dtical-hou&^f jyfe^iiii^ Sidonia^ by whom bd 
left an only daughter, ffabelld La Cerda^ firft married 
t6 Don kodrigo Alvarez de J^fturias, by whom (he 
had no ifltie, and afterwards ip Bernard de Beaine, 
baOard fon of the fisimiDUB Ga&oni Phiaebus Count 
de Foix Lor^ of Bearne ; on this marriage de Bearn^ 
was created Count of Medina Celi, and a large eflate ' 
fettled on Ifabella his wife, in 1367, by Henry the 
2d, firnamed the Bafiard, on condition of her re^ 
nouuQing again for berfelf and her hehrs, all preten- 

A fingular 



• 



) 
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A fiiigUlar poet and fatyrift now 
i^cqiirs, who has efcaped the refearch* 
es of Don Nicolas Antonio, and moft 
bther biographers, till difcovcred by 
Don Lewi^ Velazquez; knight of the 
Order of St. Jaiaes. This is Juan 
lUiiz, arch*prieft of Hita, whofe works 
arc ii^ luanufcript, in the library of 
Tdledd^ and who flouriflied in the 
^ar 1336. The manufeript is in a 
very imperfed: conditidti« with many 
iheets tore out^ and others unintelli^' 
gibie, therefore I (hall confine myfelf 
to a fpecimen of a fat^rical piece, as 
given by V^lafquez. 

fions to the crown df Cafiile, sis gtlnd daughter of 
Alfonto^ proclaimed king at the death of Alfonfo 
the Wife. AfterWards Don Lewis de Bearne the 5tfa^ 
Count of Medina Cdi, ^efccndcd from Ifabella, Waa 
treated Duke of Mediria Gcli in 1491^ by Ferdinand 
and Ifabel. 

. K This 
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This poem defcribcs a conteft be- 
tween the time of Ealing Meat and 
Lent Time^ wherein the former is de- 
feated on Ajh Wednefday, and remains 
in a dejeded ftate till Holy-week, 
when recovering his fpirits, he enters 
the lifts and fends a challenge to Lenti 
by his fecondDt^n Breakfqft^ fixing the 
time for combat on Eafter- Sunday. 
Lent^ not thinking himfelf obliged 
to receive a challenge from one whom 
he has vanquifhed,. finding himfelf 
moreover enfeebled, and not being 
able to procure a freOi fupply of fea 
fifti^ to recruit his conftitution, pro- 
mifes to meet him at Jerufalem, dreff- 
es himfelf like a pilgrim and makes 
his efcape on Holy-Saturday. Two 
potent eniperors arrive in the world ; 
Don Flejh and Don Love. They both 

make 
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hialce a triumphal entry : the various 
ihufical inftrilments are defcribed, as 
well as the recejitiort they meet with, 
from all ranks of people 5 a con tell 
SrifeS coticerding who is to rfeceive 
Don Love : each party offers his rea- 
fbns and claim for a preference^ but 
he refufes them, and fhews a predi- 
fe<5lioil to the author, as dn old fer- 
vant of the family, and gdes to his 
houfe ; but the apartments being too 
fmall for fuch fplendid guefts, a tent 
' is fixed, and here a poetical defcrip- 
tio);i is given of the four feafons of 
the year, in the nature of a vifion. 
The . author, with the confidence of 
an old fervant, enquires of Don Love^ 
where he had been during his ab- 
fcnce? he anfwers, in the mild cli- 
mate of Andalufia during winter, and 
K 2 complains 
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complains, that coming to Toledo in 
the beginning of lent, they had fliut 
the gates of the city againft him ; on 
which he applied to feveral convents, 
but none would receive him, and at 
laft was obliged to pafs the lent in the 
town of Callro, where, he was kind- 
ly entertained. Finally recovering 
his Qrength after lent, he went to the 
fair of Alcala, and from thence wan- 
dering about the country, had lefc 
the author in a melancholy mood, 
who not pleafed with a folitary life, 
confulted an old trot, called Trota 
Cofwentos, This forry old woman ad- 
vifcs him to make love to a nun, and 
points the delight of. fuch amours. 
Trota Conventos applies to a nun, 
to whom Ihe had rendered former 
fcrvices, fpeaks in favour of th« 

archpriefly 
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archprieft« and a6ls as procurefs be- 
tween them. A long dialogue en^ 
fues, with the perfuafions of the old 
Jezabel on one fide, and the reiiftance 
and inconveniences alledged by the 
nun on the other. Trota Conventos 
difplays the charader of the arch- 
prieft ;— the nun at laft confents to 
receive him on honourable terms, 
and dies in two months. The arch* 
prieft is mucli grieved, and Engages 
the old hag to procure him a wife, 
fhe finds out a moor, who refufes the 
offer — the author relates the fongs he 
i^ad compofed for jews and moors^ 
adapted to Various inftruments^ and 
proper for dances, and to be fung by 
blind men and ftrollers, — Trota Con^ 
ventos dies, the ravages of death are 
d^fgribed^ as well as the ingratitude 
K3 . of 
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of relations and heirs. The epitaph 
of Trola Conventos is given. Preven- 
tatives are offered againft the fudden 
a6ls of death, which are to be guard- 
ed againft with the fliield of good 
works. 

Such is the main fcope of this 
whimfical poem, many parts of which 
are unintelligible at prefent. One 
of the laft vcrfes fays expreflly that it 
was finifhed in the year .1378. — The 
work is not deftitute of poetical in- 
vention, and feems to be a violent 
fatyr on the times, aboui^ding with 
moral reflections, as well as lively de- 
fcriptions of the vices of fome of the 
principal perfonages of- the cotirt. 
At the fame time the poet feems to 
laugh in his eafy chair, and might have 

furniflied 
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furnifhed a model for Rabelais, who 
probably never faw this poem: — 
from the freedom with^ ivhich the 
-archprieft has painted the vices of the 
times, we may call him the Petronius 
of Spain. Some of his vcrfes have 
the fame metre as the greek and latin 
hexameters, for inflance, 

Fis vos pcqueno libro, de tefta mas que de glofa, 
Non creo que es pequeno, ant es mui gran plofa. 

The prefent archbifhop of Toledo, 
Don Francifco de Laranzana has very 
generoufly opened the library of the 
cathedral for the ufe of the public, 
and I might mention other ancient 
poets, whofe work? ar? in the Can- 
cionero of Juan Alfonfo de Baena, col- 
le^ed in the reign of king John the 
ad, which includes thofe who pre- 
K 4 ceded 
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ceded/as well as contemporaiy |}0<tt^ ; 
but it woqld make no aniends for the; 
time loft in looking over, fuch wri- 
tings, totally diveded of genius or 
tafte, hardly one of th|^m able eyei^ 
to make a good rhyme ; you will al- 
ready have perceived that I partake 
of the glooo^ that bangs ov^r this 
city ; or, as the French call it, ennui. 
Its very gates feem to proclaim it, for 
over the principal one, the gate del 
Cambron^ an Infcription is placftd un- 
der the fiatue of St« Leo£a4ia, the 
tutelary patronefs of the city, in which 
ihe is requefted to free thetn from fuch 
a complaint : 

Tu noftra civis inclita> 
Tu cs patrona veraula, 
Ab Tirbis hujas termino ' ' " 
PiDcul itpeHe taiium* 

lETTER 
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LETTER X. 



SecMd ppkd of Spaitij^ PoeM^- in tbt' ijihatt^- 

of kisjim If^Btoryi thf^^^rtKo^, Q^iU. . . 

;-...•• t i . ■ ■ . 

N^ADRII^, 2o;h JwLY, 1778. 

ASi the iDeats bci9ni.tD tteisxcdl! vo J 
heoey l^flBa^-l«dll make 3nv<IlB>^. 

\«hich i^aodt in. a vofiDr^ btg|i< fituati&ti' 
a«ftidft ttue: Guaida4n-a»»a> iiiQttntaia0y 
tluit aitticovercKli with ihow tilt the: 
middte'Ofj JlCiiM 9 th«fe the coortJ ect'^ 
joy {L cook and pi«fi£im fufflnier, atid' 
behold a iiepond fpring' a&er tbeh- de^ 
paviuoe £khii> Arsnjuisaii which ibey^ 
g«atnlly leave towards the end of 

June 



.■-.i*'- 
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June. In autumn they remove again 
to the EfcuriaU fpend part of the 
winter in the new palace at Madrid, 
and are occafionally at the Ca/a del 
Campo^ :^ im^ll villa near Madrid; 
or at the Pardo^ ' about two leagues 
from hence; and thus witfr the diffe- 
rent hunting parties of the feafon ; 
thefe regal conftellations perform 
their annual orbits with great punc- 
tuality and famends.->On fuch oc- 
cafions^ every . tfattig is ektravagantl jr 
dear at thefe places ; which becomes ^ , 
heavy ;Chai^ upon all: the fordgn 
minifters, whofe duty obli^s them 
to attend pn the' monarch ; <a&d fince 
Lord Rochford's tinie I undei^Saad an 
extraordinary allowance, is. made to 
our> ambafiadors for this; purpofe.-rn-; 
Let me now make a:retrogade:moVe-' 
•.■;•...■..•....'.■ mem. 
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knent^ and recall your attention to 
*the court of John the fecond, king of 
Caftile, fon of Henry the third- and 
Catharine daughter of John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter, by Conftance of 
Caftile. Under this prince we may 
r^operly fix the fecond period of 
SpaniQi poetry, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, and I fliall juft give you a flight 
iketch of fome of the principal cha- 
i:aAers of his court. The king him- 
felf was a great favourite of the mufes 
and an excellent judge of poetical 
merit; he underftood and fpoke latin 
fluently, and was not only a good 
poet, Ibut moreover, encouraged all 
thofe that excelled in that art, delight- 
ing in the converfaiion of men of ge- 
nius and talents ; under fuch a Me- 
cenas, no wonder that the nobles 

fliould 
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fhould follow the royal example, and 
fthc palace of king John refemble the^ 
court of Apollo : but with all thefe 
amiable qualities^this indolent prince 
fufiered himfelf to be governed by 
his favourites and minions, which 
brought on him the hatred of his 
fubje^ls, who fhewed their fpirit of 
refj^ntment to fuch a degree, that the 
king caufed liis Priva^do, Don Alvaro 
de Luna, to be beheaded at VaUado*' 
lid. — I ftiall fay nothing more of the 
marquis of Villcna, as he lived in re- 
tirement under this reign, where we 
find Fernan Perez de Guzman, Lord 
of Barres, who was both an hiiloriaq 
and a poet; the prin<:ed Cancianeros 
abound with his works, and fome are 
in the manufcript one of Juan Alfonfo 
^e Baena ; he is author of a poem in* 

pitied 
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titled Las fmtencias y coplas de bien 
vivir^ printed at Lifbon in 1564, and 
alfo publiOied the chronicle of king 
John. He likewife wrote in profe 
the lives of all the great men wha 
flourifhed in that king s reign in arms, 
or letters, intitled Claros varones Efpa^ 
noleSy 2i book greatly ^efteemed : In it» 
imitation Fernando del Pulgar after- 
wards writ another^ dedicated to Ifa- 
bella queen of Caftile, printed at 
Madrid in 1678, at the end of the 
epitome of the chronicle of king John 

the fecond. — Guzman had for 

contemporary that; illuftrious noble- 
man Don Jnigo Lopez de Mendoza, 
marquis of Santillana, who lived till 
the time of Henry tbe fourth, fon to 
John the fecond. By order of king 
John he drew up a coltedion of mo- 
ral 
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ral proverbs for the inftrufliofa of 
prince Henry his fon^ and for the 
fame purpofe alfo wrote a treatife On 
favourites, intitled Doctrinal de pri- 
vados^ in which Don Alvaro de Luna- 
is reprefented as fpeaker, and gives 
advice to his fucceffor, how he (hould 
behave like a good minifter, and not 
follow his treacherous example. — He 
likewife made a colle6lion of antient 
proverbs in the Spanifh language, 
which were reprinted with other cu- 
rious pieces of Spanifh literature in 
1737, by Don Gregorio Mayans,—- 
The marquis fupported a literary 
correfpondenc^ with the lord high 
conflable of Portugal, Don Pedro, fon 
of the Infant Don Pedro, duke of 
Coimbra ; at the requeft of this 
prince, he wrote him a long letter, 

Ending 
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fending him a colle6lion of his po- 
ems, and giving him a circumftantial 
account of the ftate of poetry in 
Spain. Father Labbe fays, that a- 
mongft the king of France's manu- 
Dciipts, they poffefs feyeral of the 
marquis's poems and letters. All 
the great men of his time were dcfi* 
rous of a literary correfpondence with 
him. Don Gomez Manrique, a great 
poet, and brother to Don; Roderic, 
firft Count of Paredes, and uncle to 
Don George Manrique, another cele* 
brated poet, wrote a poem to the 
marquis, lequefting his works, and 
compofed feveral others in his praife. 
This great man died in 1458, to the 
great regret of all his acquaintance. 
The famous poet Juan de Mena par- 
ticularly laments this event in a poem 

he 
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em he Wrote on the occdfion, intitled 
Caronacian, wherein he fup^pofed himfelf 
to have bcfen catriefd up to Parnaffus^ 
and ieen the mufes and virtues erowil 
the marquis with laurels, and with 
much elegance fiiigs his praffes as a 
philoropher, a poet, A foldier^ smd ^ 
chriftian. 

The firft Duke of Idfentadd wa* 
fon to this illuflrious Marquis* and 
dire^ed in his will, that all the pbema 
of his father, as well as his library, 
fhould be intailed in the faniily along 
with the eftate,- and be prefcfrved in 
his palace of Guadalaxara, where 
it is faid there is a very curious col- 
le^liaii of manufcripts. This ducal 
family has built at Gtiadalaxara ft 
fumptuous chapeLto depofit tht reV 

mains 
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\ logins of th^ir anceftors, in tmitation 

.jf efiifaatfvo<HO.OQi^ai>tfoe£{&iuial; an^ 

h. ifiS^ caUeid a panche^Ki ; it c^t^ioM. 

|!W(ei»ty*fi«: urps arranged m .proper 



is< 



m 



. , $>^4er* wirfi a great profUCoio of euri- 



21 






After liavisg faid to m.^Qh of tlif 
«n^fquis pf jSaiitillana, I come tp the 
g«^tjl>aii de M^na, of jCcardoya* bis 
Ifieod, whofe poeticiJ taknts were fy 
admired by king John, that he re- 
gained him conftantly at his court, 
fij^.d ^oul4 frequently icorre?^ hi$ 
irerfes wHh hispwQ hand. ^The moft 
^elebrai^ piece jof this ppet is fai» 
i^hf'infk^t in three hundred s^avast . 
from whis^ce if is.caUed lai tres cUntaf 
Mi JumifMemf fidyhied iaw kvan 
% . parts 



i 
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parts accotding to the planets, be- 
ginning with the moon, and finiQiirig 
with fa turn,' which has been learn^ 
edly commented upon -by ^Fernah 

Jl • Nunez de Guzman, ftiled J?/ Pm^Vin'd; 

I to diftinguifh him from the hiftorioj- 

grapher I before mentioned. Mena'i 

» J poems have gone through a variety 

* of editions, the ol deft was printed at 

Sarrsigofla in 1515- That of Seville 

in 1512s contains more poems, and 

I they werfe reprinted at Antwerp 10 

I muft mention a very polite and 
accomplifhed gentleman, who juft 
reached thp days of King John ; his 
) profe compofitions are eftimable iot 

their antiquity, as well as purity and 
elegance of language. This was Pe- 
^- • . dro 
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dro Lopez de Ayala. He tranflated 
Livy into Spanifli, much about the 
time tha^t it fitft appeared in French 
by Peter Berchorius, a Benddidine 
monk. He alfo tranflated, froni the 
Italian, the fall of princes of Boc- 
cacio, and the Trojan hiftory of Gui- 
do Colohna ; Boetius de Confolatione 
PhilofophicB, and Ifidore de Summo Bono. 
He lived und^r four kings, Peter,^ 
Henry 2d, John ift, and Henry 3d, 
of all which he compiled the chroni- 
cles; the three firft were printed, but 
that of Henry the 3d is ftill in manu- 
fcript, in the convent of St; Martin^ 
in Madrid. In this work there is an 
original letter, from BajaS:et to Henry 
3d, whidh occafioned the fariious erii- 
bafly to Tamerlane, by Henry^ who 
ient Ruy Gonzales de Glavijo^ as his 
L 8 . ambalFador 
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ambaflador to that fovereign, an ac- 
count of which wa^ published by 
Argote de Molina.— Ayala is taxe4 
with great partiality and flattery in 
favour of the rebel Henry againil his 
bi other king Peter, whom he ftabbed 
with hk own hand, and then ufurp« ' 
ed his dominions. The true chroni* 
de of Peter was written by John d< 
Caflro bishop of Jaen^ but was fuyp^ 
prreffed J>y sthe partkans ai Henry^ 
afi^r he came to the throne.-- — Be* 
^re I take my leave of king John, let 
me mention another writer that will 
afford you much entertainment;, 
that is the bachelor Fernan <^omoz 
de Ciiudad Real, who was forty-four 
years phyfiician to king John 2d, and 
of courfe well acquainted with all the 
inirigues of his court; liis letters 

were 
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♦e«e publiihed at Burgos in 1499, 
and throw gr^at light on many ac- 
tions of th« principal charai^ers of 
kis time. This book was lately re* 
printed at Madrid (a). There is a 
letter amongft them from the poet 
Juan de Mena^ complaining of the 
behaviour of the bifhop of Cuenca, 
m byrniBg and fecreting the books 
of the marquifs of Viliena 



. (a) Genton epiftolaiio de Gomez de Ciudad Real, 
generaciones y Semblanzas de Perez de Gufinan : da^' 
106 baronet de Gaflilla y.lettas de F. del Puigir. Ma« 
drjdx775* 

(b) In a {brmer letter I laid it was. ibe hlQi^ og 
Segovia, who burned the books of the marquifs of 
YiUeifa, mifled'by a modem Spanifii writer* when I 
(bould have feid, that it was l^lps Lope Barrientos 
btbop of Gucnca. Juan deMena teUs us be burned a 
hundred books by order of the king, and fecreted 
many ndiessr^-He deims Gomes to fend him a letf^v 
to be Ihewa to the king, in order to g^l tbf bo^ 

L 3 Tha 
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The dieprayijy of the age gave rifcf 
to another fatyrift, wbofe verfe is, 
meotipned in Don Quixote, under 
the feigned name of Coplas de MmgQl 
RevulgOy a fatyrical poem, written. in 
a pailoral dialogue, confilling of thir- 
ty-five ftanzas between theihepherd 
Mingo ^ or Dominic^ and Gil Arebato, de- 
fcribing the vices pf king. Henry the 
fourth, fon to John the fecond, re- 
proaching him as a bad (hepherd^ 
who took no care of his flock. The 
fluttering fliepherd, Tartamudo^ is 
Mofes, Chri/loval Mexia is the Meffiah, 
and the Meco Mora is Mahomet. All 



ii 



again out of the biftiop's hands, who he adds had 
fecn no more of tlie books than the king of Moroc- 
co. Mena is very folicitoua for the chara&er of the 
xnarquifs, that the tenxains of his library (hoold not 
fall to fo unworthy an heir, who had fo little refpeft 
for his faiie*' ; * *-'• • ^'': -li ^: ' • - • 

; J their 
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their flocks are reprefented as graz-» 
y ingpromifcuoufly, without any regu«i 

' lafien or government, to the ruin, and 

downfall of the kingdom^ in which 
Chriftians, Jews, and Mahometans; 
lived intermixed, without tontroul 
or fu^ordination ; for thus we muft 
underfland the tenth couplet. 



y-^ 



Moderrado con cl fueno , 
No lo cura de almagrar, 
Pofque no cntiende de dar • 
Cuenta de ello a ningun dueho. 
Quanto yo no amoldaria \ .^-^ 
Lo de Chriftoval Mexia, 
Ni del otro tartamudo, 
Ni del Meco Moro agudor 
Todo va por nna via I ! 



Some have attributed this poem to 
Juan de Mena, others' to Fcraan.del 
Pulgar, of which opinion is . ihe^ hifto^ 
' . L 4 xian 
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nan Mn'tBan ; and when we conficter 
the comment of Pulgarv always pmi|<^ 
ed along vrhh the poem, ex^ain^ 
inf the moft obfcure paf]^geg,it feems 
to be a probable conjedare. A« to 
the Tkes of Henty the fourth, tbef 
exceed the j^n df the nn>ft poignant 
fatyrift. He Aands charged with hav^ 
ing confented to the infidelity of his 
queen, with Betran de la Cueva, 
who. for recompence ,was created 
Count of Ledeftnat. The priocefr 
Jane was fuppof^d t6 be the ifStie of 
this amour; her legitimacy was 
publicly contefted, which of oafioned 
much bloodlhed, and ended in. her 
being 6blige|| to retire to a convent, 
ilignstized With: the naise ot<La ^er- 
Israniiim't and Htmy's fiifl!er Ifi^bel^ 
biicam« hdrefs of tbi '^rowvi oS "C^t- 

tile. 
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tSe, wiiieh by ber marriage wkh fer* 
(iinaad of Ara|gon, became vimte4 
far evti to tiiat kingdom^ 

W6 HdHir draW' near t<> a more* pQ* 
}i(h<id ag€, smd to new tvent« lUidef 
the aufpicious reign of Ferdinand 
and Jfabel ; anoiher great genius 
iippears on the hdrizo», the poet Juan 
de ia Encina, v*ho wefii to Jeriiifaleta 
with the marquis of Tarifa, and has 
deicribed that cxpedtrioti in Verfe ; 
while we etafs him in point of time 
as the laA poet of the a^, we mud 
•€Xak ijfea to the firft ran-k fot the 
hatihony and power of his' numbers. 
He tranflated the €cl<^ues of Virgil, 
applying ^e citeuMifftances to the 
events 6i Ferdinand and Ifabel, in 
whofe praife he wrote his poem of 

Triumfo 
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^riumfo de la fama, ztidhis Arie dc 
peefia Cqfiellana inprofe, dedicated to 
the prince ppn John, all which he 
completed, between the age of four- 
teen ^nd twenty-fivie, as appears from 
the coUedioa of his works printed at 
Saragoffa, in 151(5 • 

The Caftilian mufe now began to 
aflume a loftier flight. Juan de Me- 
na introduced an elegance of e^prefr 
fion, George Manrique ?nd his ner 
phew (a) poliftied her fly le, and emr 

(a) Gcforge Manriqae the nephew, was fon of Ro^ 
deric Count of Paredes, and wrote a^ elpgy on th^ 
death of his father, printed at Madrid, with a glof- 
fary, in 1632, in 8vo, along with the Coplas of 
Mingo Revvlgo^ the||poral proverbs of the marquis of 
Saniillaxvi, and other fugitive pieces.—- The morai 
pieces of George Manrique, the unde, were printed 
at Antwerp in 1594, with a comment by Francifca 
Guzman. 
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jijellifhed it with more eafy rhymq. 
The marquis of Saptillana difembarT 
raffed her from the fetters of couplets, 
and made her acquainted with the 
verfification of the Provenzals and 
Italians. Finally, Juan de la Encina 
jQiewed her to be equal to the powers 
of the drama, following the exam- 4 

pie of the marquis of Villena in 
tranflating the latin poets, and in^ 
laying down precepts for the art, 
which was as much as could be ex- 
peded at that time,— -Beficjes the 
Cancionero pf Baena, a further Cancio- 
nero general was compiled by Hernan 
del CaftiHo, including all the poets^ 
from Tuan de Mena down to the edi^^ 
t5or^ and has ^ne through feveral edi- 
tions, ^he third was at Seville in 1535^ 
a^d anpther .^t lAn^Wftrpj in: 1573. 

^ ^^ 1 E T T E R 
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JL E T T E R XU 

1i^ MrdpirioJ^ or goldew agt of Spanijh p^ry^r 
in the ittb cmtui^^ 



. . lilADRlD, 23d J«LY', 1778. 

I Went iaft night to take leave -of 
fpme acquaintance previous tcy 
my departure fbr St. Ildcfonfo, ant! 
fjpent the evening in a moft agreeable 
partyt at one of thofc private affem*" 
biles, that go by the name of TertuHas^ 
but from whence they have derived 
i^is appellation I can not infofn> 
you. — In'maijy families thefe little 
patties are held every evening, anxl 
eoniiR of a nutaotoer of feleift friends, 
who entiVcu- Ms Aieadly foctotyi^ 
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Al ioon as the company bcgim to 
^Semh\c, tjhey divide in^^Hdiffweot 
afiRrtsAe&t^ ; ri^ffefitfiieiHs arc iiame* 
diai^ly diftfibut.ed, confifting pf lb«rr 
l)€t8, f<w»eetmeats, aad chocolst« : a 
cheftrful .af»d y.vely <:pnw^ai;i€«i i^ 
fupported on ^ vajFiety of pleaiing 
fiabjt^ls, io which the pxpX^te; thfs 
ioldier, a^d the civilian, come ip foif 
9 0iare, and the ladies . contribute 
th^ part. I» another ap^rtnient a 
more grave fet a,re amiifed with, 
<?ards, while a riew gaUant ^knights, 
Kith the crimfoB inGgnia of chivaU 
ty on their breads, divide themrelve$' 
luoaongd the inir iifteners, and the a- 
morous gicuide is eniiveoedJby fpark* 
ling eyes and every expreffion of fea- 
mre :— Avhile one echoes the ibft 
jQurmiirs of lovie, a delicaie fiogei' 
.. » ^ founds 



tst... 
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founds the guitarre, and adds to itif 
harmony with a fong.— Each party 
is happy, no tirefome c6remony in^ 
terrupts their felicity, the very idea 
6f jealoufy is ftruck out of the rubtit i 
wit and good humour dre the prin- 
cipal purfuits, added to a chearfol 
inihd, unbfent with evfery foclal , at- 
tribute :-—no^plodding about politics 
or the d^bts^ of the nation, — Happy 
jbonients thus glide away impercepti- 
bly, till the ufual hour comes, and 
then every one retires in filence, 
pleafed and contented ! — Amongft a 
Varietyof entertaining flibjeds that ate 
occafionally difcuffed in this entertain- 
ing junto, they happened laft night 
to rpeak of the golden age of poetry 
in Spain, which was agreed upon,^ to 
have taken place in the fixteenth cen- 
tury, 
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tuty, with 'the re-eflabliftiment of 
letters in that kingdom, when a new 
field was opened to the rtiufes, who^ 
taniftied from the Eaft, liftened to 
the ft w Spaniards who courted them, 
and accepted of their addrefles; at the 
time that a true tafte was reviving in 
Italy, under the influence of Sartnazar^ 
Bembo, and Ariofto, and the mufel^ 
recovering from that drooping ftat^ 
they had fallen into at the death of 
Petrarch. The firft promoters of thik 
brilliant revolution in Spain, werd 
Juari Bofcan, ' Garcilafo de la Vega, 
the great Don Diego de Mendoza^ 
Gutierre de Ceti;nia, and Don Lewis 
de Haro, who were followed by Fran- 
cifco Saa de Miranda Pedro de Padil- 
la; Gregorio Hernandez de Velafco 
krid dthfers; who, befides the Italian 

rhyme, 
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fbyme, adorned their owa Uiigu4ge 
ivitb che further embellifhrnents re* 
quired by the mu{es, fuch as lively in^ 
vention, graceful ftyle, {kurity of die*- 
lion, aqd dignity of fe^itinoeat, equ»^ 
toele va ted fubj e^ ; to Ibc w, however, 
the foibles of the human mind^ witl^ 
^he baoe&il efijofl of envy, when ge» 
|iiu5 makes a new efibrc ; a fet of meii 
^as not wanting, who Ipoked with 9 
'jealous eye on the verfification of the 
J.tali*ns ; and fuch is the pfFe<3 of prc^ 
judice, that it even worked upon th^ 
moH ingenuQQs mind^. Bofcan ac- 
knowledges, that he a^tepipted to i»» 
troduce the new metre, ai: the perfua* 
fion of Navagero, theVieneti^n amr 
bafiador at ihe court of Charles tb'!^ 
5th, and he happily fucceeded, Mv» 
ia^ cpmpofed .various foniiqc^ an4 

paftorals. 
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paftorals, in the Italian metre, which 
met with great acceptation, notwith- 
Aanding the other party endeavoured 
to leffen their merit, by calling fuch 
poets by the name of Pelrarquijls. Bof- 
can tranflated the fable of Leander 
and Hero from the Greek of Mufcus 
and a tragedy of Euripide;*, which 
ferved to polifh the ftyle of his 
contemporary and friend Garcj- 
lafo de la Vega. Bofcan further 
improved his mind by travel in 
Germany and Italy, in the fervice of 
the emperor Charles, reaping the 
fame advantages as Chaucer had done 
before him with us, and may be trip- 
ly faid to be the Petrarch of Spain. 

The great Don Diego de Mendoza 

merits a more particular inveftiga- 

M tion 
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tlon from his exalted chara^er asti 

poet, a Toldier, and a ftatefmart. 

This Hluftrious perfonage was of thte 

noble houfe of Mendoza, being fx)h 

of Don Ignacio Lopez de Mendoz*^ 

fecond cOunt of Tcndilla, and toaf- 

\ quis of Mondejar. Our poet way 

^ born in Granada, about the ye#r 

1500, and educated in the univetfity 

of Salamanca, where he applied hiiri- 

felf clolely to the latin, gredc, ht^ 

brew, and arabic languages. Befides 

j the advantages of his high birth, he 

' . enjoyed thofe of court favour, and 

-j was honoured with the moft eminent 

dignities ; for he was a Commandenr of 

the order of Alcantara, counfellorof 

ftate to the emperor Charles, and his 

\ ' ambaflador at Venice and at Rome, 

as vveli as at the famous Council oC 

Trent. 
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^reii:t» niihete he.m^^e a c;oDfpicupus 
£;guce. His loijg refidenqe ip Italy, 
ftdded ;to hps p^atutal geixius, .gave 
^ini every oppowymty of irnpcovcr 
40«nt, jfufomudi that hcvfsis jeqkoaed 
pxie qf .«he politeA icbokrs, and muft 
^CQomplilhed gontleoien «if (bis,|ime. 
jHe is -T^ild to have ii»d ^ainoft fothid.- 
jding aijpc^, ;?u5^e<dit9 ? .peculiar; feve- 
rity of |t^iftR^» iWhwh ivas of gr^at 
fflf^'uj^e, to bim wjlicn,4be..was go\»r- 
#»or iof jSienna ; he feews to have 
conveyed it, to hia^verfe, .which is in 
^ner»l h^rft. ^r: he faintly imitated 
,$^ zqanner of Bofcan, and ftill le^ 
stained the languid expreflion of old 
ttwes,. which he was jtiot able to con- 
jqwer, notwithftanding his frequent 
.communication with the moft ceie* 
•brated poets of Italy, vyhilft a ftii-. 
M 2 dent 



I 
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dent at the univerfity of Salamanca,* 
he writ that little piece called the 
life of LazarUlo de Tormes^ which was 
foon after tranflated into Italian, and 
alfo into Engliih : the great au^^ 
thor little thought at that time, that 
his performance would ever ferve to 
grace the flails of Moorfields, — But 
this en paffanU for he makes a confide- 
raible figure as an hiflorian in his CivH 
weirs of Granada^ whtrcin he alfo 
fpeaks as a contemporary, as his 
nephew the marquis of Mondejar, 
was the general, under whofe com^ 
mandall thofe great adions were per^ 
formed- — It is difficult to beftow 
praifes equal to the elegance" of this 
claffical performance, in which the 
beauty of ftyleis fo great, and the fen- 
timent every where fo nobly fup- 

ported. 
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|)drted, that he rivals Salluft and 
Tacitus; while as a foldier he has 
the correcSnefs and temper of Caefar^ 
and may be faid to unite in the 
higheft degree the charader of a fine 
gentleman, and an experienced com- 
mander. — Many pieces of his, writteri 
with much freedom, flill remain in 
iflanufcript in private hands, and in 
the grand duke's library at Florence. 
His other poems were printed, with 
the following title, Obras del iri/ignd 
Cavallero Don Diego de Mendota en 
Madrid^ 1610. — ^His fine library he 
bequeathed to Philip the 2d, and it 
ferves as one of the principal orna- 
ments of the efcurial [a). 

[a) The compiler of the new Sp2mi(h Parnaffus, 
fgeaking of Don Diego Mendoza, and of his having 
^en ambailador in England, acknowledges he can- 

M3 Another 
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Another valiant foldier naw oceurst ; 
who diftinguifhed himfelf as a poet, 
apd joined with Don Diego de Men^ . 
doza in introducing the metre of Pe- 
trarchi and pblifhing the language oC 
his own country* This was Garei- 

not dlfcovcr at wRat time; which makes me think 
he itaiftook hitd fdt his brother^ Doh BfertardinO db 
Meddoza^ who was ambaffador in England in queeil 
Elizabeth's time, and on her being informed that ho 
had been concerned in all the cabals that Throcmor- 
to'tt and others had contrived igainftlier peribn and 
fhitef {he caoTed him t6 be (barply reptimadded by 
the council, who commanded him to depart the 
realm, which he not doing, they fent him "on 
boatd ca^taVn HawktAs> vefrel, vvlfo landed him art 
C^iai^, aitd Sii Williiini Wade was fe6t to complain 
of Mendoza, and juftify the necelfuy of the fiep; 
but Philip was fo offended, he would not fee him, 
and referred him to hii conncif, on Whicii Sir Wilf^ 
am quitted Spain, faying his orders were to addrefs 
himfelf to the king, and Qnce he would hoit adnlit 
tim, he had tlhen nothing mote to dd in the king- 
^6ha.""'WsnqueforL 

lafo 
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Iffp de la Vega, \tQTn at Toledo ia 
^^Si knight of the order oJf Akapta- 
ra, aod ion pf ,G^cUatc>dte>|a Vjsga, 
a«ba0a4or from the c^iholip king at 
the court of Rome, foa of Hernam 
Perez de Guzman, a celebrated poiet. 
Garcilafo diAinguiflied himfelf early 
a^ a military i^an in the armies o£ 
Charles the fifth, particulaiiy at the 
fiege of Tunis, "lyhere he was ^voundedi, 
m th<e face and in the ixtm. He at- 
t^ded the emperor in Pied^ioaat,, 
having eleven cpmpai^es of infantry 
iinder his command, ^nd lyas mor« 
tally wounded at ^he fiorming c^ a 
tower near Frej^s, beijog only thir- 
ty-three years old, ^t \\ihich the em- 
|>^ror was fo irritated, that all the 
pe^i^Dits who defended it, were pui; 
to th^ Cwptrd.^ — Thus feU^ in ti\e 
M 4 ^rirae: 
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prime of life, a gallant foldier and an 
accomplifhed geniUs, who had greatly^ 
improved "the poetry of Spain by po- 
lifhing its numbers, and introducing' 
the melody and harmony of the Ita- 
lian veifification, with which he had 
befen early acquainted, as well as*^ 
with the principal Italian poets of 
his time, fo that he has juftly been 
filled The Prince of Spanifh poets, having 
with his friend Bofcan brought the 
Spanifh poetry to its higheft perfec- 
tion. — Still the national pride of Don 
Chriftoval de Caftillejo, endeavoured 
to oppofe the progrefs of harmony 
and poetical numbers, and though he 
was at Vienna as fecretary to prince 
Ferdinand, afterwards emperor ; he 
ftill inveighed againft his country- 
men, particularly in a fatyrical piece 

" againft 
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*' againft thofe who quitted the Spa- 
nifh metre to adopt the Italian :" and 
in- a poem intitled Petrarquiflas, he in- 
troduces Juan deMena, George Man- 
xique, Garci Sanchez, Cartagena, and 
Torres Naharro, as followers of the 
Spanifh metre, in oppofition to Bof- 
can, Garcilafo, Don Luis deHaro, and 
Don Diego Mendoza, accufing this 
Jaft of having made ufe of verfe with 
leaden feet. 

You will find nevenhelefs in the 
poets of this age, a foftnefs and flu- 
ency unknown to their predeceffors ; 
Hernandez diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his tranflation of the ^Eneis of Vir-t 
gil, and his firft and fourth ec- 
logue, as alfo the poem of Sannazzar 
de partu virginis. Juan de Guzman 

likewife 




\ 
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likewife traoilated the Georgics of 
Virgil with ihe greateft fuccefs, which 
were printed at Salamanca in 1586. 

Lope de Rueda, a celebrated aflor, 
now began to give fonie form to the 
Spanifli ft age, being alfo a prin* 
cipal performer of his own compo- 
fitions, which were publiflied after 
his death, by Juan Timoneda; he 

i was followed by Bartholome de Torre 

Naharro, another writer for the ftage, 
whofe comedies and other poems 

I were publifhed by hirafelfj under the 

whimfical name of Propaladia : Juan 
de la Cueva was the next in fuccelliori 
to Naharro» who adorned the dra- 
matic mufe, as Don Alonfo de Ercilla 
did the epic. 



i 
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Fernando de Herrcw, by a fingur 
lar caprice, acquired the firname of 
Divine from the fire ^and energy 
of his verfe, though he was fur* 
gaffed in facility of rhyme by Don 
Eftcvan Manu^el de Villegas, who ad- 
mirably dnriched his own language 
with all the graces of the Latin fap* 
phics. Hexameters and Pentameter^ 
. uniting the wit of Horace, the graces 
oF Anacreon, the freedom and ele- 
gance of Tibullus, with the politenft 
of Propertius, and rhe natural turn 
of Theocritus. His poems were pub- 
Itflied under the title of Eroticai. 
He alfo tranflated Boetius, in a man«. 
ner equal to his great reputation. 

The perfecut^d Father Lewis de 
Leon may juftly be fliled one of the 

principal 



^ 
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I principal favourites of the mufes in 

this polite age, imitating Pindar, 
Horace, Virgil and TibuUus, as well 
as Petrarch and Bembo. — His elegant 
verfions of the facred writings drew, 
on him an unjufl and fevere perfecu- 
tion from his rivals, and after long 

*i and cruel fufferings in the dark pri- 

fons of the inquifition, he came out 
with honour and triumph, to the 
confufion and difgrace of his enemies ! 
Next to him we mull place the two 
brothers of the name of Argenfola, 

, who equally claim the title of the 

Horace of Spain, and have not fince 
j}een equalled. 

We muft alfo write with golder^ 
letters in the temple of fame, a cele- 
brated ftateifman^ Gonzalq Perez, fe- 

cyetary 
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cretary of ftate to Philip the fecond, 
and father to the unfortunate Anto- 
nio Perez, fecretary to Philip, as his 
father had been, and whofe melan^ 
choly ftory is well known : Having 
had the good fortune to efcape from 
Philip, he finilhed his days in obfcu- 
rity, in France, under the protec- 
tion of Henry the 4ih. With the 
permiflion of queen Elizabeth, he 
went, for a little time, to England, 
and was in correfpondence with Effex 
and other perfons of that time. — But 
to return to his father Gonzalo, he 
diftinguifhed himfelf as a poet by an 
elegant tranOation of the OdyfiTey of 
Homer, in blank verfe, in which 
attempt he flood unrivalled till the 
BritiOi mufe, jealous of a foreign bard, 
difputed with him the honour of ex- 
celling 



\ 
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celling in fo noble a career.-*«-A# 
Sot ChriflovaJ de Me&» be faintly 
dofes ttie expiring xtz, and thougI» 
afcholarof TaiTo, with whom he liv«^ 
£ve years in Rame, he remained faf 
behind him, and unequal to epic por 
i^tiy : fome of his performances ar^ 
^lerable, fuch »^ the JEableof Nac- 
rififus, from Ovid, h|s iipiitation of 
the Bmtus lUe qf Horace* a poetical 
compendium -of thi: ait of .ppetry.» 
and fome paftorals.'-^After this laQ: 
jefibrt, we muR now view the Spanilk 
mufe like a lately tree, arrived at h^ 
jidtimate period of improvement^ an4 
gently bending its head to the all 
powerful influence of time, gradu- 
ally declining with the progeny of 
Philip the 2d, who, after a long reign, 
expired in the Efcurial, overwhelm- 
ed 
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ltd xvtth difeafc, iti the moft «xcru^ 
tiating p^ins acrd devoured by ver^ 
*tiin. Tliemiafcs wept, forefeeing the 
idecliue of the Phih'ps, and clofed the 
brightnefe of their days with the cen^- 
mry ! ont bf the jlaft writers who 
firppofred this tottering Fabric, was 
the Count de Kebblledo^ a gentle- 
ttan of dfflingmfbed talents and it 
Toldier O'f great intrepidity. He ^erv- 
ltd firft in ^e toariiie departmem, 
under ©on Pedro de Leyva, and hav- 
ing the comnaand of a gftJttey, gavo 
proofs of the w-moft bravery againft 
the Turks: he after>¥ards ferved iti> 
Tlanders with equal reputation as a 
colonel of horfe, and was employed;, 
as a miiiiflier to the imperial court on 
Ibufinefe of great moment j and Fer^ 
dinand the 3d, being at the diet df Ra- 

tifbonnc, 
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tilbonne, was fo pleafed with his con^ 
dud and prudence, though at that 
time only thirty-fix years of age, fhat 
he conferred on him the dignity of a 
Count of the facred Roman Empire. 
— He was afterwards miniller ple- 
nipotentiary in Denmark,, after which 
he returned to Madrid and was 
of the council of war, and died in 
his eightieth year, univerfally regret- 
ted. — His works were printed at 
Copenhagen and Antwerp; many of 
his poems are dedicated to Chrif- 
tina Qjaeen of Sweden ; his Selva 
Danica to Sophia Amelia Queen of 
Denmark, and his Selva Miliiar y Fo- 
iitica to his own fovereign, Philip the 
4th, from whom there are fixty-eight 
original letters extant, written to him 
from 1648 to 61, many of the king's 

own 
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ttwtt hand, Vhild in Denmark; feven 
from the <:atdifial Itifaiit Ddii Ferdi- 
hand, aff d 6thtt illuffrious p6irfonages.. 



' Many poets hdtvtveV fupported the 
fpitit 6f th^^gcilden age, fuch as Vi- 
cente tfpind, t)oti Luis d6 UUoa, Pe- 
dro de ttpiticff^, Doh Ffancifco Que- 
vedd, t)on Juan de Jauregui, Solis 
the hrftdriart and othets, who like 
f^llirtg leaves anhoahced the long 
Winter thattvas^ id follow. The name 
OfC^uevedo is well kttotvn to you, and 
his vtfions whfch have been tranf- 
lated itito* Englifh; his genius was 
filch that fieither the perfecutions he 
buffered ffom his enemies, or other 
mortifieatiotis, could dafnp his bold 
mafculine fpirit, or the keennefs of 
his fatire ; befides his merit as a poet 
N he 
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he was well verfed in the orieptal 
languages and of great eruditiop.-- ^ 
His poems appeared under the feign- 
ed name of the Bachelor Francifcp 
de la Torre. When the Duke of Of- 
funa was viceroy of Naples^ he was 
employed in feveral commiflions of 
confequence amongR the Italianilates, 
and had the addrefs to go to Venic^ 
on a particular objed, difguifed as a 
mendicant. The viceroy fent him to 
court, acknowledging his great fer- 
vices, for which he was made a knight 
of St.. Janies. — When the duke s in- 
terefl; and favojur declined; he came 
in for his (hare of difgrace, and was 
three years in confinement, afflided 
with illnefs; but nothing appea^^ing 
againft him^ he was fet at liberty. Dif- 
gufted with the ficklenefs of court fe- 

vour^ 
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Vour and attendance on the great, he 
tefufed fevetal^empldymjents. that were 
offered hinii as well in the rainiftryi 
ds the embafly to Genoa; and reti^ 
ted to bis own feati, where he gave 
himfelf up intirely to literary pur-^ 
fuits. At the age of fifty- foiir, h^ en*- 
te'red into, the flate of raatriinofiy, 
with Dona £fperanza de Aragon, a 
Jady of rank, whom heJpQipL had the 
misfortune to lofe, finding no other 
aHeviation than fuch as arofe from his 
philofojkhical difpofition. But the en- 
venomed {hafts of envy ftill reached 
liim: in his folitude; — -^on a falfe 
accufation of beirig author of an in- 
famous libel, he wasr arrefled ill the 
might, put in clofe c6nfinement, 
and his eftate fequ^fteted* In this 
fituation he laboured under various 
J N u difeafes 
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difeafes witk acutto paift of hodfVitid 
mind; his patriiqonyt feised, and 
himfelf fupported by ik^my ! Ufldteff 
this diftrefs he wrote that ekfam ktoJL 
pathetic letter to the prime mJliiAof 
Olivarez, which procured him his en- 
largement : the cafe was enquii'^d 
into, and the calumny, as well as ilg 
Author, difcovered. He 6nee mopi 
return ^18^urt to recover his eftatev 
which had fufef^d va^rious d'epreda^ 
tions, but this ungrateful theatre he 
foori abandoned, and retired: to :hrs 
country -feat,, overwhelmed with iM^ 
nef*, the confequence of his CBttelrimJ- 
prifonmdnt, all which he bore with 
imanly fortitude, and finijBied has dayi 
with exemplary and chriftian refignar 
tion in the 65th year of his agei. in 
1645. H^^ perfon was engaging^ hi* 

complexion 
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complexion fair^ and gtisat expreffion 
it) his countenance ; but from conti- 
nual ftudy, his eyes were fo weakened^ 
that he conftantiy wore fpe<9:acles. — 
Such was Quevedo^ one of the great- 
eft fcholars and eminent poets of his 
t4fne, whofe youth was fpent in the 
fervice of his country in Italy, where 
he diftinguifhed himfelf with the ut- 
Hioftfagacity and prudence, — To give 
you an idea of his extenfive. know* 
ledge and profound erudition, I own 
myfclf at a lofs, much lefs fo fpeak of 
his numerous though excellent writ- 
ings. — His moral difcourfes prove 
his found dodrine and religious fen- 
timents, while his literary pieces dif- 
play his infinite judgment and re- 
fined tafte.— His great knowledge of 
Hebrew is apparent from the report 
N3 of 
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of the hiftorian Mariana to the king,, 
requefling that Quevedo might revife 
the new edition of the bible of Aria* 
Montanus. His tranflations of Epicr 
tetus and Phocylides, with his imita- 
tions of Anacreon and other Greek 
authors, (hew how well he was.verfed. 
in that language : Tj:jat he w^s a Latin 
fcholar, his conftant correfpondence, 
fiom the age of twenty, with Lipfius, 
Chifflet, and Scioppius, will fuffici- 
ently illuftrate.— As a poet he excel- 
led both in the fcrious and burlefque 
flyle, and was fingujarly happy in 
that particular turn w^ havefince ad-, 
mired in Butler and Swift. His li-r 
brary, which cpnfifted of about five 
thoufgnd volumes, was reduced, at his 
death, to abput two (houfand, an(i 
is preferyed in the convent of St. 

Martin, 
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Martin, at Madrid. — Were I to enr 
large further, refpe^ling this great 
man, I fliould eafily fill a moderate 
volume.— But it is time to proceed, 
before we behold the fetting fun, and a 
mift arife over the poetical horizon, 
which various incidents have obfcu- 
red and greatly deprived oPits ori- 
ginal luftre. 

The Diana Enamo'rada of Gil Polo, 
an elegant poet in the fixteenth cen- 
tury, was reprinted in London, in 
1739, under the infpedion of Pedro 
de Pineda.— Jauregui tranflated Lu- 
can, but not with that fuccefs as he 
did the Aminta of TafFo, I clofe the 
golden age with the immortal Miguel 
de Cervantes ;— like another Homer, 
many cities contended for his birth^ 
N 4 and 
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and his tranfcendant merit you arc 
^vell acquainted with. In his poem 
in titled A Voyage to Parnajfm^ he ha» 
delineated the chara6iers of the po- 
ets of his time. — he equally fhines 
as a dramatic writer, but every thing 
of hi^ is totally eclipfed by his incora- 
parable.iomance oWon QuixoUy which, 
alone crowns his temples with never 
fading laurels. 



Thus ended the gojden age of the 
Spanifli mufe, whofe period of glo- 
ry was ftiort, though the attempt to 
fecure its duration feemed to promife 
a more lading reign, if a clofe imi- 
tation of the antients, and the pre- 
cepts of thofe great mafters, Ariftotle 
and Horace, could have fecui'ed to 

them the prize ; or fome invifiblc; 

■* * • 

C^ufe 
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caufe; had not with hafty flrides 
brought on its decline : but before 
I fpeak of this laft period/ T tranf- 
mit you* an ode of Horace in Spa- 
nifh, Italian, and Eaglifli, from 
whence you may form a comparative 
judgment of the energy and power? of 
each language. I have fubjoined a 
few fpecimens of hexameters, fapphigs, 
adonics, and epigrams, which will 
give you fome idea of the harmony 
of SpanWh numbers ii? its moft im** , 
proved ft ate. 



ODE 
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ODE XXIIL 

M Fujcum Jrijiium, 

TKTEGER vitac feeler ifque pump 

"*^ Koa egct mauri Jaculis, neque area , 

Ncc veoenaiis gravida fagittis^ 

Fufce pharetra, 

Sive per fyrtei iter aeftuofas, ^ " 

Sivc faiSurus per inhorpitaleDi 
Caucafam, vel qu;£ loca fabuIo(ii| 
Lambit Hydafpes- 

Namque me fylva lupus, in Sabina, 
Dum meap canto Lalagen, et ultra 
Tcrminum ciiris vagpr expeditus, . 
Fugit inermdm. 

Quale portentum neque militaris 
Daunia in latis alit efculetis : 
Kcc Jubae teUus generat, leonum, 
Arida nutrix. 

Pone me pigris ubi nulla campis 
Arbor xftiva rccreatur aura ; 
Quod latus mundi nebulae, malufquc 
Jupiter urget. 

Pone fub curru nimium propinqui 
Soils, in ' terra domibu^ negata :' 
Duke ridentem Lalagen amabo, 
>ulce loquentem. In 
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0>ejame hy Dm Antonio de Solis^ author of tbe^ 
hijlory of 'the conqueft of Mexico. 

TWTO ha menefter defenderfe 
■*■ . Con dardos arrojadizo^ 
Quien Vive con ehtereza, 
Y camina fin delitp, . 

Sobrale t\ arco y la aljaba, 
Con el embrion malignp 
Dc venenas faetas 
Que anaden malicia al tiro. 

O caminc ppr las firjtas 
Abrafadas del eftip, 
Q ,bl CSaucafo inhabitable 
^ Penctre con pie fencillp, 

O bien pife los horrore^ 
De los formidables rifcos, 
Que undofo lame 9I Hydafpes 
Antes de befar el Indo. ' 

Que entre los mayores riefgo^ 
Camina bien defendido 
El que va con la innocencia^ 
Que es virtud fin enemiga. 

fj. B, The lajl Jlrophe of Horace Jeems to have hem 

omitted by the Spani/h poet. 

lo 
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In ITALIAN. 

Bj Dr. M(if», ofUihm, in bis tranlUtien of 
Horace, dedicated to Sir John t>ick, Bart, 
bis Majeftfs Conful at Leghorn, and knight 
cf St. Ame of RuJJia. 

I^HI e giufto, c puro 

^^ Di xlilctti ha |1 petto, 

Fufco non cerc9, 

Mauri dardi, o TarCD 

Ne la faretia 

Piena^di factte 

Avvelenate: 

O muova i paflU 

Per le firti ardenti 

O fia chc debba 

Valicare il montc 

Caucafo, o i luogi 

Dove favulofo 

Scone ridafpe. 

Poiche la mia * 

Lalagc cantando 

Mentre oainoltro 

Nel Sabino bofco, 

Screvra di cure 

, DifarmatOf 



In E N G t t IS H, 

By fFentwortb Dillon Biftiaf Rifcmmon^ 

XTIRTUE, dear frfencr? ticerfs tfo defence, 

^ The furefi guard h fttCto'csnCfc : 
None knew 'till guilt crtiaftcd'fe^ 
What darts or poifoned arfdV^' wef^. 

Integrity undaunted goer 
Through Lybian fandar or S^ythtam Ilibws^ 
Qr where Hydafpes* wealthy, fider . 
Pays tribute tp the, PttiSn 'fndfii: ' 

For as by am^roas thoughts betn^!d; * 
Carelefs in Sabin wood^L I firay/dy. 
A grifly foaming wolf, unfed,. ; ; . - . -; 
Met me unarmed, ye^ trembling, fie4L^; 

No bead of more portentous fize^ 
In the Hercinian foreft liies, 
None fiercer in Numidia bred; 
With Carthage were in triumph 'led. 



Set me in the remoteft place, ' 
That Nepmnq'9 frozen arms embrace,. 



Where 



lipp 
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Difarmato, e ibio. 
Me .Cage vfi lupOf< • 
Qual la guerriera 
Dauttia militarb 
MoAro non nutrd 
N^Uc vafic fclvc. 
Me. la Numidia 
Forma di.leon 
Arida padre 
Nei pigri campi^ 
Dove pianta eftiva 
Giamniai leggiero 
Zefiiro recrea 
Fommi, cui nebbiai 
Ed il procellofo 
Giove molefta : 
O fotto il carro 
Pommi del' vicino 
Sole, nei luooghi 
Vedovi di tetti, 
Dolce ridente' 
Lalage axpcro 
Dqlce pai^ante.] 
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Where aiigry Jove did never fpare 
One breathfof tind' and tcmp'ratc ain 

. . . y 
Set' me vvhere on fome pathlefs plain 
The fwarthy African* complain, 
To fee the chariot of the fun 
' Sq near fheir fcorching country run. 

* The burning zone, the frozen ides ' *- 

Shall hear foe iingof Celiacs • fmiles : 
All cold, but in her breaft I will defjnfe-; 
And dare all beat! but that in Celiacs eyei^^^^ 



SPECIMEN 
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SPECIMEN of HEXASlETERS^ 

By DonBJUvoH Manuel de Villegas. 

T ICIDAS Coridon, y Coridoa el amante de Fills, 
"^^ Paftpr el uno de cabras, el otro de blancas ovejas, 
Ambos ados iH$nio«9 aa^zoA tfob^^. arcade» iuabSi, 
Viendo que lb»^yOflF dal (H faiigabw al oi!be, 

Y que ttbratEdb fudga feroe la ca^ic^is Udra, 
ALpufo dri%1\ qile crla 1» fi^ente £D]16Ta^ 
Llevedos del fon alegre de fu blando fufurro. 
Las plantas veloces mueveoi los pafos animan, 

Y al tronco de un verde enebro fe fientan ainigoSi» 



SAPPHICS. 

By tbejame band. 

TnULCE vecino de la verde felva, 
-*^ Huefped eterno del abril florido. 
Vital aliento de la madre Venus, 

Zephiro blando. 

Si de mis anfias el amorfupifte ; 
Tu, que las quejas de mi voz Uevafte, 
Oye : no temas, y a mi ninfa dile, 

DilCt que muero. 



FUU 
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trills un tiempo mi dolor labia, 
Filis un tiempo mi dok>r Iloraba, 
^uifome uti tiempo ; mas agora temo^ 

Temo fus iras^ 

Afi los diofes coti amor paterno^ 
Afi los cielbs con amor benigno, 
Nieguen al tiempo, que feliz volates, 

Nieve a la tlcmt* 

jimas el pefo de la liubc parda, 
Qiiatido amanecc la elevada ctlmbre. 
Torque tus hombzos^ ni fu mal grani^O. 
, Hiera tus alat^ 



A D O N I C S. 



By Gtronimo BermuddM 

ir\\ Corazones 

Mas quei de tigres f 
O ! manos crudas 
Mas que de fieras, 
Como pudiRes 
Tan innocentCt^ 
Tan aporadji 

O 



%^%f% 




Sangre verier ! 
Ay ! que fu gritOi 
O Lufitania, 
Patria mia, 
Ay que fu grito 
Dcfde la tierra 
Rompe los cielos, 
Rompe las nnbes, 
Rompe los ayres, 
Trae las llamas 
Del zelo vivo, 
Trae los rayos 
Del vivo fuego 
Que purifica 
Toda la tierra 
Gontaminada 
De la crueza 
Que cometifte ! 
Trae la vara, 
Trae el azote, 
Trae la pefle, 
Trae la furia 
Que te cafiiga 
Sin piedad. 
Etc 



ANACRE- 
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ANACREOfjTlC ODE, 

By Don Erevan Manuel de Villegas. 

'\70 vi fobre un tomillo 
Qucxarfe un paxarillo 
Viendo fu nido amado, 
De quien era caudillo, 
De ucL labrador robadd. 
Vile tan congojado ^ 
Por tal atreviniieiito 
Dar mil qiiexas al viento; 
Para qiie al cielo fanto * 
Lleve fa tierno Uanto, 
lleve fu trifte acentd. 
Ya con trifte harmonia, 
£s forzando el intento, 
Mil quexus repetia : 
Ya canfadb callaba : 
• Y al nuevo fentimiento ' 
Ya fonoro vol via, 
Ya circuls^r volaba: 
Ya raftrero corrk: 
Ya, pues, de rama en ra;ma 

0« • Al 
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Al mtlico fcguia ; 

Y faltaBda en la grama, 
Parecc qtic dccia % 
Bamc, ruftico fiero, 

Mi dulce compania ; 

Y que le refpondia 
£1 rufticQ: no quiero. 



PINDARIC ODE^ 

By Father Ltwis de Leon. 

TD L agua es bien preciofo, 

■^^ Y entre el rico teforo, 

Como el ardiente fuego en noche efcum' 

Anfi rdumbra el oro. 

Mas, alma fi es fabrofo 

Cantar de las contjiendas h Ventura, 

And comb en la ajtura 

No hay rayo mas lucicnte. 

Que el fol, que rc^r , del dia > 

For todo el yenno ciela fe demuefWi 

Anfi es mas excelente 

La olimpLca porfia ^ 

De todas las que canta la voz nuedra ^ 

Materia abundantc, 

Donde todo ele^aute 
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tngenio alza la voz, ora cantando 
De Rea^ y de Saturno el engendradot 
Y Juntamente cntrando 
Al techo de Hieron altt) preclado. 
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By Garcilqfo de la Vegay dedicated to Violante 
Sanjeverino^ daughter to the Duke de Soma^ in 
Naples. 

Q t de mi baja lira 

^^ Tahto pudiefc clfon, que wn momento 
Aplicafe la ira 
Del animofo vento, 

Y la furia del mar, y cl movimicnto ; 

Y en afperas montanas. 

Con el fuave canto enterneciefc 
Las fieras animales, 
1.0s artjoles nioviefe, 

Y al fon confufamente los truxcfe: 
No piei^fes que cantando 

Seria de mi, hermofa flor ^t gtudo, 

£1 fiero Mane ayradoi 

A muerte convertido, 

De polvOf y fangre, y de fudox tenido: 

O 3 Ni 
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Ni aquellos capitanes. 

En la fublime rueda colocados, 

Porquien los alemaees 

El fiero cuello atados, 

Y los francefes van domedicados. 

EPIGRAM. 

By Baltazar del Alcazar. 

TiyTAGDALENA me pico 
■^ Con un alfiler un dedo; 

Dije la : picado quedo, 
Pero ya lo eftaba yo. • 

Riofe;, y con fu cordura 
Acudio al remedio prefto : 
Chup6me el dedo, y con efto 
Sane de la picadura. 

EPIGRAM. 

By Lope de Vega on Charles Prince of JVales^ 
when he went to Madrid to court the In- 
fanta of S'pain. 

r^ARLQS Stuardo foy 
^^ Que fiendo Amor^ mi guia 
Al cielo de Efpana voy 
Por ver mi eftrclla Maria I 

/ LETTER 
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LETTER Xir. 

Fourth period and decline of Spanijh Poetry in 
the feventeentb century. 



St. ILDEFONSO, 26th July, 1778] 

LIKE another Don Quixote, I 
fallied forth from Madrid, on 
one of the hotteft days in July, and 
having traverfed a bleak country and 
Climbed fleep and almoft perpendi- 
cular mountains, I at laft reached, 
with a good deal of labour, the 
royal feat of St. Ildefonfo, in a wild 
and barren Ctuation, where, for the 
fake of the cool air that conftantiy 
reigns here, Philip the 5th thought 
fit to difplay his magnificence, by 
converting otie of the moft barren 
O 4 fpots 
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rpots in nature into a royal villa, 
where the lavifli expence of Ver- 
failles was to be renewed, and the 
French tafte of gardening exhibited, 
with the formal lines of ftilT defign 
and antiquated fymetry. Nature, it 
is true» aflifted them with the mofl 
dear and limpid water» which they 
I ' have made ufe of to advantage ; Ihade 

I being here an obje^l of principal 

I luxury, the gardens have the ap- 

I pea ranee of a perfe6i paradife, on 

I leaving the fultry air of Madrid. 

But notwithftanding this contraft^ 
it is here fo piercing at night, and 
I its tranfitions fo fudden as to be of- 

ten ,produ<5tive of dangerous effeds 
on the conftitution ; for while you 
pafs the day agreeably, dreffed in 
Clk, a RufEari fur is acceptable at 

night. 

Though 
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ThougH every effort is made ia 
thefe gardens, in the midft of fnowy 
mountains, to fupport vegetatioij, 
and (otce a fmile on nature, yet 
every thing looks languid ; and in- 
Head of the blooming afped of fum- 
mer, it rather puts me in mind of the 
fubje6^ I propofed continuing in my 
laft letter, when having traced the 
Spanilh raufe in the bright days oJF 
fplendoiJr, I come now to defcant 
upon her withered bays, like the 
puny produds of St, Ildefonfo, that 
have the colour and refeniblance of 
youth, but nothing of its juvenile 
vigour and flrenglh, — Thus it hap- 
pened to the Spanifli mufe in the 
feventeenth century, to which the 
falfe tafte that had already crept in 
araongft the Italians contributed not 

9> little. 
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a little^ and ferved to hallen their 
decline ; even the Tufcan mufe, 
after foaring to the highell pinnacle 
of glory, infenGbly began to lofe her 
priftine comelinefs under tlie tuition 
of Marini and his pupils, who by a 
ilrain of falfc limilies and extravagant 
conceits, ftripped the mufes of their 
natural graces. The Spaniards foon 
catched the contagion in the feeble 
condition they were in, and Lorenzo 
Gracian, fome of whofe works have 
been tranflated into Englifh, further 
eftablifhed this falfe tafte, which he 
attempted to methodize in a formal 
effay, entitled de Agudeza y arte de 
Ingenio ; by which means the pleafing 
elegance of nature was disfigured by 
a combination of pedants, who lofing 
fight of every beautiful idea, con- 



temning 
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lemning at the fame time the rules 
of art, made way for their infipid va,- 
garies,— Thefe unmerciful defpoilers 
may be claffed under three heads in 
Spain ; the firft violated all the laws 
of the drama, and introduced innu- 
merable defers on the ftage, which 
have never been eradicated : of thefe, 
Gh^riftoval de Virues, Lope de Vega, 
and Montalban, were the principal 
leaders, and were followed by Calde- 
ron, Salazar, tandamo, Zamora, and 
others, who to the raoft glaring im- 
proprieties, fuperadded a ridiculous 
bombaft and affedatiou of language, 
which becaine fuperlatively intolera- 
ble and sbfurd- — The fecond clafs 
confifted of thofe who iii imitation of 
the Italians and their unnatural Con- 
fctti^ introduced fuch an extravagant 

profufion 



^ 




^ 
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profulion of falfe fentiment, equivo- 
, cal ex pre Ri on, and fwollen periods^ 
as recalled to mind thofe ancient 
times, when fuch men had been fo 
feverely handled by Horace ; and 
not content with doing fo much in- 
jury to the drama, they further ex- 
tended it to lyric compofitions.— The 
third clafs was diftinguiflied by the 
pedantic appellation of Cnllos^ '* or 
refined," which comprehended a fet 
of puritans, who out of falfe zeal for 
the chaftity of the mufes, endea- 
voured to introduce a greater purity 
of didion, but by their stwkward 
and ignorant prefumptioti, fubfti- 
tuted obfcure and unknown expref- 
iions to a new and turgid 4iale6l. At 
the head of thefe was the poet Luis 
de Gongor^, the count de Villame- 

diana, 
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diana, with others of Icfs note, who 
contributed to diffufe an univerfal 
bad tafte, and difcredit the mufes« 
Tapping the very foundations of thcif 
temple, and pointing their fliaftf 
againft the few remnants of beautf 
and eloquence in every branch of li- 
f:erature : to fuch a low Aate was 
true genius reduced by thefe vandals; 
that the grcateft applaufes were given 
Jlo vile pun&ers and minflrels, and 
every retailer of felfe wit, under the 
denomination of Difcredones^ who in 
a farmer age woald have been hified 
o£F the fiage with the mo& fovereiga 
contempt. 



^ 



While an univerfal langour thus 
pervaded every mind, the royal ftan 
.{jartopk of a ^n^ijiar decUae of na- 
ture. 
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tute. The progeny of the great em* 
peror Charles now drew near to its 
laft gafp ! whatever may have been 
the caiife, the mjifes gradually 
drooped with the empire of thefe 
monarchs, and in . conjundion with 
the difmembered dominions of the 
Philips, expired under the feeble 
Charles the fecond, who leaving no 
iflue; a prince of the houfe of Bour- 
bon afcended the throne of Spain.-— 
The national drefs of the Spaniard^ 
as well as his charader, were altered; 
his fable garment was changed fox 
the gay and effeminate modes of 
Verfailles; Spanifh gravity was put 
out of countenance, and he was de- 
prived of his darling whifkers, as the 
favage Ruffians much about the famp 

time 
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timq had been defpoiled of their 
beards (a).—Perhaps you arc unac- 
quainted with the importance of 
whiCkers at that time in Spain and 
Portugal : It is told of Don Joam de 

{a) 'VVhea the emperor Charleses german foolers 
quarrelled with their Spanifli comrades, they 
ufed to fwear in german By Got^ laying hold 6f 
their wfaiflcers ; from whence the Spaniards miftak- 
ing the meaning of the word, have called whiikers 
ever fince by the name of Bigotes^ though the origi- 
nal word is Mojlacho^ from the Greek word fivf^ 
4he upper //p.— Whiikers and beards were points of 
great confequence in Spain in thofe days and any 
infult offered to them was not to be borne with, even 
after death by the Cid^ as the grave Cobarruvia^ tells 
us, It was /aid, that a Jew having pulled him by the 
beard on his tomb, out of contempt, God permitted 
that the figure of this champion fhould extend its 
marble hand to its fword, and draw it one third out 
of the fcabbard ; on, which the affrighted Jew fcream- 
ed out, which brought people together, who related 
theflory, and £ome /aid it caufed the Jew to be- 
come a Chiiftian > 

Caftrb/ 



) 
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Caftro, a Portugueze viceroy in Inf 
tlia, that being in great want of mo^ 
ncy, and deOrous to borrow a large 
fum in that country, he pawned on^ 
of his whi(ker5, as the mod facred 
pledgt he could think of; which 
he afterwards honourably redeemed : 
in which he aded with more pun6li- 
lio than that famous Spanifli hero 
the Cid^ who obtaining a fum of 
money of a jew on his plate, inftead 
of fending it to his houfe, ordered 
only a cheft of fand ; — though he af- 
terwards made reftrtution in his will. 

Adieu.— My next will be from tlifif 
Efcurial, where I am going to fpend 
a few days, and then prepare mattefi 
Jor my departure for England* 

LETTEU 




^ 
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LETTER XIll. 

Remarks made tn the Uhraty tif the EfcurUt, ofi 

' Spamfl} coihrnentdtorSy poitkal tranflations ef 

greek and latin daffies ^ And itaSan authors. '■ 

' BSCtJRIAL, AijausT id, lyyS. , 

I HAVE takfeh this opportunity to 
Come to the Efcurial in oi-def 
to view this grand tdific^ more at 
leifure, whett the court is not here,- " 
aiid to indulge a few hours ftudy and 
tefearch in this veiy cUrious li- 
brary, ot which you hav8 alfeady 
heard fomUcb, as Well as of the famous 
building of the EfCUtM, ^ the great 
work of the glOomy Philip the fecond. 
Which COft hiin fix millions of ducats^ 
His long reigii furftifhed ^tm more- 

P over 
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over the pleafure of feeing it perfe fl- 
ed, With the additional fatisfaflion of 
the whole having been compleated 
under the direflion of two Spanifli 
architedls, John Baptillde Toledo, and 
his pupil Juan deHerrera; a ftru6iure 
of which you have of late feen fomany 
accurate accounts, that it leaves me 
little to add on the fubjed, more 
than to inform you, that, as to the ex- 
aggeration of this building having 
eleven thoufand windows, fourteen 
thoufand doors, and eight hundred 
pillars, it is denied by their own 
writers, as well as what has been 
faid of the tabernacle on the 
great altar being of porphyry, with 
eighteen pillars of agate, and being 
fourteen years making ; alfo that the 
ceiling of the choir was painted by 
I Titian : 



\ 
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Titian : that the glafs windows were 
fixed in frames of filver gilt, and that 
the library contained an hundred 
thoufand volumes ; all which are fa- 
bulous inventions, introduced by 
novel writers and book-majkers, to 
amufe the credulous public in fo- 
reign countries. 

The library may contain about 
thirty thoufand volumes, and may 
undoubtedly be efteemed as a very 
curious and valuable collection : 
I fpent a confiderable time there 
with great delight. It would be an 
herculean labour to attempt giving 
a feries of the numerous collecSlions 
of Spanifh poets, commentators and 
tranfla(,ors, from the Greek, Latin and 
Italian poets, I mean to confine ray- 
P 8 felf 
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felf only to poetical books. The 
mod antient coUei^ion of poems 
is (hat made by Baena in the reign 
of John the 2d» mentioned before; 
wl;fich isin mapufcript in this library* 
and <:on[aiiue4 by Heraando del Gaf* 
tilV>^- Lorenzo de Ayala publiflied 
at Valencia, in 1588^ another col- 
lection, entitled Jar din de amadores^ 
*' Thie garden of k)v«rs;" to which 
m^y be added the Romancer generd 
of.Mjgiicl de Madrigal, in 1604, 
that of Flores ia Madrid in 1^14, 
and; the fitft part of the Tejom de Di- 
vina po^m from various writers, Pe-' 
dro de Efpinofa ooxnpiled (he firfli part 
of th^ ^orgs de poetas Uteres de Efpana^ 
printed at Valladolid in 1605, where* 
in the compiler alfo makes a confpi- 
cuQus figure. 

: ^ It 
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It was the misfortune' of let- 
ters, at that time in Spain, to be 
loaded with commentators, who 
equally preffed good and bad authors 
into the fervice, and burthened them 
with the weight of their dultncfs; thofe 
who had not the temerity to attempt 
the Gr^ek and Latin clafErcs, Weaufe 
they did not underftand them, fell 
without mercy on the warks'bf their 
> countrymen, and fome would corti- 
toent upon their own works, wfefch gave 
birth to the mod monftrousr produc- 
tions. Even the learned Marqn^ de 
Santillana commented upon his owtt 
Proverbios ; the poets Juan de Mena 
and Garcilafo de la Vega had nume- 
fous commentators; and the ob- 
Icurc Gongora' liad three ftich wri-' 
ters, who were fo tiiifuccefsfai' that 
* - P3 they 
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they require another compj^ntato^. for 
thenjfelves. 

The tranflations of poets iii the 
Spanifli language are numerous, 
taken from Greek and l-atin au- 
thors, as well as from the Prpv^nza^ 
Italian, Portugueze, and latterly from 

, the French. Gonzalo Perez tranfla- 
ted the odyffey of Homer, and Chrif- 
toyal de Mefa the iliad, \yhich laft is 
flill in manufcript. The medea of Eu- 
ripides was tranflated by Pedro Simon 

. Abril in Barcelona, in 1599. Bojcan 
tranflated from the Greek poet Mu- 
feus, as Lewis de Leon did from Pin- 
dar, and Villegas fron^ Theocritus. 
Of Virgil there are feveral tranflati- 
Qns befides that of the Marquifs of 
yillena, Juan de; la Encina tranfl[aT 
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ted the eclogues in 1516, it Saragoffa^ 
Juan de Guzman, a fcholar of the 
famous San6lius Brocenfis, that is, 
Sanchez of Brozas in Eftremadura, 
trariflated the Georgics in blank veffe 
at Salamanca in 1386. Chriftoval 
de Mefa tranflated the aeneis in oc- 
tave rhymes in 1615, but that by 
Luis de Leon, publilhed by Quevedo 
at Madrid in 1631, is far fuperior, 
and may be confidered as an excel- 
lent perfonnance. 

The art of poetry of Horace has 
been excellently tranflated by Efpinel 
as well as by Luis de Zapata, printed 
in Spanifli verfe at Lifbon in 159?, 

Ovid*s metamorphofes have beeix 

tranflated into Spanifli by feve- 

P 4 rai 
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ral hands, particularly by Philip Mey 
at Tarragona in 1586, with great fuc^ 
^{s, which fhews the taft^ af Ooa 
Antofiio Aguftin archhifliop qf Tar- 
ragona, who kept Mey in his pailacQ 
as a printer, whom he employed i« 
his own valuable and learned works. 
This great prelate notwithftandihg hi3 
ferious occupations had a favourable 
opinion of the mtifes: He began a 
poem in praife of the fi5Juntaiii of • 
Alcover^ which he had obferved in a \ 
vifitation of his diocefe, and direded 

Mey to^ finife it- « r-The epiftles of 

Ovid were tranflated in blank verfe 
by Doa Francifco de Aldana a cap^ 
taia in the army under Philip 11. bui 
when the author s brother QofraQ 
printed his other p06ln&:at Madrid 
i^ ^59 If thi* Worlt wasifci ftaJce that 

be 



/ 
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he was obliged to omit it. Many oilier 
tranflations from ihe greek and latin 
claffics are to be founct, and I have 
this III cm eat received a tiew book on 
that fubjed homMadrid, byDonJuan 
Antonio PelUcer of ihe king^s library, 
who has juft publiflied an introdu61o- 
%y eflay to a fixture work, which is to 
comprehend all the learned Spa^ 
jiiards who have tranflated the fa- 
thers, philofophers* greek and latin 
hiftorians and poets (a)f 

The Italian poets were introduced 
at an early period into Spain. It is 

(a) Enfayo de una bibliotheca de TraduSores Efpa- 
noles donde fe da noticia de las traduciones que hay 
^a Caftiliano de h Sagrada Efcrituta, Santos Padres, 
filpfopbos, hifloruidei^s medicos, oradores, pOftfi$, 
a& griegos como latinos ; y de otros autores que ban 
florecido antes de la invencion de la imprenta por 
JDoa Juan Antoqio Pellicer y Saforcada, 8cc. Ma- 
drid, 1778. 

fomewhat 
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fomewhat remarkable that all their 
great geniuITes owed their improve- 
ment 10 the Italian fchooL It was 
there that Mendoza, Bofcan, Garcila- 
fo de la Vega, Qiaevedo, Ercilla, and 
many others formed their tafte, and 
when the Spaniards loft their domi- 
nions in Italy at the death of Charles 
IL it feems to have been the princi- 
pal caufe of the decline of literature 
amongfl them, 

ThelearnedMarquifs of Villenahad 
I 

at a very early period given a tranf- 

lation of Dante at the deGre of the 
Marquifs of Santillana, and the fame 
poet was afterwards tranflated in 
. I verfe with notes by Don Pedro Fer- 

nandes de Villegas arcdeacon of Bur- 
gos^ 
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gos, ^nd printed in that city in 15131 
at the end of which the 10th fatire 
of Juvenal is added by the author'^ 
brother Geronimo de Villegas prior 
pf Cuevas Rubias. — The Triomfi oi 
Petrarch was tqrned into Spanifh 
Verfe .and publiflied at Medina del 
campo in 1554. The Orlando furiofq 
of Aripfto was trs^nflated at Toledo 
in 1510 and again by Don Geronimo 
de Urrea, printed at Lyons in 1556. 
The Tears of St. Peter tjy TanfiUo, an 
Italian poet: of the twelfth century, 
has been twice given in Spanifh, 
firft by Lewis Galyet de Montalvo, at 
Toledo^ in 1587, and then by Don 
Juan de Sedeno. Tanfillo having 
written a licentious poem in his 
youth, it was fuppreffed at Rome, and 
inferted in tlie Index pf prohibited 

|;)ooks, 
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books, which afFe6led him fo much, 
that it occafioned this elegant poem 
of the Tears of St. Peter ^ which the fa- 
mous Malherbe has alfo tranflated 
into French. Tanfillo has been 
fometimes compared to Petrarch, 
The Gierufalemme Liherala of Taflb 
has been tranflated into Spanifli by 
Juan de Sedeno at Madrid, in 1587. 
^— There are two tranflations of the 
Paflor Fido of Guarini, the firft by 
Suarez de Figueroa, of Valencia, in 
1609^ the fecond by the fair hand 
of a Lady, Dona Ifabela die Correa, 
and printed at Antwerp in 16^44 
But to return to Taflb, Faria- a PV)ftu- 
gueze writer prtDves in his life of Ga^^, 
moens, that the poem of the Lufiaxi 
is prior to Taflb, as the Lufiad was 
publiflied. m 1572, and the firft 

edition 
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edition of the Gierufdlemme Lilkratd 
appeared itnperfed in 1581, and corn^ 
pleat at Venice in 1582, which is 
liine yeawlater than the Lufiad ; from 
whence.it is. evident the Portugueze 
had Si coi:re6l epic poem before the 
ItaliabSi^ Faria even, goes further^ 
and endeavours to Ihew that TajDTo 
has botr6wed fome of his mod beau- 
tiful paffages from the Lufitanian 
bard : it i$ moreover Angular, that 
\yhile Voltaire endeavours to depre- 
ciate the Lufiad with the feeming 
jealoufy of a rival, he extols fome 
paffages of the Araucana, 2l Spaniflr 
poem by Don Alonfo de Ercilla, 
wherein tjhe French pact compared 
the fpeech of thq Indian chief Colch.- 
eblo to his people, with thatof Neftor 
to Achilles and Agamemoon in the 

fira 
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firft book of the Iliad, and gives the 
fupcriority to the Spaniard over 
Homer. You will of couffe be cu- 
rious to hear fomething further o£ 
fuch a dillinguiihed written Don 
Alonfo de Ercilla, a gentleman of 
Bifcay^ was a knight of the order ol 
St. James, and gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to the emperor Rodolph the 
ad. He was brought up at court from 
his youth, having been page to the 
emperor Charles- apd Philip his fon, 
whom he attended in all/his expe- 
ditions to Italy, Flanders, (Germa- 
ny, and England. Being in Lon- 
don, wheji he heard that a rebellion 
had broken out in the town of Arauco 
in South America^ he immediate- 
ly quitted England and embark- 
ed for America^ as a volunteer in 

the 
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the caufe 6f his country, where he 
diftinguifhed himfelf with extraordi- 
nary valour agai^ft the Indians, 
writing by night the adions he had 
been witnefs of by day, and for 
want of other conveniencies, cpmpo- 
ling his poem on fcraps of paper, 
or pieces of leather, taking up alter- 
nately the fword or the pen ; ----af- 
ter many a6ls of heroifm, he had the 
good fortune to return to the court 
of his mafler, and produce a beauti- 
ful poem which was perfeded at the 
age of twenty-nine ; the firft part of 
which was printed ii;i 1577, fo that 
he holds a difiinguifhed rank a- 
mongft the poets of the golden age, 
though I had not mentioned him 
before ; as does alfo Don Francifco de 
Borja prince of Equilachc, knight of 

the 
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the goldrfn fleece, and viceroy of Peru 
till the death of Philip the 3d, in 
1 62 1, on receiving news of which, 
he embarked fot Spain, and retired 
to Valencia, his native country, thd* 
he went again to the court of Nfadrid, 
where he died in his 8oth year. In 
his leifure hours, he principally devo-^ 
ted himfelf to the mufes, and chiefly 
excelled in lyric compofitions, in- 
fomuch that he has been claffed 
amongft the nine mufes of Spain/ 
which, with bimfelfconGfted of Gar-^ 
cilafo de la Vega, VillegasVQuevedo^ 
the count de Rebolledo^ the two Ar- 
genfolas, Lewis de Leon, and Lope 
de Vega, 



1 fay nothing to you of the fine 
coUe^lion of Arabic manufcripts, in 

the 
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thd library of the Efciirial, many of 
Which ate curioufly paiiitfcd and em- 
blazoned : Wcire I to fpeak to you 
of i filler art, or Ldd t thi; muficalL 
talents of a Biitney, I might give 
you tL further defcription of a curi- 
ous book in this collection, being a 
trdatife upon mUfic, with defigns of 
upwards of thirty different i^ufical 
iiiflrumehts, \^hich would give infi- 
nite pleafure to the lovers df that 
fine art, if thete were! any nieans of 
obtaining a copy of them, ill order 
to acquire a more perfed knowledge 
of the flate of mufic iii this country 
under the dominion of the Arabs* 
The authors name is Abbi Jfajpir Ben 
Mahommed Ai^karaibi^ with the follow* 
iug title, as tranflated by Cafiri, the 
Q, king's 
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kings librarian, in his account ot 

thefe manufcripts : 

N^ CM VI. 

jiibi Najjar Ben Mabomnud Alpharaihiy 

MUSICES ElEMENTAi 

AdjeSis notis muficis it itiftrumentorum fguris 

flus trigintay 6f ^. 

After a long converfation in this 
library with an ingenious friend, 
who is a paflionate admirer of Cer-^ 
vantes, we were going away highly 
pleafed, when the librarian who at^ 
tended us with much courtefy and 
good manners, recalled our attention 
to a fmall cheft of antient coins^ 
which he acknowledged to have no 
extraordinary merit ; but they had a 
very Angular one in my eyes, as I 
dilcovered them to have belonged to 
the great archbifhop of Tarragona, 

Don 
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t)on Antonio Aguflin, (whofe. curious 
library is alfo here) and to have been 
the original coins which ferved him 
to draw up thofe learned dialogues on 
medals, fo univerfally admired in all 
countries, and which have been tranf* 
lated into italian, and latin, — I was 
pleafed to fee therp, a coin of thje ifland 
of Rhodes, with the head of the famous 
Coloflus^ and the name of the city 
ilamped on it, Poaion, which the 
archbiihop tells us, in dialogue the 
fecond* ^they fliewed him at.Rome in 
the church of Santa Croce di Giemfiir 
^mme, ss[pne of the thirty pieces of 
money, with ^which Judas betr^^yed 
our .Saviour ; but this had little effecS 
on the learned prelate, who fiates thp 
improbability thereof, and that Juda? 
was more likely to have been paid 
0^9 ♦ with 
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with Skies, or other coin of the coun- 
try, as he was rewarded out of the 
money belonging to the public trea- 
fury. The obfervation that follows 
I (hall give you in the archbifliop's 
own words : ** B. Why then do they 
hold this coin as a relii: in Rome? 
A. For the fame reafon they have 
at the convent of Poblet (in Catalo-' 
Tiia) for fliewing a large dice four 
timed as large as the common ones, 
and of a jafper c<^our, which they 
fay is onctrfthofe, with which the fol- 
diers played for the garments of our 
Lord ; all thefe kind of things are. 
very ijttcertain, and do iiot dcfervtf 
fo' good a name as relics, finqe they 
iv^rfe ttfcd' as inftruments of fin/*--But 
1 aibigain Killing into digrelSons ; 

' indulge 



• \ 
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indulge me with one reflexion more 
before I <juit this defultoiy fetter ; 
and that is, that after reviewing fuch 
a variety of commentators which the 
Spaniih language affords, I lament 
that the great Cervantes is no longer 
underflood by his countrymen, and 
that this claflic writer, fo well ac- 
quainted with the inmoft recefles of 
the human heart, and who abounds 
with the mofl beautiful allegories, yet 
remains without a fingle commenta- 
tor! — ^^Let me exhort you then to 
continue your attention to this great 
author, in whom nature herfelf fpeaks 
her own language, and I hope when 
I have the pleafure of feeing you 
again, I m^ly without being a mini- 
Aer of flate, or yourfelf a fuitor for 
0^3 court 
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court favour, make you the fame 
compliment which the earl of Oxford 
did to Rowe the poet, and give you 
joy that you can read Don Quixote 
in the origin^L 



LETTER. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Revolutions andprogrefs oftbe^panijb Drama. 
MADRID^ AuovsT 6th, 1778. . 

IN the prefent critical moment, it 
is impoffible for an Englifhinan 
to be lukewarm, who has a true love 
for his country. — Though our ene- 
mies were ever fo numerous, we fure^ 
ly are equal to dangers, let them be 
ever fo great. — A thoufand duties call 
me home, I long to be with you, and 
to take a more a6live part in this 
noble ftruggle ; you have my beft 
wifhes, that fuch vigorous exertions 
maybe crowned with fuccefs ; I cannot 
fubmit to the idea of yielding even 
the length of a waVe on our natural 
(^4 element: 
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dement : Oh faireft illand ! may thy 
tdominipn ever be acknowledged « 
and thy fpirit of freedom, commer^ 
and happinftfSf be revered and ad« 
mired till time fhall be no pibre 1 
——In this penfive Arain I faunter 
^Qugh the ilreets pf Mi^drid, (:ake 
my evening's walk in the Pra4Q^ ai^d 
then return home, ^nd prepare mat- 
ters for my departure from hence : 
but I have |iitherto faid nothing (o 
you of the theatre, ^nd you wi^l of 
courfe exped fckmething on that fub- 
jed. If you will give me leave, I 
will take up the fubjed from ^ very- 
^rly date, i^nce I have feen fhe late- 
ly remains of an ancient Roman the- 
atre ^t Morviedro, iiear Valei^cia,. 
which ihews that thefe entertain mentsg 
were known in Spain under the Ro- 
mans, 
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mans, though we c^oot afcertain at 
what period. If jom bflteve the. re« 
port of Fhiloftratus^ m his life of 
ApoUonius Tyansus, the iahabitants 
of Bcstica had never {ten an^ thea* 
^rical eatertainmeats, and when a 
few indigent ftrollers firft appeared 
amoogft them, they gaied with the 
utmofl aftoniflinient at their awliward 
geftures ; the citizens of Jpida in par<* 
ticular were £9 aftoniflied at a trage> 
dy performed by theff a^ors, that 
the ai|dienpfi flood agh^ift, and con- 
0de):ed them a.s Co many fiends, 
jGromwhom they fled with the utmofl 
precipitai|cy ; all which Is fuppofed 
to have happened under the reign of 
Nero. Be this as it may, mofl pro- 
bably they totally ceafed under the 
fayaging hand of the jgoth : at laft 

Che 
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the Trobadours revived the Roman 
Jpirit, which extended itfelf to the 
kingdom of Aragon, with the dramatic 
mufe in the days of the marquis of 
Villena, and at its union to Caftile, 
began to dawn in this latter kingdom. 

The Cancionero of the poet Juan 
de la Encina, contains many drama-' 
tic pieces of his, aded during Chrift- 
mas, Shrovetide, and Eafter, in the 
houfe of the Duke of Alva. Thefe 
entertainments not only conGfted of 
padoral dialogues, and fubjeds of 
love, but were moreover adapted to 
the facred page, and reprefented the 
paflGon of our faviour and other 
parts of fcripture, but fuch pieces 
could give but a feeble idea of the 
powers of the drama; as to their 

other 
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other performances, the adors were 
mbftly diffolute men/ incapable, from 
the depravity of their manners to feel 
the delicate fcntiments of the Greek 
or Roman mufe, or thofe noble paf- 
fions which inflame a generous mind ; 
much lefs to reprefent their efFe6ls : 
fo that the compofitions of the times 
were fuitable to the turn of the ac- 
tors, and reilrided to fceties of low 
life, iimilar to thofe manners which 
conflituted their principal characters. 
Thefe gave origin to that noted one 
of the Celefiina^ in the tragi-comedy 
oiCalixto and Melibea, tranilated long 
fince into Englifh, under the title of 
The Spanijh roguCy a piece totally un- 
worthy of the flage, in which vice is 
depided in fuch lively colours and 
immorality fo openly exhibited, as 

to 



336 ORIGIN OF 

to excite OUT utmoft indignation. 
Its author is unknown, though from 
its claHic language fome have attri- 
buted it to Juan de Mena, others to 
Eoderic de Cota. The original piece 
had only one a6l, and was afterwards 
compleated by Fernando de Rocas. 
It was firft written in profe, then 
turned into verfe by Juan de Sedeno 
at Salamanca, in 1540. It has been 
twice tranflated into French, firA by 
an anonymous hand at Lyons in 1539^ 
and reprinted at Paris in 1542, where 
it was again tranflated by TTiomas 
Laverdin in 1598. The fame diffo- 
lute temper infe<5led the Portuguezc 
drama ; the comedies of George 
Ferreira Vafconcellos, after they were 
printed at Evora in 1566^ were im- 
mediately fuppreffed 5 in other re- 

fpe^s 
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fpeds he united the comic powers of 
Plautus and Terence ; they were tranf- 
lated into Spanifli at Madrid in 1631, 
by Don Fernando Balleflros y Saave- 
dro, and have been again reprinted 
here in 1755, by Don Bias NaQarte* 
under the feigned name of Don Do* 
mingo; Femino Qtiexillofo. — ^While 
the Spantfli drama laboured under 
all thefe difadvaniages, a new Ro^ 
fdtks arofe in the perfon of Lope 
de Rueda of Seville, whofe pieces do 
honour to his memory, as wdl as his 
theatrical abilities as a performer ; 
he was a gold->beater by trade, and 
it is praife fufficient for him that Cer- 
vantett who was his contemporary, 
has fpoken highly in his favour, ad- 
ding tbat/noue had equalled him as 
an ador, or in the natural turn of 

his 
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his dialogue and juflncfs of chara6lef / 
His prologues and interludes are di-* 
flinguiflied by the name of pajfos, 
which (hews the antiquity of thofe 
coropofitions known at prefent by 
the names of Loas, Entretnefes and 
Saenetes.^-^,A\on[o de la Vega fucceed- 
cd Kued» as a writer and a perfor- 
mer^ biit is much inferiot to him as 
a writer. His Tholomea confifts of 
eight fcenes, but his Duquefa deja 
Rofa is tiot divided into foencs or a<^s, 
arid forms one continued feriesv . 

The ftage ini thofe days raade:a very 
mean and inconfiderabje figurie ; 
Cervantes informs us, thdt- in. the 
time of Lope de Jlueda jalL the. eppa-l 
ratus of a theatre might berwrapped 
up in. a bagt being nothing more 

than 
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than four gilt leather fkins, as many 
falfe beards and heads of hair, with 
three or four ftaves. Comedies were 
then nothing more than paftoral dia^ 
logues between (hepherds and (hep* 
herdeffes, with interludes, in which 
the ribaldry of a negro, the boafis of 
a coward, and the blunders of a Bifr 
cayner, like the bulls of our Teag^e^ 
form the principal part, and we owe to 
them our. ^0^6^//, a name.neverthelef« 
of great renown in Spain, as Falftaff 
certainly was in England, till it fell 
under the difpleafure of Shakefpcare. 
Lope de Rueda was adn)irable in all 
thefe chara^lersi, and. doubtlefs would 
have made an excellent Abel Drugger^ 
though inferior in other refpeds to the 
great Rofcius with us. In thofe days 
there were no changes of fcenes, no 

battles 
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battles with hoife and fodt betweetf 
tfaridians and moon, dO paflages for 
the a<^6rs in the centre of the fiage. 
the whole Of which confided of a few 
boards laid over benches, no ma-< 
chinery of any kind, an did curtain 
drawn acrofs, divided the part where 
the adors wete to drefs, and when* 
the muficians fung without the alfift- 
ahce of inftruments.-^Lope de Rueda 
died at GoMov^, and in confidera'^ 
tion of his great merit was ilifterred in 
the cathedral between the two choirs 
oeat the fatnous jefter Ltiis Lopei. 
As an a£lor he had a fucceflbr in Na^ 
harro of Toledo, who imitated Ruedd 
in the low tomic. The bag Was re^ 
placed by trunks to hold the additi^ 
onal furniture, he plaeed the mufici- 
9ns before the ftage, abolifibed the 

general 
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general ufe of falfe beards, referving 
them for their true charaders*, he 
iQtroduced battles, clouds, thunder, 
lightning, ftorms^ and ihipwreck. As 
a writer, Rueda was followed by 
Cbriflovalde Caftillejo, and were it 
not for want of decency, his pieces 
Wotdd be excellent, particularly the 
Cmjlanza^ which is in manufcript in 
the Efcuf ial. After this a more po- 
lite genius, Juan de la Cueva, of 
Seville, improved the Spanifh ftage, 
and greatly refined the language of 
the drama, by his foft and melodious 
numbers. His theatrical pieces were 
a«aed at Seville in 1579, and printed 

there in 1588. 1 come now to 

fpeak of the great author of Don 

Qiiixote as a play-writer. The 

R title 
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titles of his plays are La GranTurquef- 
cay La Batatta J^aval, La Jerufalem, La 
Amaranta o MayOy Ei Bojque AmoroJOy La 
Arfmdny and La Confufa^ printed at 
Madrid in 1615, and reprinted in 
1740, He was the firft who divided 
the drama into three JcmadaSy or 
aAs, and was a ftrenuous affertor of 
the trae tafte of the ancients ; on 
which account he attacked Lope de 
Vega with all his might, but the po- 
pular applaufe was too great in favour 
of his antagonift, who ingratiated 
hittifelf fo much with the people by 
indulging their verfatile humour, ad- 
ded to his exuberance of fancy, 
and the juftnefs bf his chara^rs, 
that he carried all before him, 
like ah impetuous torrent breaking 
dawn all the barriers of oppofition : 

by 
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Jby which means, as another Shake- 
Ipear^ Lope de Vega acquired uni- 
Vctfal adniiration; The fecundity 
of his gfenius Was fo giresit, and his 
^roduAions fo rapid^ that he did not 
g^ive leifare to the public to diftin- 
|g4iifti the eflforts of genius from the 
Wild fellies of intemperate fincy; 
tior could the fevetal attacks of Ger- 
Vfefites, Villegas, Ghriftoval de Mefa, 
and others, prevail againft this favou- 
thd bard. — -His futceffors copied his 
defe6ls without polfeffing his beau- 
lies ; Calderon, Who came after him, 
^ave the fiiiifliing hdnd to the fatal 
|)ian of Lope, and With the fame ad- 
-vantages of language and wit, per- 
verted the minds of the people. His 
(cenes are repeated triumphs of vice, 
in which the fait* fex are taught* io 
i R 2 facrifice 
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facrifice every thing to the impreffi- 
ons of love, to defpife the advice of 
.tender parents, and yield to the infi- 
dious arts of feducers. He gives eve- 
ry encouragement to licentioufnefs 
and revel, and his wit was the more 
dangerous from being delivered with 
the moft beautiful cxprefEon ; his plots 
are well laid and ingenioufly fupport- 
ed» all which in fuch able hands 
might have been applied to the moft 
laudable purpofes ; though fome of 
his plays have been more correft and 
efcaped the general cenfure. Solis 
is not inferior to Calderon in ele- 
gance and ftyle, particularly in La 
Gitanilla de Madrid^ El Alcazar del Se- 
creto, and Un Bobo hate ciento. Some 
of Moreno's comedies are not without 
metitj fuch as El defden con el dejden^ 
. \ * to 
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to which may be added, El Hechizado 
pot fuerza^ written by Zamora, alfo 
his Cafligo de la miferia, and fome o- 
thers, that do honour to his memory. 

With refpe^l to tragedy, they date 
It from the end of the 15th century, 
or beginning of the 16th, when Vafco 
Diaz Tanco de Fregenal produced 
three tragedies that never were 
printed, wherein they may difpute 
the palm with the italians, who have 
none of an earlier date than the So- 
phinijba of Treflino, and another on 
the fame fubjedl in 1502, by Galeoto, 
marquifs of Carreto. To thefe may 
be added, the tragedies of Hernan 
Perez de Oliva, printed in 1586, La 
Vengenza de Agamemnon and La Hecuba 
T'^i/le^ compofed on the model of the 
R 3 greeks, 
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greeks. The two tragedies of Jfif^, 
Lqfiimofa and MJe Laureada^ by Ber- 
mudez, publifhed in 1577, have not^ 
only gre^^t variety of verfification and 
harinony of numbers, but infinite 
merit in their compoIitiQns ; the 
fame may be f^icl of the tr2^ge4ies 
of Juan de la Cueva ; as for thofe 
of Gabriel Laffo^ they fall much 
(hort of the former, either in lan- 
guage or invention. Cervantes 
praifes thofe of La JJabela^ La Fills and 
La Alexandra;, which were written by 
Lupercio de Argenfoia. 

In i6og five tragedies of Chrifto- 
val de Virues were printed, which 
had but a middling reputation, no 
more thao that of the Fompiyo of 
Chriftoval de Mefa in ^ 6 18: as to 

Lppe 
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tope de Vega, I referve myfdf to 
fptiak to you taote fully concerning 
him in my next letter.— —Little can 
be faid in favour of the tragedy of 
Dma Jfnes de Cq/lro^ by Mexia de la 
Cerda, or Los SieU Infantes de Lara^ 
by Zarate, in 1651, which, with fome 
other pieces void of particular merit, 
brings us near to the demife of 
Charles the sd. 

Since the acceffion of the Houfp 
of Bourbon, the tragic mufe has 
been chafter, and the genius of the 
French drama has rendered them 
more corred. Don Auguftin de 
Montiano, in his tragedies of Virginia^ 
and Ataulpho^ publifhed in 1750 and 
1753, may be fliled the Spanifh So- 
phocles, and be faid to be equal to 
. , R 4 GorneillQ 



2+8 ORIGIN OF 

Corneille and Racine in the juftnefs of 
the drama, uniting the fire of the 
Gallic eagle with the melody of the 
fwan. Mr, Hermilly has tranflated 
his Virginia into French » as well as 
his firft difcourfe upon Spanifh tra- 
gedy which precedes it, and to him 
I muft refer you for the prefent. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

jSketcb of the life and cbaraSer of the famous 
poet Lope de Vega. 

MADRID, Auguft 15th, 1778, 

THOUGH I perfedly agree 
with you in opinion relating 
to our immortal Shakefpeare, yet I 
cannot refrain from doing that jufr 
tice to his contemporary Lope d6 
Vega which his moft extraordinary 
talents deferve ; I fhall therefore at* 
tempt to give you the charader of 
this great poet, which is no eafy 
talk when his amazing abilities are 
confidered ; however, I fhall venture 
to proceed as this will.be the laft let- 
ter I fhall write to you from hence. 

Lope 
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.Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, born 
the 25th November 1563, was the fon 
of Felix Vega de Carpio, a gentleman 
of Madrid, who had the reputation 
of being a very good poet, a turn 
which he obferved with rapture in 
his child from its infancy, and 
which the fond patent cherifibcK) with 
the greateft delight. At five y«ar& of 
age young Lope could read fp»ni0i 
and latin fluently, and even make 
verfes which he exchanged with hia 
fchool-fellows for pidures and other 
trifles. His father, charmed with 
this furprizing dawn of genius, fpared 
no pains to cultivate a darliog^ plafit 
that feemed to encourage the moft 
flattering expectations. At the age of 
twelve, Lope was naafter of the latin 
tongue and the art of rhetoric; cauld 

d^nce: 
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(dance and fence with eafe and dex-' 
terity, and fiing with a tolerable tafte. 
--ijidowed with thefe accomplifli-r 
izient3, he became an orphan at his 
£rfl, entrance into the world with eve- 
Ty preflure of diftref^^ and was taken 
into the fervice of the bifliop of Avi- 
la^ in whofe praife be wrote feyerai 
paRorals, and ra?!tde his firft drama- 
tic eflay> with a^ comedy intitled La 
Fqftoral ie Jmnt9. He fopn after 
qiiitted his patron, went to the 
T^niverfity of Alcala, where he ftudi- 
ed philofophy, and took a degree, 
then returned to Madrid and became 
icretary to the Duke of Alva, who 
eatrufled him with his moft weighty 
concerns. Encouraged by his new 
Mecenas, he again tuned his lyre^ 
and fyng his praife in a poem inti- 
tled 
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tied Arcadia. About this time he mar- 
ried Dona Ifabela de Urbina, a lady of 
fa(hion,on account of whofe gallantries 
he foon after fought a duel, and hav- 
ing grievoufly wounded his antago- 
nift, fled to Valencia, where he lived 
Ibme years ; after which he returned 
again to Madrid, where lofing his 
wife, he felt himfelf animated with 
a military ardour, and repaired to 
Cadiz to embark on board the great 
armada, fitting out by Philip the ad, 
againll Queen Elizabeth. In this 
fleet he failed for Lifbon in compa- 
ny with his brother, a lieutenant 
in the fpaniflx navy, who loft his 
life in that expedition. Our poet 
had his fhare of the misfortunes of 
that difappointed fleet, and appeared 
at Madrid without ^ fingle friend, 

became 
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becam^^ fecretary to the* marquifs of 
Malpica, and afterwards to the count 
of Lemos. Though his firft marriage 
was fo unfuccefsful, he was in hopes 
of being more fortunate in that (late 
with Dona Juana de Guardia, a lady 
of xank whom he foon after loft; 
Inconfolable at thefe repeated af- 
flidions, he entered into the eccle- 
fiaftic ftatet was ordained a prieft 
and appointed head chaplain to 
a congregation of priefts at Ma- 
drid, though he ftill courted ^ the 
mufes, making this the chief re- 
laxation that foftened his forrows. 
He. was now in the zenith of his 
poetic glory, and his xeputatioh bfe- 
came fo univerfaLthat pope Urban the 
eighth fenthim the degree of do6lor in 
divinity, and the crofs of the order of 

Maha, 
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Malta, added to a lucrative pod id 
the apoftolic exchequer, which Lope 
held to his death, which happened 
in his feventy-third year, to the great 
fegrel of the courts and every learned 
tnan in the kingdom. The duke of 
Sefa, who was his patron and executor^ 
caufed him to be mterred atliis own 
expetice with fuch pomp and magni^ 
ficence as had never been f6en be- 
fore for a private perfon ; the duke 
invited all the grandees of the king^ 
dom, who attended in perfon, in 
token of their concern at the loft of 
fo diftinguifhed a charailer. Th6 
funeral obfequies lafted three days^ 
all the clergy of the king s chapel 
afl&fted, thre^ bifhops officiated pon* 
tifically, and three of the moft elo- 
quent orators exerted themfelves in 

praifc 
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praife of the deceafed, adding new. 
kurds to the fiime of Lope de Vega,, 
vrith whom, when Imng, many 
. princes gloried in being acquainted. 
Pope Urban wrote him a letter in 
unfwer to a dediciaiofn of hb po^ 
em in favour of Mary queen of 
Scots^ imkled Corima tragka de Maria 
Sluardi^ Cardin-al Bairbarini beki a 
yery intimate conefpondence witli 
him, as did many other ^irardinals and 
BoblfefiJen, who courted fofe firiend- 
fhip. Wh^n he walked in the ftreets; 
he was gazed upon and followed 
as a prodigy, he was, moreover, load- 
ed with prefents, and by the ra- 
pid file of his numerous works foon 
amaffed a confiderable fortune, and 
acquired a capital of 150.000 ducats, 
befides his annual ineome of fifteen 

hundred 
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hundred ducats, arifing out of his be- 
nefices and employments ; fo great 
was the fertility of his genius, the 
amafing readinefs of his wit and 
rapidity of thought, added to his 
animated expreflion, that perhaps 
there never was a poet in the worlds 
either antient or modern, that could 
be compared to him. — His lyric com- 
politions and fugitive pieces, with 
his profe effays, form a coUedion of 
fifty volumes, beGdes his dramatic 
works, which make twenty-lix vo^ 
lumes more ; exclulive of four hun- 
dred fcriptural dramatic pieces, call- 
ed in Spain Auios Sacramentales^ all 
which were fucceflively brought on 
the ftage ; and what is flill more ex- 
traordinary, fpeaking of his printed 
works, in one of his paftorals to 

Claudia 
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Clmdio he ^lys.they form the leaft part, 

pr what:. flUl rjsmained in bis clofet. 

It appears 'from his, own' authority, 

that he ufed: c,onAantly< to write .five, 

iheets a day, .\yhic}i i^ultiplied by. 

th^ days of .his life, would make 

'53i225 flieets ; then reckoning the. 

number of yerfes oorrefponding to 

^at^h {heet, it wjU appear that ex- 

clufiive of prpfe he wfot^ :2|,3;i 6,000. 

verfe?, an unhsardpf; 'exertion and" 

facility of verfification ! pur author 

pdlTeifing an inexhauftiblefuod, whiqk 

like, the fire of Vefuvius, continually 

affiorded new matter, and blazed out 

inceflantly. So extraordinary was the 

ri^pidity of his genius, he would oft^n 

finiih a play in twenty«four hours< 

and fome comedies in lefs than five 

Jhours, with as much corre^nefs and 

S elegance 
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elegance in hiii v6rfe, as. the moft la- 
boured pieces of other vrrite|3 of his 
time. Such was the conteofporary 
df Sir Philip Sidney, Shakefpeare, 
and Spencer ; in his Louul de ApoUo 
He has celebrated all the good poetff 
of hiis nme.but none were more uni" 
^efrfaliy |>fai{^d &otii all parts thaii 
himfelf ; his fiitprifing faculties were 
luch, that in his dramatic pieces he 
broke through all rules of ^rc, yet 
Itich'was his fuccefs* that he was 
conftantly the favourite of the pub-, 
lie, and drew perpetual buriU of 
applauft. — It was not hii fault if 
his fuccellbrs had not his talents to 
conceal their defe£ls, and only imi-> 
tated his imperfedlions, rendering the 
Spanifh drama infupportable when 

deprived 
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dcjRived ol^ the beauties of i/)pe: 
this was fbrefeea by Cervanlcs, who 
fepsoacfaes oar poet with deftroying 
the rules of the .dcamal, as laid down 
by the anciaitjs, in order ta court po^ 
|>ahir applaufe ; . to obtain which he 
loft %ht of eTe!:jr idea of nattire^ 
or good tidier addiiig. thaliihe pco^ 
bability ^ iable: dwindled in hb 
handsy and was wafted away by the 
enchamiifng magic of verfe ; all unity 
of time and place was annihilated; 
his heroes came put of their cradles, 
and wandered from eaft or weft as 
lovers or combatants, put on the cowl 
of monks, diediipi cloyfters, and worked 
miracles, on theftage. The {bene is 
tranfported from Italy to Flanders, 
and as eafily (hift^d from Valencia to 
MexiccL Footmen difcourfe like 
S 2 courtiers, 
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courtiers, princes like buUieSt and 
ladies like chambermaids. The adors 
appear in legions, often feventy at a 
timei and clofe with numerous pro- 
ceflions, which is flill kept up \vith 
us, as well as opening graves, and 
burying the dead, performing the 
moid awful rites of mortality by y^ay 
. of amufement, which for my part 1 
mud; own makes my heatt recoil at 
the difmaji fight ; nor can ike moft 
captivating language of Shakefpeare 
overcome my feelings at this glaring 
indecorum. 

So fenfible was Lope of the wild? 
nefs of his imagination, and how 
wantonly he fported with the confi- 
dence of the public, that fpeakingof 

Jbimfelf, 
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liitnfelf, he acknowledgi&s his fault in 
the following words : 

Mas ninguno de todos llamar puedo 
Mas barbaro que yo, pues contra el arte 
Me atrevo a dar preceptos, y mc dexo 
lileyar de la vulgar corriente^ a donde 
Me Ilaptian ignorante^ Italia y Francia. 

And again, 

Y cfcrivo por el arte, que inventaron 
Los que el vulgar aplaufo pretendieron 
Porque como los paga el vulgo, es Jufto 
Hablarle en necio, para darle gufto. 

That is, ** that he was fenfiblfe of the 
reproaches Italy and France would 
make him for breaking through all 
rules to pleafe the ignorant public, 
but (ince it was they, that paid for it, 
they had a right to be pleafed' in 
their own way." 

S ^ I havfi 
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I have now given you both fides of 
the queftion, reading this great 
man ; wer^ I to fpeak to you of his 
perfonal virtues, they are yet fuperior^ 
to his litet^ff talents. His benevo- 
lence and charity towards the indi- 
gent and diflreiTed was fo great, that 
he always extended his h^pd to tb^ 
needy, infomuch that notwithftand- 
ing his confiderable fortune and in^ 
come, not more than fix thoufao^ 
ducats were found ait his deati^.-'-r-O 
illuftdous bard, if an. Engliihman i$ 
not c^p^bl^ of doing juftice to thy 
poetical i;i«imbers, and the harmony 
of thy veife, accept at leaf! of this tri-! 
bijite to the goodpipfs of thy hear(. 



LITTER 
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LETTER XVI. 



Ciiy of Burgos, tomb of tbt Cid, 4md ^ kbig 
JoJiff$ tbo Seeoifd, 



THE next 4ay after I had the 
pkafure oi addreffing my laft 
letter to you, I (et out fiom the 
town of Madrid, and pai&ng throu^ 
Segovia and Valladoiid, ardved at 
the antient city of 9utgos, where I 
propofe fnaking a h:^ lor a few days, 
«o enjoy a Iti^le reft after a £itiguing 
journey, and <to loo)( about me i|i 
this veneral>le city, dv^ndled front 
its former fpliendour, but ftill the 
leftdence of many noble fiuniiies, il- 
S 4 luftrioua 



1 
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luflrious for their lineage and milita- 
ry atchieyements. — In this city Ed* 
ward, of England, eldeft fon of our 
king Henry the 3d, was knighted in 
1254, by king Alfonfo the wife, and 
married the princefs Eleanor of Caf- 
tile^ that amiable woman^ who when 
he'r hufband was wounded with a poi-^ 
foned arrow in Paleftine, fucked the 
veiiom out of the wound, and refto- 
red him to health. Nor was the 
Englilh nation wanting in acknow- 
ledgments io this affe<5lionate prin- 
cefs, who dying of a fever on her 
journey to Scotland, was conveyed 
10 »Weftminfter with great funeral 
pomp, and elegant flone croITes were 
crefled at each place where the corpfc 
refted. — The cathedral of Burgos is a 
moft magnificent ftruflure in the go- 
\ : ihic 
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lliic tafle> and has a great r^fem- 
blanch to York minder. — ^As this is the 
country of that famous Spanifh hero 
RodericDiazdeBivar, commonly call- 
ed the Cid^ who lived in the days of 
Ferdinand the ill, I did not forget 
to viiit his fhrine at the church 
of San Pedro de Cardena^ about fix' 
miles from hence, belonging to the 
benedidline monks ; I went there 
with the fame curiofity as I fhould to 
view the tomb of Guy earl of War- 
wick, or any of our renowned Eng- 
lifli champions.--! accordingly mount- 
ed my courfer with becoming gravi- 
ty, and repaired to his tomb, which 
is in a particular chapel of the church. , 
of San Pedro, with the arms of all 
his relations depided on the walh, 
and along fproU of hia genealogy and 
i exploits. 
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exploits- In the veftry they have aa 
original portrait of him, done imme- 
diately after his death, — His memory 
is held in fuch veneration^ that thjC 
good man, who (hewed me every 
thing, twice called him a faint, but 
Hopped fhort and correfied himfelf. 
No warrior, however, has had fo 
much fdid of him ; he kas a fepaiate 
chronicle of his life and ac^ns, in 
one volume in folio, printed in 1552 
by command of the infant Don FerdjU 
nand afterwards emperor, who gave 
this commifiioa to Velerado abbot «f 
the convent of San Pedro. Tiie wri- 
ter fays fae extra^ed it from the origi- 
nal chronide in the archives of that 
houfe; but in that be is mfftaken, 
for it was not an odginal but an aor 
tient copy according to the teftimoay 

of 
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of Bisigaaza, 4 mopK of th<g f^m^ 
hou£e, who about twenty year$ ago, 
publtflied its aDttquites, in two vo- 
lumes in folio, add .fUppofes t^at the 
Original chrontcle of the Gid yras firft 
vrittea an arable, by a co^vefted 
mooTr with his fon, who were ^svant^ 
to the iCid, and yysa afterwards tranf- 
lated into JSpamift, . The archbiftop 
of Tdado, and Don lAicas de Tuy, 
av3 %Hi>ken of Jn ti^is chronicle, 
tbo' duty, flouriihed in the middle of 
the 13th century, and the Cid di- 
ed in i«9<9, therefore jthis <:hronicle 
iiiuift have been continued by aoo- 
tfaerhand a& fathescSamiiento dbferves, 
biit witiiottt impeaching the veraci^ 
ty of its contents. The general 
chronide of Spain was compiled by 
order of Alfbofo the wife, yet who^ 

ever 
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ever reads what is faid of the Cid» 
and vice verfot will doubt whether 
the general chronicle was copied 
from that of the Cid« or the latter 
from the former: but they flill 
have their fliare of merit as &r as 
they elucidate the manners and cuf- 
toms of the times, when divefied 
of the fables and fuperflition with 
which they are clouded^. . Since the 
burning of Don Quixote's library* 
not only romances but . many ol 
the chronicles are become very 
fcarce, and they are now i!eprint-> 
ing a general colle^on of them 
at Madrid. — In vain have I. fearch- 
ed for -ir/tt5 de Bretcma^ who was turn-* 
ed into a crow, fiince which time no 
Englifiiman, according to Cervantes, 
will ever kill a crow. The ducids^t 

tiott 
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tion of this point 1 mud leave to 
yourfelf. J 

To return to the Cid, every thnig 
belonging to this great warrior is 
facred ; his fwords ate admired and 
(hewn • a* great curiofities ; one of 
them is in the kinjg's armoury at Ma- 
drid,, and is CBlled Colada, in allu- 
fion to its fine temper ; on one fide it 
has thefe four letters s i s !• and on 
the other HO no. According to Ca- 
Tibay- the hiftorian, the Cid took 
this fword from the Count of Barce- 
lona, when in arms againft the king 
of Aragon.— The other fword was call- 
ed the Tizona, '' The flaming fword/* 
which he wrefted from Bucar lord of 
Tunis. This fword belonged after- 
wards to the Infant Don Ramiro of 

Navarre, 
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Navatre^ from whbfe botife k wai 
given to the family of Peralta. Saa* 
doval, bifhop of Pamplona, in his 
chronicle d^fcribes this fword whkh he ^ 
iaW| and fays, on one fide it had 
thefe words To Joy ia Tifana que Jut ht^ 
cha mla erademiLy quarenta. Go the 
other fide Ave Maria gratia plena. Dd* 
minus.r^The Cid was defcended &f>m 
Lain Galvo, one of the jadg^^' di 
Caftile ; he left two daughters. Dona 
Sola, married to the Infant Don Pc-* 
dro eldeft fon of Peter king of Ara- 
gon ,, and Dona Elvina to Don Ramon 
SatiCho^ elded fon of Sancho Garcias 
king of Navarre. His panegyfifts 
have entered into endlefs details in his 
praife ; even his horfe Babieca has not 
been omitted, and is faid to have 
lived forty-four years. Having tiaken 

a folemn 
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a folemil &reweU of this manfioij^ 
which was tmilt bn the remains of a 
palace belonging to thia.hero^ Ire* 
tmhtdhsuck to Burgos, ftriking off 
a: little to the right,, to vifit Mirm 
fioTti a convent of Garthufitana, ^en 
to that ofd& by Johili the 2d king 
of Ghflfile, ivho is interred in thei^ 
ctiarcb before the ^eat altar, and 
has a beautiful marble monument a- 
dorned with infinite workmanfbip. 
This tomb the people call here a 
p€miheon."^l^\N in the choir, an ori- 
ginal portrait of his daughter Ifabella 
queen cif Gaftile, Who appears to 
have been very handfome. There is 
a fttll length pidure of her in the pa- 
lace of Buen Retiro at Madrid. — You 
will fay that I have quitted my ground 
fince I have penetrated into old 'Caf- 

tile, 
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tile, and have dfeferted the poett^ 
for the chronicles, but allow me this 
digreflion in favour of a hero who 
infpired the great Corneille, and for- 
niCbed a fubjed for the fublime geni-. 
us of that celebrated poet. — What 
would the bold Cid fay, if he was to 
appear again on the horizon ? If he^ 
who to preferve his precedency broke 
the chair of the French ambafiador 
in the prefence of the pope, was to fee 
his own countrymen making peaice 
with the moors, and foliciting leave 
of the pope to eat fifli in lent. Not 
like the devout heroes of tbofe and 
fubfequent times, when the Englifli 
and French, according ioRapin,.fought 
a bloody battle juft before lent, to in- 
tercept a convoy of fifli, and num- 
bers 
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l>ers loft their lives to afcertain who 
Ihould dine on a herring. 

rf* In the rcjgn of Henry VI. -When John Duke of 
Bedford was regent of France in 1439, he fent from 
Paris to &e Snglifh army then befieging Odeans, a 
convoy of fait fifli, theknt feafon being come, which 
with the artillery and ammunition, made near five 
. hundred carts, under the command of fir John Faf- 
tolf, one of the bravefl generals in the Englilh army. 
The convoy was attacked op the road tp Oi)e?9Svby 
the- French under the coun^^Gf Clermont, at the head 
of three thoufand men, bu\ they were repulfed with 
great flaughter by the £ngli8i, lofing fik fcore lords 
and about fix hundrcKl incn. This afiion .viQ|s called - 
•' The battk. of Hecrin^f .':^ 
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LETTER XVII. 

Prmliges tf, the differ eiu 9rier$ ^ noUUltf 
ii$ Spain. 



B U R G O S^ 4th Sept. 1778. 

YOU a(k me what fort of figure 
the country gentlemen make ifi 
Spain, an4 who are ^Ibe. people fiHed 
HidalgK. To thefiiA*I fhfiiU anfwer 
that as the Cortes^ or patliaments have 
been aboliflied ever fince the accef- 
fion of the houfe of Bourbon, all the 
confequence of the country gemle- 
men has ceafed. The Hidalgos claim 
a defcent from thofe valiant foldiers 
who retired into Caftile, and the 
mountains of Aflurias, and other re- 
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moti parts of Spain, on: thfc inyafion 
of the moors, where living fortified 
thftmfelves^ they fucceflS-vely defccnd- 
ed^iiito ths plaiiois,' in proportixm to 
tii»e focjccfe of liheii: armsb — -from 
the notoriety of Ah^r peifons, or the 
lainds 'they became paflefled of» they 
aeqpliired the appellation afHidalgoi 
natoms\ Hidalgos M fdtar canocido^ or 
3£> cafiifolariega ;' of thefe according to 
Hernando' Mexia, there are three 
foilsirthe rftt being lords of places^ 
villages, . towns, or 'cadles, from 
wfaehce they took tiheir firnames, as 
therGuznrans, Mdndozas^ Laras, Gui- 
varas, and others ; the and^ who re- 
covered any fortrefs from the moors, 
as the Ponces o( Leon, and others; and 
the third fort^ from the places where 
they refided or held jurifdidion, as 
T a Rodrigo 
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Rodrigo de Narvaes was called of 
Antequera, from being Alcaydc there. 
But this definition is not confidered 
as exa& or concluiive by Otalora, 
another- civilian, who fays that the 
true meaning of Hidalgos de Jolar.x:enr 
ocido is explained by the laws oiCmf- 
tile, to be a well known mamfion 
or poffeffion; the nature of which is - 
particularly explained in the laws of 
the partidas^ lib, 5. tit. 35- which de- 
fcribe three forts of tenures called De- 
vifa, Solariega and Behetria. By the firft, 
lands are devifed by the anceflor, 
folarh a tenure upon another perfon's 
manor; and obliges the owner to 
receive the lord of the fee when, ne- 
ceffity obliges him to travel, and Bi- 
hetria is in the nature of,, an allodium. 



la 
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In proportion as thefe Aborigines 
gained ground on the Moors, and in- 
creafed in^ their numbers, many pri- 
vate perfons diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their valour, and obtained tefli- 
xnohies of their fervices, called cartas 
de mercedj which ferved them as a 
foundation of their birth and good 
defcent^ without which documents 
their pofterity could not make it ap* 
pear; and if from a lapfe of time, 
or other unavoidable accidents, fuch- 
proof fhould happen to be loft, or 
deflroyed, the law affords them a re- 
medy under thefe circumftances, by 
a declaration importing, that fuch 
perfons as are fuppofed to have had 
fuch certificates, may be relieved by 
making it appear, that their ancef- 
tOTS, time immemorial; have always 
T 3 bec» 
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been iiekl and reputed as Hidaigos^ 
and enjoyed the privileges of fncb^ 
from a firong prefttni^ion. in thobr 
favour; tk^ pofleQion of land li^avisg 
equal force to any other docUo^enti 
which is fully fet forth in the fimgt 
maiica of Cordova. To th^fe, e>tr 
ecutory leuers ane granted^i cartas ex^ 
ectUorias^ exprefl^ve.of ; their pri vir 
leges, and for the better regul^tioa 
of thefe matters, P''<'pcr officers are 
appointed- , in the ^h^ncery courts, 
called alcaides de» Iqt hidalgosy^ who ought 
to be hp^lgos themfelv^ef , and hold 
jurifdi^ion in th^{^ ca/es, uci4 no mo- 
thers ; but €ven here innovations 
have taken pUce, |pr as thefe igr^nt^ 
flpwfron^.the fovereigpi, who ip th€ 
fountain of holioijf 4. i<m^ Aire dEcJfar- 
ed HidalgiOi defangr^e^ by right of 4^- 

fcent, 
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icent, And otbeis d^ pripUegip, or by 
office, in which, the will of the fove- 
leign has m3de^a|neods ^r ^ny cLe- 
ficieticy of bloo4« 

T^er« ly a £et of people neax Se-' 
gov^a at a place caUe4 ZamairaniiaU, 
who are exewpf fn9<B cnbpte 00 ^ac- 
CQ4MUt of the ^re jthey ta^ in fen4' 
ing proper perfons every night to the 
caAk of $<egovia p9 ke^p ^ep^ipei* — 
one cries out VeUf^pelft^ lm» »n4 thte 
other falowf a hiorn, fro^ whence 
they have Jbee^ titled hid^lgm iy lie 
horn. In Catalonia thofe gentlemen 
who are ftiled Hmbrfsie Farytja^ are 
confidered the fame as hidalgos in Ca* 
flile, and were fo called from th^ 
word parsjar, to equip^ this ina^e 
ibeiqg giye« ,as a diftin^^ion by Bo« 
T4 relo 
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relo the 4th, count of Barcelona, ac 
the fiege of that city in 965, who 
fummoning all his vaflals to come to 
his afliftance againft the moors, nine 
hundred horfemen weU mounted and 
equipped joined him, and with their 
aid he took the city» and this ap-e 
pellation has been given in honoura-^ 
ble remembrance of this loyal a^lioq. 

You will of courfe be defirous to 
know what are the privileges that 
thefe noble Hidalgos enjoy ? The 
principal of them are as follows : 

1 . The firft and greateft privilege 
which they hold by law is to enjoy 
all pofls of dignity and honour in the 
churcb and (late, with liberty when 
churchmen of having a plurality of 

benefices. 
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benefices. They are qualified for 
receiving all orders of knighthood, 
and are to be preferred in all em- 
baflies, governments, and public 
conunilfions. 

8. When they are examined as 
witnefles in civil and criminal cafes, 
their depofitions are to be taken 
in their own houfes, without being 
obliged to quit them to go to thofe 
of others, 

^. In all churches,^ proceffioos and 
other public ads or alFemblies, they 
are to have the next place of honour 
and precedency after the officers of 
juflice, conforming themfelves to 
particular cuftoms. 

4. They 
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4. They are not obliged to accept 
of any challenge for con^bat, Inppof- 
ing fuch were allowed of, but irom 
thofe who are their equals. 

5. Though it is forbid ta guardi> 
ans to purchafe the eftates of cmnors, 
this does not extend to Mdaigos In. 
whom the law does not fuppofe any 
fraudi and they may purchafQ tbeni 
publicly. 

6. They are permitted to be feated 
in courts of juftice in prefenc^ of the 
judges, irom the refped and honour 
due to them. They have alfq feats 
in the courts of chancery, in conQde-! 
ration of their birth, which gives 
them a right to be near the perions 
of princes. 

7, Tbeif 
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: f. llheir perfoQS am ftee fr6m ar« 
reft far debt, nor paa any adtachment 
be laid an their dvveUifig houfes, ftir« 
niture, appard, aF<i»s, harfes, 01 
xnuii^ii^, in im^iiediate ufe, nor can 
they make ^' cdSon of their edates^ 
nor be diftfcffed m fuits of law, fur^ 
ther that! their circumftances will ad- 
mit of^ but ;aire to.be Allowed a rea« 
fotiabte jiud decent maintenance for 
ihjsir fupprort. 

8. In cafes of imprifonment for 
trirai^afl matters, they are to^be 
treated 4ifieretftl5^ ^«>fli others. They 
Bte geoer^Uy C04i&Q«d to their own 
houfes with a fafe guard, er under 
arreft upon their honour, or allowed 
the city or itowTi> tjoeyilivie in^ and in 
l^articuiaT cafes are &nt into cafiles* 

9. When 
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9. When punifliments are iiiBi^cd 
for criminal cafes, they ire , to be 
lefs fevere to them than to others, as 
they arp not to fufier ignominious 
punifhments, fuch as public {hame, 
whipping, gallies, nor are they to be 
hanged, but beheaded, except in cafes 
of treaCon or herefy,- — lu cafe« that 
do not imply a corporal pueiihnienfr 
but a pecuniary one, they are treated 
with more rigour* and p^y a larger 
fine than others, 

10. They are not to be put to the 
rack or torture, except for fuch hei- 
nous crimes as are particularly fpeci^ 
Bed by the laws. 

n.,Wh«i there are title deeds or 
other writings or papers in which twa 

or 
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or more perfoos have an equal right 
or properly, and requite a particu* 
lat chailge,V'.they are to be gi^n up 
by preference to the coftody of an 
HiMgQ^xi any of thie parties areifuch^ 

12. The daughter .of an. Hidalga 
enjoys* every privilege pf her birth, 
though married to a commoner, and 
a woman who is not an Hidalga^ en« 
joys all |heie privileges when Ihe is a 
widow, following the fortune of her 
hufband.—- But if the \vidow is aa 
Hidaiga, and the late hufband was a 
commoner^ fhe falls into the flate of 
her hufband after his death, though 
fhe had the privileges of her birth 
during his life. 

1.3, They are free from all duties, 
called ?ich^i, Pididos, Monedas^ MarU- 

niegas 
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niigiits Cmtfihuianes, as wet| toyal a^ 
civil, and all other kviesof vAaHvet 
kind thejr may be, with la^tefetve for 
iuch as aire for tUe public beiiefi(, in 
which theyi.ase equally concerned/ 
fuch as the repairing the highways, 
bridges/ fountains,,. Walls, deilru^ion 
6f locufts, and other yefmin. 



o 



' i4r They are ff.ee from perfoiial 
Service, and frotn going to the wars/ 
^xcept' when the^ king attends^ in pje^•^ 
ton ; even th^n they are not to be 
forced, but invited, and acquainted 
that the r9yal, {\aAdard is difplayed. 

15. No perfons whatever can be 
quartered upon, or lodged in, their 
hoafeii : except when the. king, 
queen, prince, or ihfantes are on the 

road, 
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road, tti 'hi futh cafes even the 
houfesVJTtHe clergy are not exempt. 

16. They catttiot be compelled: tbf 
accept of the office of receiver of the 
king'ft teWv Of atiy other ctnploy- 
taeat which k ^onfidered as tete^n 
atiid deirogatory to their digniiy^nd 
rabk/ '•- • ■-• . ^■■' ''■ ■' 

17. Ay a particttlar cuflom cow-* 
firmed by roy^l atithority iti that 
part df Gaftile beyorid the Ebro, ba- 
fifttds fudieed to their pareiits, arid 
enjoy their hoiiours corntrary to the 
rby^l jmd cofottion Jaw, 

idi Ifalady \vh6 marries a com- 
jhdncr'^oiild fee a tJ4jeen, datchefs,' 
marcHBntfs;* or coumefs, for ihey 

■'- .have 
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have no barons in Caftile, not only 
does not lofe her rank, but conveys 
her titles to her hufband, who holds 
them in right of his wife< 

Thefe are the general privileges 
which the I£daigos enjoy ; there are 
fome others of lefs confequence, as 
well as particular grants to certain 
perfons and families. An antient 
and ridiculous cnftom is faid to be 
obferved by noble ladies who are ! 

widows of plebeians, in order to re- ' 

cover their birthright, for which I 

purpofe they carry a packfaddle on I 

their ihoulders. to their hufband's 'I 

grave, then throwing it down and ^ 

ilriking it three times, fay, *' villain, I 

take thy villainy, for I will abide by 
my nobility," and then they recover 
their privileges again. 

At 
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• As for the titles <jf marquifs and 
le^ount, which are called Titles of Ca- 
JUe^thty feem to bfe merely honorary, 
and give much the fame rank as 
<)ur baronets do . in England. The 
inerchants of Cacliz feem fond of 
them, and when they grow rich, they 
are ealily obtained. 

The grandees of Spain form the 
tme nobility of the country, and were 
originally- divided into three clalTes. 
the firft had the privilege of fpeaking 
covered in the varies in prelence of 
the king, the fecond were covered 
after they had fpoken, and the third 
were only ad honores, with the title of 
excellency, and the privilege of ap- 
pearing with the others iii public af- 
femblies ; fince the extindicysi of the 
U cortes^ 



\, 
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eorUs, their privilf ges have dwin- 
dlcfl* Whfen the death of the mar* 
quifs de Valdermofo was mention- 
ed in the Madrid gazette, of the 
6th of April, 1775, as a Grandee of 
the fecond clafs, it was contradided 
in the following one, adding that he 
only enjoyed the title ai honons. 

The dldeft duke in Spain feems to 
be the duke of Medina Sidonia, 
which title was firft granted by king 
John the fecond the 17 th of February 
1445, 10 John Alonfo de Guzman, 
third count of Niebla» Our oldeft 
duke at prefent in England, is de*^ 
fcended from Charles Howard, cre- 
ated duke of Norfolk by Richasd th6 
third, on June 38th, 1483. 



If 
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)/f aftei^ this ypv aPc tfi^ what fort 
QJT ^ life t^(s hi4^f(y 1^ ? I muft in- 
form you, it is much the fame with that 
of ppn jpiego de ^iraoda, in Don 
Quixote, \^[ho gave the fbUQwing ac- 
count of himfelf. '* My name is Don 
" Diego d6 Miranda ; I am ^n hidalgo^ 
*' and a native of the village, where 
*' with God's permiiEon, we fliall dine 
*' to day ; my fortune is more than 
** '9)joderaFe,^n4 t live y/ith jfty wifi^ 
*' children and friends ; my chief 
" amufements are hunting and fifti- 
" in^^ yet J have neither hawks nor 
" greyhounds, but fome decoy par- 
" tridges, and a bold ferret ; I have 
•'about fix dozen of books, fome in 
" $p.aniifa, and othjers in latin, a few 
*' of hiftory, and others of devotion ;. 
*' tl^ofe of knight errantry I have not 
U 2 ' ■'' yet 
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** yet fuffered to come within my 

•* doors. I delight (*) more in pro- 

*A11 ttiefe lines in the text after this mark* to the 
end of the paragraph, are omitted in the new tranfla- 
ti#n of Don Quixote, by Charles Henry Wilmot, Efq;* 
London, 1774, as well as^ thofe lines which immedi- 
ately follow here. — 

'- '* Sancho, who was all attention to the account 
which the Hidalgo gave of his life and manners, which 
feemed to him to be commendable and holy, and that 
fuch a good liver ought to work miracles, threw him^ 
felf off from his afs, and with great hurry ran to^ 
wards Don 2)iega, and laid hold of his right ftirrup, 
apd with a fervent heart, and teats iu his eyes, kifled 
his foot many, times; which bqing obferved by the 
jFf£^a/g-(?, What are you about brother? he faid, 
what does this" mean ? permit me to proceed, faid 
Sancho, fi>r your worfliip feems to me to be the firft 
faint I have ever feen on horfeback. I am no faint, 
anfwered the gentleman^ but a great finner ; but you, 
good brother, are a worthy man, from the fimplicityof 
your manners. Sancho returned- to his faddle, hav- 
ing at laft extorted a (mile flrom the truly melan* ' 
choly afped of his mafter, and caufed further admira- 
tion to Don Diego. — Don Quixote alked him how 
many cHildren he had, Sec. 

** fane 
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^' fane books than in devout ones, 
** provided that they are pot immo« 
** ral; that the language h elegant, 
'^ and that the mind is captivated 
*' with the ingenuity of their invent 
** tion, though of thefe we have few 
'* in Spain. I fometimes dine with 
** my neighbours and friends, and of- 
** ten invite them ; my repafts are 
** plain and [neat, but plenty dwells 
'* under my roof. I never find fault 
** with my acquaintance, nor do Icon- 
*' fent to the murmurs of others in 
'* my prefence. I don't pry into the 
** life and converfation of my nejgh- 
*• hours, nor look fharply into their 
'* adions. I hear mafs every day, 
*' divide my eftaite with the poor^ 
*' without making boafts of my cha- 
♦' rity, not to let hypocrify or vanity 
U 3 '* take 
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'^ take pbfleflitih 6f fay hjeart, ete-t 
•* mies that gefttly ftfeal tipoh the mbft 
** guarded mihd^. . I endeavour tQ 
•' reconcile thofe who are at variance. 
•* I aih diev6ut tb the Virgin Mafy, 
'* ind I pl&ce iiiy trUft ifi tHfc in-. 
*' finite mercy of God." ' 

With refpe<fl td theilr lifafeage, H'jroii 
want further ifaforniiatidtt, fcoriflilt 
I^enafid de Gontirerai, a famdus Spa? 
nifli antiquary, whb, ih compliment 
to Philip the 3d, dircw Up 4 gehfeklb- 
gical tree of one hundred and eigh- 
teen defcents, from Adam ddwh to 
that fovereign ; and, to pleafe the 
then prime mihifter, duke of Lerma,. 
of the houfe of Guzman^ he formed 
another pedigree of one hundred ahd 
twenty-one defcents, alfo from Adara^ 
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down to the duke, conneding him 
with the fovereign, in the perfon of 
Tros, king of Troy, (great grand 
father of Priam and ^neas) by his 
two fons Aifaracm and Uus ; from 
one of which Philip defcended, 
and the minifter from the other ! 
What a contagious diflemper is flat- 
tery, and how rapidly it flies from 
pole to pole. In the north, John 
Miffen paid a fimikr compliment, 
deduced from Adam, to Jiis fovereign 
the king of Sweden ; and William 
Slater did as much for James the 
^(l, king of Great-Britain. 

Adieu ! 



U4 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Lordjhip of Bifcay.—jInHent poetry in the Vaf^ 
cuenje language. 



BILBAO^ bdtobcr loth, 1^]%. 

AFTER travelling over a great 
many .mountains, I at laft ar- 
rived at this pleafant town, which 
clofes my expedition through the 
Spanifh dominions. As for the an- 
tient language of this country called 
the Vafcuenfe^ we are the more per- 
plexed and in the dark, as all the 
books extant in that language are 
modern ; fo that, it is a very difficult 
matter to give any precife ideas or 
fix any flandard of their tongue, ahd 

much 
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f 

much lefs of their poetry, as the na- 
tives feem to have referved a parti- 
cular corner of Parnaffus to them- 
felves, in which they have neither 
rivals nor competitors. 

If the poem in Vajcuenje mention- 
ed by Argote de Molina in his dif- 
courfe on fpanifh poetry is as antient 
as the anions which it relates ; we 
fhould have a tolerable document 
to form a judgement of the poetry 
of thefe people, about the beginning 
of the fourteenth century, that is to- 
wards the year 1320, If we exclude 
this record, we have no other fpeci- 
men of their poetry, except fome 
fpiritual hymns of Juan de Arambu- 
ru, and thofe of Bernardo de Gazte* 
j[uzar printed at Pau in 1686, and a- 

nother 
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Botbcr ancniymcms pbet metidoned 
by Larramiendi. Tibe moft famous 
of their poets is faid to be Juan de 
Ecbcverri, a Dodor in Divinity^ who 
compofed the life of Ghrift and of 
fome faints,* in this ancient verfe, 
which were printed at Bayohne in 
1650. — As for my part I have in 
vain fludied the language . in the 
grammar of Laramejidi, and am 
willing to take the people on their 
words, who aflure me it is very har- 
monious ; nor can I give you any fa- 
tisfadory account of the antiquity of 
the inhabitants who are fuppofed to 
have peopled Ireland. The irifh an« 
tiqu^ries agree that the colonies of 
Miieiians came from Brigantia to 
Ireland, and O Flaherty and Keating 
affert, that Pierian de Ocanipo an 

old 
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old fpanifh writer, proves in his chro- 
nicle, that the Brigahtines of Ire- 
land owe th6it origin to Spain, and 
to paffed into Wales; but for my 
part, as I atn as little verfed in the 
irifli tongue as I am iti the Bifcayan, 
it is not in my power to give you 

any lights on this fubjeeft. Who 

knoivs? if I had had the good JFor- 
tube to read the poems of Offian 
in the original, perhaps it might have 
afforded fotoe affillance, and I might 
have recovered from obfcurity forae 
Bifcay warrior, like Fin gal, who lord- 
ed it over thefe mountains, and per- 
haps did feats which the moft harmo- 
nious verfes have done juftice fo, that 
now lie buried beyond the reach of 
pur moft profound antiquaries. 

The 
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The inhabitants of the lordfhip o£ 
Bifcay, as a free people, enjoy a great 
many exclufive rights and privilegeSt 
beyond the Caftilians, or any other 
fubjeds of Spain. Thefe rights arc 
fet forth in a foh*o entitled. El Fuera 
de las CayaUeros de Vijcaya^ Medi- 
na 1575, whi<:h book I have fought 
for in vain, as well as a geographic 
poem defcribing the kingdom of Ga- 
licia, in alexandrine verfe, by Luis 
de Molina, printed at Mondonedo, 
in 1550. 

An iriflinjan, whofe name is William 
Bowles, who having been employed 
for thefe twenty years as an engineer 
in the king of Spain's fervice, and has 
travelled over moft parts of Spain, 
has lately publiQied fome very curi- 
ous 
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ous memoirs at Madrid, dedicated to 
the prefent king of Spiiin, intended; 
as an intrbdu6lion to the natural hif-^ 
tory and phyfical geography o£ that 
kingdom; amongft other things he 
has given a pretty full account of the 
genius and manners of the Bifcayans, 
and has taken fome pains to draw a 
comparifon between them and the 
antient ^ri(h ; but this ppint ftill ad- 
mits of further illuftration, from the 
very precarious foundation of all rea- 
foning, arifing merely on a fuppofed 
fimilitude of manners and cuftoms : 
tho' I readily agree with him in the 
account he gives of their hofpitable 
difpofition and chearfcil temper, ad- 
ded to the utmoft induftry in culti- 
vating their rugged mountains, by" 
.which means they have rendered the 

greateft 



302 ORIGIN OF 

greateft part of their country both 
plea&ni; and fruitfttl. They, more* 
over, apply tbemfelves cloffdy to fo- 
reign commerce apd navigation, hay- 
ing been always deemied indjuilrioff^ 
traders, and expert and ikilful mari- 
ners, jnCbmqch that ^ the wh^jb 
fifhery fo far back as 1575, the ^i^g- 
lifli merchants were obliged to {end 
to Btkxy for men JHlful in the catching; 
of the whale ^ and ordering of the oil; 
and one cooper^ fkUftd to fit up thejlaved 
cq/k. It further appears, that we not 
only loft all memory of that tf ade for 
many centuries, which we hai^ known 
in the days of king Alfred, but that 
the Bifcayans carried it op. long be;« 
fore we attempted it again, as well 
on account of the oil as for the 
whalebone : the firft Englifh 0iip 

that 
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that went on that trade into the bay 
of St. Lawrence, according to Hack* 
luyt, in 1594, found part of the car- 
goe of two Bifcay ihips that had been 
wrecked there, three years before. 
But, becaufe I am drawing nearer to 
England, you will fay, I am again 
running into digrelfions, and it mat- 
ters not, who had that fifiiery or any 
other maritime commerce at that tim«^ 
provided we^ can hold it at prefent, 
and make good the old maxim, Im- 
perqtor Maris^ Terra pominus. 



L B T T E R 
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LETTER. XIX. 



Deparfurefrom Bilbao /or England by fea. Sen- 
tence of the inquifition againft Don Pablo lie 

Olavide. 



BILBAO^ loth Dec. 1778. 

I HAVE been detained in this 
country longer than I expe^ed, 
waiting in hopes of a friend who was 
defirous of coming to England along 
with me ; this delay, however, has 
enabled me to furnifh you with a very 
extraordinary piece of news, no lefs 
than the fentence of the Inquifition, 
againft an unfortunate gentleman, 
who at one time was in high favour 
at court, and from whofe abilities 
the greateft expedations were formed. 

You 
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You may perhaps have heard, fome 
years ago, of the proje^ls of this go-, 
vernment to colonife the defert 
mountains of Sierra Mbrena, in An- 
dalufia. The Cedula^ or grant for 
this undertaking was ifiued by the 
iking in 1767, and contains 79 arti- 
cles, l^he intention of the court was 
to invite 6000 catholic germans and 
fiemings, who were to be fettled there 
with proper encouragement, in order 
to introduce agriculture and manu- 
failures, as well as population in that 
defolate di(lri(fl, for the carrying on 
of which the infpedion and manage- 
ment of the whole was given to Don 
Pablo de Olavide, affiftenU^ or gover- 
nor of Seville, from whofi; knowledge 
and patriotifm it was expeded a flou- 
rifbing colony would foon arife ; ac- 
X cordingly 
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cordtngly feveral towns were built^ 
and the country foon began to wear 
a new afpedl, but unfortunately this 
gentkman was fbme time ago^ taken 
up at Madrid, hurried away from his 
faoufe, and confined in the dark pri- 
fons of the inquifition, and after a 
long and painful imprifonment, was * 
brought in the moA humiliating man- 
ner before his judges, and the fol- 
lowing fentence, which I inclofe you 
herewith, pronounced againft hicoH 
on which I (halt make no comments, 
as your own judgement will give you 
an idea of the benevolence and libe^ 
rality of fentiment that reigned in 
that aflembly ; fhew you the weight 
of the charge ; the manner by which 
it is proved, and of courfe how far 
he was deferving of the dreadful 

punifli- 
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pdniihm^nt chat followed: by which 
the prifoner without having his loy* 
alty or fidelity to his fovereiga called 
in qUe(lion« becomes the moft unhap- 
py fubjed poffible and in an infinite- 
ly worfe ftate than the moft wtetched 
perfon in the kingdom. 

I now lay down my fpaniCh lance^ 
as well as the golden helmet of Mam- 
brino, and am haftening home as 
faft as poffible, referving only my 
Toledo blade, made by that famous 
artift Andrew Ferrara. — The din of 
war founds conftantly in my ears ; it 
is too lace at prefent to look back ! 
If I fall, may it be glorioufly in de- 
fence of my country, my beloved 
country, whofe rights I fervently 
wifh may ever remain inviolate ! let 
X 8 who 
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who will be the invader. — Methink!i 
I fee you caft a difdainful look to- 
wards the fpamfh raufe; let me then 
have recoirrfe to your admired Pe- 
trarch« and in bidding &rewell to 
the continent, as I ffaall embark at 
this port, I clofe our correfpondence 
with the following lines of that fa* 
vouiite poet : 



Del empla Babilonia end c fuguta 
Ogni vergogna, ond ogni bene c fueri, 
Albergo di dolor^ toadre d'crrori 
Son fygic io per allungar la vita. 



Narrative 
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J^arrativi of an Auto dc Fe, held the 
2jth of Mvembfr^ ^TJ^f in the caufe ^ 
of Paul de Olavide, be/ore Don Jofepk 
Efcalw^ and Don Bernardo Loigorri^ 
inquifUors of the courts with the affifir 
ance offeveral perfons of rank called to 
attend thereat^ xuho v^ere not ' even 
charged with ftlence^ out of charity^ as 
is cu/lomary onfmilar occqfions. 

PRESENT, 

puquede Grenada and Count of Mora . 

his chaplain Mafa Duke of Abrantes 

Xarab^ Don Jofeph Enlace 

Cerda Don Ant. Monfagrati 

Don Patricio Buftos Don Manuel Trevifano 
I>on Rofendo Paraf- Don Julian de San 

puelo Chriftobal' 

Marquifs dc Caf^- El M?ieflro Virgjala 

trcmanes - Dominico 

Duke of Hijar El Maeftro Ibaretta 

vMafquifs of Belamazan Benedidtlho . 

7^3 The 
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The Abbot of St. Martin The Marquis |de I9 
Dop Juan de la Rofa Hinojofa 
\ The Vicar of Toledo Don Juan ValcarcclCa- 

t Santa Maria nafip 

I Fadier Cardenas a Ca- Pon Antonio Angoftp 

^ puchtn Colore) 

I £1 Maeftro Magin With other perfons of 

I Mercenarian diftinftion to the 

{ Another Maeftrp of number of forty, 

the fame order 



*^ The accufed made his appearance 
in a yellow robe With a green taper 
in his hand« and was ordered to fit 
on a bench oppofitie to the inquifi- 
tprs, who had a table before them, 
covered with the papers relating to 
the procefs. Qne of the fecretaries 
began to read a fummary of the caufe 
which was followed by othpr papers, 
and continued till noon ; at which 
time they had gone through the 

whole, 
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whole^ having begun at eight in the 
morning., 

•• TTiedepolitionsofthcprironcrwerc 
read, taken after his confinement in 
the pTifons of the holy office, in which 
he dividecf his life into three epochas. 
The firft comprehends the fpace of 
thirty years, in Lima, and in Spain ; 
with tefped to his notions, in which 
though weak and a (inner, he confef- 
fes his true and folid fentiments con- 
cerning religion, articles of faith, 
dogmas, rices, and cufloms of the 
church ; as well as want of that im- 
provement he afterwards acquired in 
the fecond period- This includes 
the fpace from his tour into foreign 
parts, where lofing his temporal feli- 
city,- and jealous of that of others in 
X 4 Spain, 
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Spain, he formed to himfelf his new 
maxims; acquired much knowledge 
in every branch, of fcience, became 
acquainted with Voltaire and Rouf- 
feau, and other free-thipkers, whom 
he argued with, to fee if they could 
convince him : thus flifling the qualms 
of his own confcience, he gave him* 
feilf up to his opinions and plea- 
fures. The third period includes, 
from the year 1767, down to the prcr 
fent time, when full of pre-occupar 
tions, and falfe ideas of the abufes of 
the regular and fecular clergy ; his at- 
tention to population ; his falfe no- 
ttons of the prerogative, caufing 
impediments to the happinefs of 
dates; the fetters of religion ; and opi- 
nions of the Romans ; he gave up hi> 
whole thoughts to the fettling new 

colonies 
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colonies in the Sierra Morena ; and 
taken* up with his own ideas, he fpokc 
without reflexion, with temerity, with 
imprudence, urged on by his op*- 
ponents, concerning the fallibility of 
the pope, the tribunal of the inqui- 
lition, and of all thofe things which 
in his opinion might retard or im- 
pede his proje6is : protcfting that 
all, that had been faid and re- 
ported^ had been drained into a dif- 
ferent fenfe by his hearers, and others, 
who might have been (candalized 
thereat. 

*' Thefe declarations were followed 
by the depofitions of feventy-eight 
witnelTes, who certify feparately and 
jointly all the novelties, we find dif- 
4eminated amongil the free-thinkers 

of 



i 
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of the times ; diftinguifhing particular 
cafes and h&,s, blafphemies no- 
mtnatim maintained, and pra^cal 
cafes <3n all thefe points. Many are 
confeffed, and others be denies, fay- 
ing he does not remember them, o- 
ihers that they were merely deliver- 
ed in the names of their authors, in- 
fixing that he never believed them io 
his heart. That many were faid in 
a jocofe manner, to try the temper of 
his hearers, and that he fu£Fered him- 
felf to be carried away with the vain- 
glory of fliining in converfation. — 
To the objections of having faid that 
St. Auftin was a poor fimple man, 
and that Peter Lombard, St. Thomas, 
and St. Bonaventure had retarded 
the progrefs of fcicncc by their fcho- 
laftic forms and abftrufe manner, he 

palliated 
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palliated^ by faying, that in his opi- 
nion, if they had lived in thefc times, 
in which the mind has been fo much 
improved by philofophy, they would 
have reaped greater profit, and when 
charged with his contempt of the 
moft facred myfteries, he retorts it up- 
on the abufes of the clergy and hy- 
pocrites, on which head he fpoke ir- 
reverently of confeifion and pafchal 
communion. In this manner he ex-* 
culpates himfelf from a number of 
accufations, brought againft him in 
the Plenarium^ wherein go witneffes 
fpeak more fully and openly. 

•' He is moreover convi^ed by pa* 
pers of his hand writing, as well as 
his own letters, which he has folemn- 
ly avowed ; the fpies and ftratagems 

have 
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have been difcovered by which, he 
endeavoured to perfuade the witnef- 
fes, to recede from their firft depofi- 
tions; alfo his intercepting and open- 
ing the letters of the inquifition and 
falfe anfwers given to hide his fecrets 
and intentions; the confidents em- 
ployed in tbefe a6ls, and the inftruc- 
tions given by means of thefe thefts, 
and other arts, by which h^ difcover- 
ed all the proceedings of the inqui- 
fition, and their defigns ; in a word, 
every method which human, inveri- 
lion cppld devife tooverfet the pror 
ceedings. 



'' That the, Roman Emperors were 
better than many holy kings^ he explains 
merely with refped to natural vir-. 
tues^. That he ridiculed the religi- 
ous 
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ous men of the order of St. Peter 
of Alcantara when in Rome, who 
prefenting themfelves to him on 
viewing the Capitol^ he confefles, ac- 
knowledging that their poverty amf 
nakednefs tooled his enthufiafm ia 
their favour. Of this kind there are 
an infinity of inftances throwing a 
ridicule on the mod facred fubjeds. 
He calls the inflitution of the Car- 
thufians barbarous^ and if he preferred 
the ftate of matrimony to celibacy 
and fpoke with contempt of the reli-' 
gious vows of an afcetic life, and of 
continency, it was only to enconragc 
propagation in a holy manner, being 
fo much wanted iii Spaia: that all 
he had faid, and done, in the new 
fettlements, was to correal the abufe 
of alms, to encourage labour, and to 

baniQi 
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banifh idlenefs, to which the fettlersf 
were prone^ under pretence of going 
to mafs, and other devotions in the 
churches. For his indecent pi<fiures« 
and his portrait, holding a pidure 
of Venus and Cupid, he lays the 
blame on' the painters of Geneya^ 
ivho did them without any orders 
from him. . The enthufiafm of Cm- 
fades and the increpations of St. Ber-^ 
nardi who encouraged . them fo 
firongly; attributing, the fales madef 
by the faithful of their eflates, with 
hopes of acquiring better in the holy 
land, to the intrigues of the clergyf 
to. get pqffeffion of them, he repre-* 
fentSi as merely difcourfe held in the 
name of thofe, who aJTertedfuch blaf* 
phemies in their writings : and the 
fame excufe is given by him, when, he 

is 
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is convided of having chara6lcrifed 
the order of St. Francis with igno- 
rance, for fecuring a livelihood at 
the expence of the public by repre- 
fcnting poverty as honourable. In 
a word^ all that St. Evremont de- 
claimed againft the inftitutes of 
Regulars ; with what was publifhed 
before the councils of Conftanrce and 
of Trent, and the fubtilities of the 
prefent times, under a pretext of the 
public good, and the advantage of 
th^ fubje6l; all this, is comprifed 
under different heads in this fuit. 
All that we hear from the literati of 
the prefent age, the wridngs of free 
thinkers, and what thefe oracles an* 
nounce, as proceeding from prepof- 
felfions, touching the jurifdidion 
in no wife coercive of the church; 

all 
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all th^fe are proved in the proceTs i 

many are confefTed and many ill ex^ 

cufed, which are infinite in number ; 

and time would be wanting, were I 

to name many other circumftances 

of this kind. They are more than 

fufficient to pronounce him a formal 

heretic^ to confifcate all his eflates^ 

declare him incapable of all honours 

and dignities; to be banilhed from 

the court, royal feats, new colonies, 

Lima, and Seville 20 leagues round. 

To be fliat up eight years in acoU" 

vent, where he,is fo read ThgJ^bol of 

faith of Father Luis de Granada, and 

The incredulous vrithovU excufe^ of Father 

Seneri, with other lefs penalties, and 

to confefs his fins once a month. 

The inquifitor general pardons him 

from 



1 
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from the fambenilo [a), and he appeared 
in public without his trofs of knightr 
hood of the order of St. James. 

(a) The fambenito^ fays a Sp'anifli writer, is a gar- 
ment covering the breaft and fhoulders and wore by 
a reconciled penitent at his trial before the inqui- 
fitors. The liame is an abbreviation of the words 
faco btnedi^o '*'bleffed garment." ' In the primitive 
church penitents were clothed in robes bleffcd by 
the bifliop or prieft, and they flood with them 
at the ddor of the church till they had performed 
ihcir penance?, were abfolved from *heir fins and 
admitted again into the bofom of the church ; which 
cuftom has been imitated by the inquitition, info- 
ihiich thit, though in the eyes ^f the world it is ig- 
nominious and affronting ; if thofe that wear it^ 
continues the fame profound writer ! accept with pa- 
tience, what may be faid of them by the vulgar, 

it may be of great merit in the fight of God. 

Tefero de la Lengua Ca/iellandi, por ••• Don Sahajliart 
de Cobarruvias Oroico capellan de Su Magejiad confuUor 
del Santo Oficio de la inquificion, Madrid^ i6ii 

Y On 
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